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We arc told by the Grecian writers, that the Indians were the^ 
wifell of nationsj and in moral wildom, they were certainly emi* 
nent : their Niti S^ht^ or of Et hicks, is yet preferved j 

" and the Fables of Vifhmfarman, whom we ridiculoufly call 
'' Eilpay, are the mod beautiful, if not the moft ancient, colleftion 
** of apologues in the world : they were firft tranflated from the 
Sanferit, in the fixtli century, by the order of Buzerchumikr, or 
Bright as the Sun, the chief phyfician and afterwards Vezir of the 
** great AniifhUevdn, and are extant under various names in more 
** than twenty languages 5 but their original title is llitopadija, or 
“ Amicable InjiruHion: and, as the very exiftence of Efop, whom 
** the Arabs believe to have been an Abyfini&n, appears rather 
** doubtful, I am not diiinclined to fuppofe, that the firft moral 
** fables, ^vhich appeared in Europe, were of Indian or Ethiopian 
origin.”— See the Third Difeourfe on the Hindus, Vol. I. 
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THfi 

INTRODUCTION. 


Praife to Ga'nes A'. 

May fuccefs attend the actions of good men, 
by the favour of that mighty God, on whofe 
head a portion of the moon appears written 

with the froth of the Ganga ! 

• 

* Hitopadfsa is (iompoiinded of hiia and upadesa. Hita 
signifies fortune ^ prosperity ^ utility ; and deary of beloved : the 
compound m^y therefore mean (since upadha is advice ) either 
(ilutaryy or amicahky instruction. The Pandits say, the word 

has those two meanings. btdpai is the pro- 
per word, but has been mistaken for ptlp^h 

, *• * * 
by some igtiorant copyist. In Persian the word bidpai means 

nvillowfootedy which is nousense, and pilpaiy elephantfooiedy 
which is not much beyer \ but Cashafi says that, in Sanscrity 
the word signifies belovedy or favourite physician ; and that is 
certainly the meaning of baidydpriyay from which bidpai is 
formed ; the author having been, it is supposed, of the baidya^ 
or medical tribe, and a favourite of his RajL 
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This amicable iT^ruBion^ ^xquifitely wrougfit 
in SanfctU phrafes, exhibits continually, whfn 
heard, a prodigy of wifdom and the true knpw*- 
ledgeof morals. 

The learned man may fix his thoughts pd 
fcience and wealth, as if he were never to grQw 
old or to die ; but when death feizes him by the 
locks, he muft then praftife virtue. 

Knowledge produces mildnefs of fpeech ; 
mildnefs a good cliarade^; a good chara£ter 
wealth } wealth, if virtuous adions attend it, 
happinefs. 

Among ail poflelfions knowledge appears 
eminent ; the wife call it fupreme riches j be- 
caufe it can never be* loft, has no price, and can 
at no time be deftroyed, 

. Knowledge acquired by a man of low degree 
places him on a level with the prince, as a fmall 
river attains the irremeable ocean ; and his for- 
tune is then exalted. 

The fcience of arms, and the fcience of books, 
arc both caufes of celebrity ; but the firft is ridi- 
:ulous in an old man, and the fecond is in all 
iges refpedtable. 

As a frefli earthen veffel.'is formed by the 
potter, and (education is nothing elfe) thus we 
may fay are children formed here below tb 
morality.. 
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* The acquijitm of friends, the breach of 
friet^Jhip, ’icar, aAd laftly peace. Thefe four 
parts are here written, extrafted from the 
YantroixeiA. other works. . 
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BCX)K THE FIRST.’ 


Mitrataba, or the Acquifition of Friends. 

There is near the Bhdgirithiy a city named 
Fdtdliputra^ in which lived a prince named 
SuderJanOy adorned with every kingly virtue ; 
one day he heard a perfon read thefe couplets : 

“ Learning dilfipates many doubts, caufes 
things, otherwife invifible, to be feen, and is 
the eye of every one who is not abfolutely 
“ blind. 

* 

“ Youth, wealth, dominion, inconfiderate 
“ adliohs, each of them occafions danger : Oh ! 
“ what mull all four of them do where they are 
“ united ?” 

Having heard this, the "Raja being alBiiStcd 
by the conduct of his fons, who kneW no books, 
and were continually walking in evil ways, thus 
thought within himfelf : 

“ Of what ufe is it^ that a Ion fhould be born, 
“ who has neither learning nor virtue ? Qf 
what ufe is a blind eye, except to give pain ? 
“ A'gjun ; 
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• ** A fon is born, and the family is iiicreafed ; 
“.but in this revoll^ing world, who dies without 
V having been bom? 

* ‘‘ WJay Ihould the mother of that fon, whom 
the chalk marks not in the firft enumeration 

‘‘'of the virtues, have complained, had fhe been 
“ childlefs ? 

“ Of a child unborn, dead, or ignorant, the 
“ two firft are preferable, fince they make us 
“ unhappy but once ; the laft by continual de- 
“ grces : one virtubus foa *is a bleffing, not a 
“ hundred fools ; as one moon diflipates the 
“ darknefs, and not a number of ftars. May 
“ the man, who performs the duty of devout 
“ pilgrimage, a duty in every place difficult, be 
“ blefled with an obedient, wealthy, virtuous, 
“ and wife (on. 

“ The continual acquifition of wealth ; free- 
** dora fromdifeafe; a beloved wife, with tender 
fpeech ; an obedient fon and learning, pro- 
“ ducing riches ; thefe are the fix felicities of 
“ living creatures. 

“ A father who contrads debts; a, mother 
“ who is unchafte; a'wife who is too handlbme ; 
“ and an ignorant fon j thefe are dangerous 
enemies. 

* i 

• “ Knowledge not committed to memory, Is 
“ poifon ; food is poifon to him who cjinnot 
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** d%eft it ; a numerous family is poifon to aa 
^ indigent, and a young wife', to a decrepid old 
mate : alas ! my child, by not palling the 
night wifely in reading, when thou art among 
“ the learned, thou ftickeft like a calf in the 
mud, 

Why then Ihould not thefe, my fons, be 
** now made virtuous ? 

Since, as the poet fays ; 

Life, adion, property, knowledge, death ; 
** thefe five were fptteed for every body that lies 
“ in the womb ! 

The future condition of great beings is de- 
ftined with certainty j both the nakednefs of 
Maha'deva', and the bed of Vishnu on a 
vaft ferpent, 

What is not to be, that will not be ; and if an 
f* event be foredoomed, it cannot happen other- 
“ wife. This doctrine is a medicine, which heals 
the venom of fprrow ; why is it not univer- 
fally drunk ? 

Profperity attends the lion-hearted man 
“ who exerts himfelf j while we fay deftiny 
will enfure it. Laying* deftiny afide, Ihow 
manly fortitude by thy own ftrength ; if thou 
endeavour, and thy endeavours fail of fuccefs, 
^ what crime is thine in failing ? 

This is the language of idlenefs, ufed by 
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*'’men Incapable of adlon: as a chariot runs 
“ not on one whebl, fo the ads of man profper 
4 not without favourable deftiny. 

“jSfet: 

« “ The potter forms what he pleafes with 
‘‘^moulded clay, fo a man accomplifhes his works 
“ by his own ad. 

“ Befides : 

“ A man fees a precious thing before him, 
“ and gains it as rarely as the fruit of the 
“ Tala falls by a crow ffiaking it : his own 
“ deftiny gives it not, it requires his manly 
“ exertion. 

“ TTius it is faid : 

“ Profperity is acquired by exertion, and 
“ there is no fruit for him who doth not exert 
himfelf ; the fawns go not into the mouth of a 
“ fleeping lion. 

A child forced tb read by his parents, attains 
virtue ; an infant is not learned when he leaves 
“ his mother’s womb. That mother is hoftilc, 
“ and that father ma^lignant, by whom a child 
“ is not made to read ; he cannot appear well 
** among the learned, but muft be like a heron 
“ among the flamans.” 

Confidering this, the king gave orders for an 
nflembly of learned men, and faid, “ Hear, O 
“ ye Pandits ! is there any man qualified to give 
a new life, by moral counfel, to my fbns, who. 
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“ unacquainted with books, ftray continually 
“ from the right path ? 

“ It is faid : 

** By the company of gold, even glafs acquires' 
“ the brightnefs of a ruby : thus, by the fociety 
“ of good men a blockhead attains eminence. * 

“ And it is written : 

“ Knowledge, O Father ! is deftroyed by af- 
“ fociating with the bafe ; with equals equality 
“ is gsuned ; and with the diftinguiflied, dif- 
“ tin£tion.” * . 

Among the reft was a great phllofopher named 
ViJhnuJ'arman^ who knew the principles of 
cthicks, and thus, like Vribajpaiiy fpoke : 

“ O king ! the princes, who are fprung from a 
“ great family, may be made to acquire a know- 
“ ledge of morals ; but no pains J)eftowed on 
worthlefs objeds can be fiiccefsful : the heron 
cannot by a hundred efforts be made to talk 
“ like a parrot j but in this family, no offspring^ 
“ without virtuous principles can be born; how 
** fhould glafs be generated in a mine of lotus- 
“ coloured rubies ? 

“ In fix months, therefore, I will make your 
“ fons acquainted with morality.” 

The king^faid agajn, with mildnefs, 

“ Thirinfed, by affociating with a flower# 
“ afcends the head of excellent perfons. The 
“ ftone wfien confecrated by holy meil, acquires 
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divine honour ; as in caftern mountains every 
“ common thing blazes by its vicinity to the fun; 

thus, by the company of the good, a man of 
“ ignoWe condition attains brightnefs. 

V “ Virtues to thofe who know their value are 
virtues ; yet even thefe, when they come in 
“ the way of vicious men, are vices : as rivers 
“ of fweet water are excellent, but when they 
“ reach the fea are not fit to be tafted. 

“ Be you, therefore, the direftor of my fons in 
true virtue faying this, he mildly delivered 
his children to Ftjhnufarman^ who while they fat 
with pleafure before him on the top of the 
palace, thus began : “ The time of the wife is 
“ pafled in the delights of poetry ; that of the 
“ Toolilh, in vice, in idlenefs, or in quarrelling. 

“ Chufe,, therefore, to live with true delight ; 
“ and I will tell you the admirable ftory of the 
“ crow, the tortoife, and their friends.” The 
* princes faid, “ Tell it. Sir j” and Vijhmifarman 
continued hia difcourfe : “ Hear then the book 
“ called Mitralabay or the Acquijition of Friends ; 
** of which this is the firft verfe : 

“ Without equipage, without wealth, yet, 
“ wife and united by friendihip ; the crow, the 
“ tortoife, the antelope, ..and the rat, performed 
great actions with celerity.” “ How was 
‘‘ that ?” faid the princes. 

Vijhnufarman faid : “ Near the Goddveri 
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“ ftands a large Salmali-Xxtfi^ on which birda, 

“ coming from all quarters, roofted at n^ht. 

“ One day when the gloom had juft departed, 

“ the moon being ftill in his manficn un- 
“ perceived — that moon, who is a friend tc 
“ the night-flowers worftiiping God — a raven 
“ named Lagbupatanaca, or light-wing, being 
awakened; faw a fowler approaching, like the 
** genius of death, and alarmed at the light, laid 
“ to himfelf : This morning an enemy appears : 
“ I know not what noxious fruit is ripening ; fo 
“ faying, he flew off by degrees j and the 
“ fowler, palling by and fcattering grains of 
“ rice, fixed his net : in this very point of time, 
a prince of pigeons named Cbitragriva, or 
'■’‘painted-neck, with many others fluttering' in 
“ the air perceived the rice. The pigeons, 
“ eagerly defiring to pick up the grains, their 
“ prince faid to them; How, when no perfons 
“ are here, could grains of rice be colledled? Let^ 
^ us deliberate : I like it not. I fee*no reafon for 
touching them : doubtlefs from this coveting 
“ of rice, the fame evil will happen, as when, 
“ through coveting a bracelet, the traveller had 
a fall in the deep mire, and" thus perilhed in 
“ the claws of an old tiger. How was that ? 
“ faid the pigeons. One day, anfwered Chit'ra- 
“ grha, in a grove of the Dacan, or South, I 
faw, as I flew' along, an old tiger waftiing 
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Mmfelf with fome Cufiz^ or holy grafs, in his 
‘‘hand, ^ola, travellers, cried he, receive this, 
* ijiy golden bracelet : upon this a traveller 
“ eageifly defiring it, began to confider, and 
^faid, By good fortune has this been offered ; 
“*yet in feeking it danger appears. 

“ Surely it is no wife thing to covet, what 
“ cannot be attained without peril ; fince, even 
“ nedar in heaven, with which poifon is mixed, 
“ is fatal to life. Neverthelefs, in all defires 
“ danger may be feared. 

“ A man who meets no peril, fees no good 
“ things; he fees them, if he live, who boldly 
“ encounters danger : let me confider this fully. 
“ Then he cried aloud. Where is thy golden 
“ bracelet ? The man went upon this to bathe 
“ himfelf ia the pool, but fell into deep mire, 
“ out of which he could not efcape ; this the 
“ tiger knew, and when the traveller began to 
apprehend that he was caught, the beaft 
“ violently feized and devoured him : thus I 
“ may admonifli yoy, remembering the fatal 
“ defire of gaining the bracelet, that no inconfi- 
“ derate ad ought to oe attempted. 

“ Since it is thus laid by wife men: 

“ He who rcftrmns hie appetite, a dutiful fon, 
** a prudent and good wife, a prince who reigns 
** many years, he who fpeaks advifedly, and he 
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** who aOs confiderately, fo^ a long time pve 
“ birth to no misfortune ! 

One pigeon hearing this, in great anger ex- 
“ claimed, Ah ! why doll thou talkthuk? To 
*' mind the fpeeches of the old befalls us in a i 
“ evil hour, not to eat, not to aflbciate with 
“ females. 

“ Thus too it is written: 

“ By difregarding terrors, food, and water, 
“ all things on earth are attained. 

“ If a man does nothing becaufe of his fears, 

by what means can he live? 

** Hearing this, all the pigeons defcended on 
“ the rice. 

“ Through covetoufnefs comes anger; through 
“ covetoufnefs comes lull ; through covetoufnefs 
‘.f comes fraud and illufion : covetoufnefs is the 
“ caufe of all lins. 

“ They were all made captives in the melhes 
“ of the net; and all began abufing him, bjr 
“ whofe difcourfe they had fallen into the 
“ fnare. 

“ Chitragriroa hearing their cenfure of him, 
“ faid, It is no fault of his: danger ariling, a 
“ friend fo ads as to encreafe k ; as a calf is tied 
“ by a flick tothe leg'tof her mother (when Ihe 
“ cannot otherwife be milked). 

“ In a rime of difaller, and of dre^d, a bafc 
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** man is difcerned ; here afl; circumfpedly; de- 
“ liberate;, think. 

“ Thus it is faid: 

C^cumfpeftion in calamity; mercy in great- 
^nefs; in affemblies, good fpeeches; in adver- 
“jfity, fortitude; in fame, re.'blution to preferve 
“ it ; affiduity in ftudying the Scriptures : thefe 
“ are the felf-attained perfefiiions of‘ great fouls. 

“ Again : 

“ Six faults muft be abandoned by a man 

♦ t ^ ' 

“ feeking profperity : flehp, drowzinefs, fear, 
“ anger, lazinefs, loitering. , 

“ Now, do thus, all of you being united, lift 
“ up the net and fly away, fince the union of 
“ fmall minds performs great works ; as by 
“ tlades of grafs twifted together, an elephant 
‘‘ is tied faft. 

“ The union even of the fmall and weak is 
beneficial ; as rice ftripped of its hulk will not 
»“ fpring from the ground. 

“ Thus, having confulted together, all the 
“ birds took up the net and flew off : the fowler 
feeing from a diftance the net caught up by 
“ them, ran after theih, and after feme thought, 
“ Said, , 

“ Thefe birds, by a joint effort, have taken 
away my net ; when they fall down, then they 
will be in my power. 
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“ Then the birds difappeared from before his 
“ eyes, and the fowler defpaired of retaking 
“ them; on feeing which, the pigeons exclaimed, 
“ What is now to be done ? 

“ Cbitragriva faid : 

** A mother, a friend, and a father, are ill 
“ three dear to themfelves ; and doing good 
works for another, their underftandings are 
“ ufefully exercifed. 

“ Again : 

“ The fmall birds defert a tree with little fruit} 
the ibis's a dry pgol ; the bees defert flowers, 
“ gathered yefterday ; the antelopes, a burnt 
thicket ; women leave an indigent man, do- 
“ meftics a ruined land ; in all affairs men con- 
ne£k themfelves with thofe, from whom fome 
‘‘ profit may be derived. 

“ Such a friend, a rat named Hiranyaca^ dwells 
“ near the Gandaca, in a wood called Chitravan% 
“ he will cut our cords afunder. 

“ Confidering this, all of them' went towards 
“ the dwelling oi Htranyac^i ; who, always being 
“ in fear of death, had made a hundred doors to 
** the hole in which he lived : being aftoniflied 
“ at the noife made by the pigeons, he flood 
“ fiient. «• 

Friend Hin^nyaca, laid Cbitragrma^ why 
“ doft thou not fpeak to us ? 
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• “ The rat hearing that extraordinary addrefs, 

“ came forth, and faid. Ah ! what good fortune, 
/“ my deareft friend Chitragriva ! 

' “ Xhen feeing them tied with cords, he was 
, “ amazed ; and having flopped a little, faid. My 

'A , ^ • • 

ji* friend, what is this ? 

“ What elfe can it be, anfwered Cbitragriva^ 
“ but the effe£l of our fins in ar former life ? 
“ How canft thou, who art a Pandit, afk fuch a 
“ queftion ? 

“ From what caufe, by* what inftruments, at 
“ whatmomentjinwhat manner, by what means, 
“ in what fpace of time, in what place, a man’s 
“ adlions, good or bad, are performed: from that 
caufe, by thofe inftruments, at that moment, 
“ "in that manner, by thofe means, in that fpace 
“ of time, in that place, it pleafes Brama, that 
“ the man who performs them fhall be rewarded, 
“ or punifhed. 

“ Again : 

“ Difeafes; the death of parents; pains; bonds ; 
“ and uneafinefs ; t^efe are the fruits of the 
“ trees, which are planted by a man’s own fins. 

“ Hiranyaca, having heard this difcourfe, be- * 
“ gan to gnaw the threads that faftened Chitra- 
“ griva^ and was departipg. Ngt fo, my friend, 
faid the chief of the pigeons, cut alfo the bonds 
“ of my comrades. I am but weak, and my 
“ teeth afe fmali, faid Hiranyaca^ how fhall I be 
VOL. xr. c 
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“ able to cut all their cords ? As long as my, 
teeth remain unbroken, fo lohg will I continue 
“ to cut thy ftrings. It is true, faid the chief,'\ 
“ but, as long as you can, cut their’s a'fo.^ 

“ Hiranyaca replied : To abandon our own, 
“ which is efpecially put under our protection , 
“ is not the conduCt of Ikilful moralifts. Let 
“ a man, for the fake of relieving his diftrefles, 
preferve his wealth; by his wealth let him 
“ preferve his wife ; and, by both wife and 
“ riches, let him ever preferVe himfelf. 

“ The fouls of fuch as defire to promote the 
“ juftice of a ftate, and to pleafc God, are fit 
“ objects of prefervation ; when fuch a foul is 
“ corrupted, what will it not corrupt? When it 
“ is preferved pure, what will it not preferve ? 

“ My friend, faid Cbitragriva, fuch indeed is 
“ the rule of morality ; buf I am unable to en- 
“ dure the pain of thofe who are under my pro- 
“ leCtion. 

“ A virtuous man Ihould abandon both riches 
“ and life for the fake of others : for the fake of 
“ the good he fhould quit his own good, fince 
“ death will certainly com^. 

“ May thegreatnefs of the noble-minded of my 
“ tribe, my ftate, my countryrnen, ever accom- 
“ pany me. You fay, that it is the fruit of my, 
own greatnefs ; at what time will it be fo ? 

“ Let me be even without life, not having 
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abandoned thofe who are dear to me ; let that 
“ life be my deifth, provided my companions 
remain alive. 

■ “ S^ill more : the body conlifts of bones, and 

, “ fubftances, provided from the flefh : how can 

this be preferved from death ? Oh ! my friend, 

“ preferve thy good name. 

“ Since that which remains, muftbe fcparated 

“ from that which decays ; a pure foul from a 

“ filthy carcafe; feek fame in preference to 

“ bodily honours : Oh,. Valuable acquifition ! 

“ what will it not acquire ? 

— * • 

“ The interval is immenfe between corporeal 

‘‘ qualifications and fcicnces ; the body in a mo- 

ment is extind, while knowledge endureth to 

“ the end of time. 

“ The rat on hearing this was delighted ; and 
“ with his hair ered with joy, faid, Well, well, 
“ my friend, through thy kindnefs for thefe 
“ companions, the Creator of the three worlds 
“ will clear thee of evil. Saying this, and 
“ having gnawed the firings of them all, he re- 
“ ceiveefthem as guefts ; and, altogether, having 
“ performed their adoration, he faid, my dear 
“ Chitragriva, certainly they who have expe- 
“ rienced the pain of captivity jn a net, fhould 
S‘ not be fecure from the fear of committing fome 
“ great crime. 

“•It is written by the poet : 
c 2 



2b 


ttITOPADE'SA. 


“ The bird, who from the diftance of many 
“ hundred leagues, can difcern his food ; he, 
only, even in the hour of death, fees no fnate. • 
Obferving, that the fun and moon are put 
“ to pain by the dragon, that elephants and fer- 
“ pents are confined with cords, and that tht 
“ moft learned men are often the moft indigent ; 

I confine hiy defire of knowledge to the ftu- 
“ pendous and all-powerful God. 

“ The birds traverfe remote regions of air, 
and fly together towards diftrefs ; the fiflr are 
“ caught by fifhers from deep waters, even from 
“ the depth of the fea. 

“ What difference is there ? What avails a 
“ good heart ? What fkill is there in choofing a 
“ fixt ftation ? Death, firetching forth his hand, 
“^feizes from the greatefl diftance. . 

“ Having thus inftrudled and entertained 
them holpitably, Hiranyaca embraced and dif- 
“ miffed them. Chitragriva, and his compa- 
“ nions, then flew to their own country, and the 
“ rat retired towards his ho.'e. 

When Laghupatanaca had feen all thefe 
’ “ events, he was amazed', and faid, Oh ! IJi- 
“ ranyaca, thou art an excellept creature; per- 
“ ceiving which, I defire to cultivate thy friend- 
“ fhip : I too am able to affift a friend. The rat 
** shearing this addrefs, ran into his hole, and 
“ faid. Who art thou? A crow, faid tire "other. 
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• “ named Lagbupatanaca. How, cried Hirariyaca^ 
“ Jaughing, can 1 contrafk friendfhip with thee ? 

• “ When a man hasdeferved well of his country, 

a vjife perfon aflbciating with him, partakes his 
“ merit ; but I am food for thee, and thou my 
devourer, how can intimacy fubfift between 
“ us ? The friendfhip of a devourer is a great 
“ caufe of danger ; yet a fawn was faved by a 
“ crow from being caught by a lhakal. How 
“ was that ? faid the crow. 

“ The rat anfwered :» In the country of Ma^ 
“ gadha there is a foreft, named Champaca Vatiy 
“ in which an antelope and a crow had long 
“ dwelt in great friendfhip. This antelope, hav- 
“ ing roved at liberty, was grown fat ; which 
** being obferved by a fhakal, he faid within 
“ himfelf,. Ah ! by what means can I feaftpn 
“ yonder delicate flefh ? It may be accomplifhed 
“ if I gain his confidence. Thus meditating ; 
“ and going towards him he faid. Thou art in 
“ excellent health, my friend. Who art thou ? 
“ faid the antelope . I am a fhakal, faid he, 
“ named CJhudrabuddhiy and here live friendlefs, 
“ like a dead creature ; but now having gained 
“ thy friendfhig, I fhall live again as thy com- 
“ panion among the liuing, fince I fhall ever be 

• “ thy fervant. Now, when the many-rayed god 
“ was fetting, the fhakal arrived atjthe manfion 
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“ of the antelope ; there, under the branches of 
“ a champaca tree, dwelled the crow, named 
“ Subhbudi^ the friend of the antelope ; Who, 
“ faid the crow, is this comrade of thine ? He 
“ is a fhak^il, faid the antelope, my chofen friend. 
Oh ! my beloved, faid the crow, it is not righi 
to place confidence with too much celerity. 

“ For thus it is written : 

“ To a perfon of an unknown tribe, or temper, 
“ no one fhould give his houfe : by means of a 
“ cat, the vulture Jarddgabah was flain. Both 
“ faid. How happened that ? The crow an- 
“ fwered : There ftands near the Ganga^ on a 
“ mountain called Gridhracuta, or Vulture-fort, 
“ a large pracati tree ; in the hollow of which, 
his fight dim with the fear of danger, lived a 
“ vulture, named Jaradgahah ; by lifle and little 
“ he fupplied his young with fuftenance from 
“ his own prey, and thus the other birds of 
“ his fpecies were fupported. 

“ It happened that a cat, named Long-ears, 
“ ufed to devour the young -birds, and then to 
“ depart. The young ones perceived her coming, 
and, confounded with fear, made a noife. 3a- 
radgabab heard it, and faid : Who is coming ? 
The cat feeing the vulture was alarmed, and 
faid : Alas ! I am deftroyed ; I cannot now 
« rfifreat far from this enemy ; therefore, as my 



HirOTADE'SA. 


83 


** laft refource, let me approach him. Having 
“ refolved on this, ftie went near him, and faid, 
“ Great fir, I am thy fervant. 

“ Who art thou ? faid the vulture. A cat, 
“ faid he. Depart far off, faid the other, or thou 
i“ flialt be chaftifed. Hear me, however, replied 
“ the cat, and if I deferve chafti/’ement, then 
“ chaftife me. ‘ 

“ Thus it is written : 

“ Among different fcdls it is eftablilhed, who, 
“ and for what, is at any fime to be punifhed, or 
“ refpedled ; but he who knows the difpofition 
“ of another, can beft determine whether he de- 
“ ferves punifhmcnt, or veneration. 

“ Speak on, faid the vulture. I live here, laid 

the cat, near the Ganga, in which I daily bathe 
“ myfelf; eating neither filli nor flelh, and per- 
“ forming the difficult talks of a devout perfon ; 
“ thou who art well acquainted with juftice, art, 
“ therefore, an objecl of confidence to me. The 
“ birds continually pray before me ; therefore I 
“ came hither to hear a difeourfe on juftice from 
“ thee’who art eminent in age and fcience. And 
“ thou who art fo learned^ why Ihouldft thou be? 
“ prepared to bf at me, who am a ftranger ? 

“ Thus fays the poet : 

“ Even, towards an enemy coming to our 
“ houfe, the offices of hofpitality muft bo exer- 
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“ cifed, as the tree impedes not even the wood 
“ cutter, who ftands under its fliade ! Straw 
** earth, water, and pleafing words : thefe fdu 
“ are never abfent from the houfes of good men 
“ A flranger who defpairs of reception, de 
“ parts from the houfe ; he goes away, leavinj 
“ the crime of inhumanity in its ow ler, aiu 
“ bearing hiihfelf the merit of a good adion. 

“ The good are indulgent to ignorant minds 
“ as the moon withdraws not her light from th( 
manfions of a Chandai (or Hindu of the lowef 
“ call). 

“ Shall cats, anfwered the vulture, who lov< 
“ delicate flefh, dwell here with young birds 
“ On that account I forbid thee. Then, the cat 
“ ftroking her ears, and touching the ground 
“ with her head, thus fpoke ; I who have learned 
“ the Dermdjdjlra^ am without appetite foi 
flelh. I am performing the difficult offices ol 
“ religion and regardlefs of the clafhing doc- 
“ trine of the Furdnds, am perfedf in juftice, 
“ and fpeak nothing but truth. 

“ He who bears no depraved paflion, but 
fuffers all things patientlyi and gives equal pro- 
“ tedlion to all, that man furely rifes to heaven, 
“ The true, and only real friend, is he who 
“ follows even in death ; all friendffiip elfe, 
perifhing with the body, foon departs. 
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• Mark the fitnations of him who eats, and of 
“ }ys food ; fee th'e fhort friendfhip of the one, 
“ and the total deftruftion of the other. 

“ How greatly is a man’s pain increafed by 
dying ! Confirm thyfelf by this refleftion, in 
a refolution to preferve all other animals. 

“ Since man, while the woods abound with 
“ delicacies, may be filled with vegetable pro- 
“ dudlions, Who would commit a deadly fin for 
“ the fake of his burning appetite ? 

“ Thus being trufted, hd abode in the cavern ; 
“ but fome days having elapfed, he aflailed the 
“ young birds, carried them off, and devoured 
“ them : during this cruel repaft, on their plain- 
“ tive cries, a queftion was alked. What he was 
“ doing ? 

“ The cat, perceiving the difcovery, left the 
“ cavern, and run away. The birds, having 
“ examined the place on all fides, took up the 
“ fcattered bones of their young, and fufpedting 
“ that the vulture had eaten them, united all 
“ their force, and by their firft onfet the vulture 
“ was killed. For this reafon I fay, of an un- 
“ known tribe and temper, &c. 

“ The fliakaljiearing this,faid with anger. My 
“ friend, on the firft fight of thia antelope, when 
*“ you alfo were of an unknown tribe and tem- 
“ per, I contradted a friendftiip which continually 
** cncfeafes ! Hear another verfe that fays, Such 
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a one is his relation, or a ftranger ; this is the 
“ reckoning of a weak minded man : but to a 
“ man of a noble difpolition, the whole earth is 
“ related ; and fince this fawn is my friend,' be 
“ you alfo dear to me. What need is there*. 
“ faid the antelope, of this debate, while all of yt^u 
“ converfe with confidence in one place of abode, 
“ Jive in the enjoyment of pleafures. 

“ Be it fo, faid the crow, fince it is thy will. 
“ The next morning he departed for a different 
“ part of the country.. 

“ My beloved fawn, faid the lhakal, one day 
“ in a loft whifper, *at one fide of the wood is a 
field full of corn, I will take thee and Ihew it: 
“ this was done ; and the fawn, going thither 
“ daily, regaled bimfelf. 


‘‘ The owner of the field, having perceived 
his Jofs, fpread a net there * and afterwards the 
antelope, venturing further into the field, was 
‘ caught in the fnare. Who, thought he, but a 
‘ friend, has power to extricate me from this 
‘ net, which refembles the net of death. In the 
‘ mean while the fliakal went to the fpot, and 
‘ as he approached, thoughi within himfelf. It has 

■ befallen as I wilhed;and my purpofe is effeded 

; by my devicj: ,hm .ftall I ; 

■ and feed on the flett of the mangled antelope, 
mm w.th his blood and bones. As foon as the 
fa»n aitemed him, he was elate WiA jop. • 
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** and exclaimed. Oh ! my friend, gnaw thefe 

bonds, and quickly deliver me. 

“ As the poet fays ; 

“ In perils we prove a friend ; in battle a hero ; 
*“ in wealth a religious perfon ; a wife man in 
“1 contrafted fortunes ; and in calamity kinf- 
“ men. 

“ The fhakal having looked frt»m time to 
“ time on the net, faid to himfelf, Happily this 
“ fattening is ttrong. And then fpoke aloud : 
“ My beloved ! the net is’made of leather. How 
“ can I touch it on the fun’^ day.? O my friend! 
“ no other advice can be given ; but to-morrow 
“ morning what thou dehrett ihalJ be done by 
“ me. 

“ After this, on the morrow, when the crow 
perceived -that his friend had not returned, he 
“ fearched for him ; and, having found him 
‘‘ cauglit in a fnare, laid : My dear fawn, what is 
Ais ? The confcquence, anfwered he, of re- 
jelling friendly counfel. 

“ As it is written : 

% 

“ 1 he man who littens not to the words of 
afiedtionate friends,' will, give joy in the mo- ' 
mcnt of diftrefj to his enemies. 

“ Where is the ftiakiil.? exclaimed the crow. 

He is at hand, faid the fawn, watching for my 
flefti ! This, replied the crow, I p^edided ; 

* fuch calamity I cfcape, becaufe I place no fuch 
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“ truft : the wife are continually in dread of the 
“ wicked. Then, with a figh, he added : Oh, 
“ bafe fhakal ! What, O cruel ruffian, haft thou 
“ done ! 

“ Thus it is truly faid : 

“ What circumvention is this of companicas 
“ entertained by thee ; obliged by thy civilities j 
“ expedting thy favours ; deceitfully polite ! 

“ A friend who mars thy bufinefs in thy ab- 
“ fence, yet fpeaks affcdtionately to thy face, 
“ fliould be fhunned £fs a vafe of milk with poifon 
“ at its brim. 

“ Contraft no friendlhip, or even acquaint- 
“ ance, with a guileful man : he refembles a 
“ coal, which when hot burneth the hand, and 
“ when cold blacketh it. 

“ Him who injures his bcnefadtor, his depo- 
“ fitor, or any well-natured man, O earth! O 
world ! how canft thou fupport ? He is a 
“ monfter of injuftice ! 

“ Thus may the charadler of a treacherous 
“ perfon be defcribed. At firft he falls at your 
“ feet, and then drinks your blood ; he hums a 
“ ftrange tune in your eSrs with foft murmurs, 
“ but meditates mifchief ; and having found an 
“ opening, enters without remorfe : thus, the 
“ falfe friend and black gnats pradife alike every 
mode of treachery. 

“ In the morning, when the crow faw the 



HITO'PADE'SA. 


S9 


“•farmer advancing with a ftaff in his hand, he 
“ fajd to the antelope, My beloved ! feign thyfelf 
“ to be dead, and remain motionlefs; but as foon 
“ as thou heareft me make a noife, run away 

fwiftly. 

, “ The owner of the corn, his eyes expanded 
“ with joy, faw the fawn, who pretended to be 
“ dead : Ah ! faid he, the animal has died of 
“ himfelf — So faying, he took away the toil, and 
“ w^as diligent in preferving his nets. Imme- 
“ diately, the antelope hearing the noife agreed 
“ on by the crow, ran off at full fpeed ; when 
“ the countryman aiming at him, threw his ftaff, 
“• and killed the jackal, who lay concealed in a 
“ bufli. 

• “ Thus it is written : 

“ In threp years, in three months, in three 
“ fortnights, in three days, the fruit of great 
“ vices, or great virtues, is reaped even in this 
“ world ! 

“ So much for thofe two ! 

“ Lagupaianacq anfwered : 

“ Befides, it would not be for my advantage 
“ to feed on thee ; even as Chitragriva lives, 
“ thus I live in thy life. 

“ The wifdom of confiding ,in beafts who 
** ad with probity, is clearly feen ; in thofe 
“ efpecially, who like Chitragriva andjthoir,are 
“ good, and have good difpofitions. 
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“ The mind of a virtuous being cannot he 
“ changed, any more than thd. water of the ocean 
“ can be heated with a fire of ftraw. 

“ Thou, faid HiranyacOt art vicious, and with 
“ the vicious no friend fliip fhould ever be con- 
“ trailed j a cat, a buffalo, a ram, a crow, and^a 
“ bad man, gain their own advantage by being 
“ trufted ; it is not prudent, therefore, to con- 
“ fide in them. 

“ Befides, you crows are naturally enemies of 
“ our race. ‘ . 

“ And wife writers fay : 

“ Make no league with an avowed enemy, 

but cleave to an approved friend. 

“ Water, though well warmed, would quench 
“ neverthelefs, the fire that warmed it. 

“ An impolfible thing cannot be done, but that 
“ which is poffible may be attempted : a chariot 
“ goes hot on the water, nor can a fhip fail on 
“ dry land. 

“ Whoever, from folemn treaty, places con- 
“ fidence in enemies, and enraged wives, reduces 
“ his life to nothing through his folly. 

“ All has been overheard by me, faid Lagu- 
“ patanacUy and I promifed myfelf the happinefs 
“ of your frienflfhip : jvithout obtaining which, 

I will fuffer my body to decay through hunger, 

“ and fall dead before thy door : then wilt thou 
“ remember too late, that the friendfhip of the 
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bad, like an earthen pot, may eafily be broken, 
“ but cannot with ’ eafe be repaired ; while that 
“ of the good, like a veffel of gold, cannot with- 
“ out difficulty be difunited, but may with little 
pains be reftored to its former Hate. 

^ “ By melting, metals are united ; for mutual 
“ benefit, antelopes and birds ; through fear of 
“ danger, and love of gain, ignorant men ; but 
“ the virtuous are attached at firft fight. 

“ If the friendffiip of the good be interrupted, 
“ their minds admit of no long change ; as when 
“ the ftalks of a lotus are broken, the filaments 
“ within them are more vifibly connedfed. 

“ Piety, charity, forbearance, participation of 
“ pains and pleafures, goodnefs of heart, repu- 
“ tation, and truth ; thefe are the fciences of 
“ friendffiip : by thefe arts, what other advantage 
“ can I acquire ? 

“ The rat then leaving his hole, fai'd : I am 
“ delighted with thy fweet converfation. 

“ As it is written : 

“ To bathe in cool ftreams, delights not fo 
“ much a man affedled by the fun ; nor a neck- 
“ lace of pearls, or vefts, perfumed with fandal, 
“ give fo much pleafure to the body which they 
“ decorate, as the converfation of a virtuous man 
(which almoft furpafles all things), with friend- 
“ ffiip fixt in his heart ; or that of the learned, 

. •“ which good advice renders venerable, and to 
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which the application of holy fentences, pre- 
“ ferved in their memory, adds new graces, 

“ Not to follow advice ; to break a promife ; 
“ to beg money ; cruelty ; abfence of mind ; 
“ wrath ; untruth ; and gaming ; thcfe are the 
“ vices of a friend : by this difcourfe, net o^qie 
“ of thefe faults is difeerned in thee. 

“ As the poet fays : 

“ Goodnefs and truth are difeerned by a 
“ man’s difcourfe ; but cowardice, and a variable 
“ mind, are eafily dhbovered by his condud. 

“ It is one thing to hear the language of a 
“ friend, whofe heart is pure as water, and an- 
“ other to hear the words of a bafe diflembler. 

“ Be it fo then, I comply with thy requeft. 

“ This being faid, they contraded a raufual 
** friendfliip. The rat then, having regaled his 
‘‘ new friend with a variety of food, and vowed 
“ conftaht amity, re-entered his hole ; and the 
crow flew to his own ftation. 

“ Thus, a long time palTed in daily entertain- 
“ ments, friendly falutatiqns, and confidential 
difcourfe. One morning, my deaf friend 
“ Hiranyaca, faid the crew, this place is not 
“ convenient for the regular acquifition of food ; 
“ I ani therefofe defiijjus of changing it, and 
“ removing to another. Whither fliould wa 
“ go, m;^ friend ? faid the rat. 

“ The poet fays : • . • 
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** A wife man walks on one foot, llowly and 
“ circumfpe£tly, and lives in one place ; nor, 

“ having feen another ftation, Ihould he defert 
“ his former abode. 

N “ There is a place, anfwered the crow, well 
“ conftituted for our purpofe ! What is that ? 

“ faid Hiranyaca. The crow anfwered : In the 
“ wood Dandac is a pool named Car,puragira^ 

“ where lives an old friend of mine, a tortoife, 

“ named Mentbar^ virtuous and juft. 

“ As it is writte*n : . • 

“ It is eafy for all men to difplay learning in 
“ inftruding others ; but it * is the part of one 
“ endued with a great mind, to form himfelf by 
“ the rules of juftice. He will favour me with 
“ flfti, and other food. What, faid the rat, will 
“ become of me who remain here ? 

“ Let a wife man leave that country where he * 
“ has neither honour nor friends, nor kinfmen, 

“ and in which no learned perfon refides. 

“ Again : 

“ Let no man fix his abode where five advan- 

« 

“ tages afe not found ; wealth, a divine teacher, 

“ a raagiftrate, a river, ,and a phyfician. 

“ Take me, therefore, with you. Immediately 
“ the crow and his beloved friend, amufing 
“• themfelves with a variety of converfation, 
“ went towards the pool. 

“ W4ien Mentbar, from adiftance,*i?erceived 
VOL. XI. D 
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“ Lagbupatanaca, he rofe, and having greeted 

him, refpedfuJJy fainted the rat. 

“ As it is written : 

“ Whether a boy, a youth, or an old man, 
‘‘ c,ome to a houfe, he muft be faluted by i.s 
“ owner, with as much reverence as a fpiritual 
“ preceptor. 

“ The crow then began ; O Menthar! receive 
“ us both with dlftinguiflied honour ; this gueft 
“ is Hiranyaca^ the prince of rats, virtuous, 
“ noble, and in kindnefs, like the gera-pro- 
“ ducing ocean ; if the king of ferpents were 
“ able to defcribe his virtues, he muft fpeak with 
“ two thoufand tongues ! 

“ He then related the ftory of Chitragriva : 
“ and the tortoifc having paid his refpefts anew 
“ to Hiranyaca^ faid : You are beft able to in- 
“ form us of your reafon for inhabiting the 
“ wood. 

“ I will inform you, faid the rat ; be atten- 
“ tive. In a town called Champa^ is a place full 
“ of religious mendicants ; one of them called 
“ Churacarna, has his abode there, and is ufed 
“ to fleep, having depofited on a beam the 
“ remnant of his food given in charity ; this 
“ food, I having run up the beam, iifed to de> 
“ vour. One day an intimate friend of his, 
“ named Vtnacarna^ one of the religious frater- 
“ nity, tame to fee him, and fat down by him) 
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“ and relating a number of adventures j while 
“ he, through fear of my voracity, continued 
“ waving a piece of cane: his gueft faid, Why 
are you difpleafed with my converfation, and 
“ intent on other things ? I am not difpleafed, 
“ my good friend, faid the other, but fee what 
“ a conftant enemy yon .rat is to me ; he never 
“ fails to devour the food, which I preferve in a 
“ leaf. When Vinacarna had looked at the 
“ beam. How, faid h9, can fo feeble an animal 
“ as a rat leap up fo high ? * This mull proceed 
“ from fome caufe. 

“ As it is faid ; 

“ When a young wife took her old hufband 
“ by the locks, kiffing and embracing him, there 
“ was certainly fome reafon for her fondnefs. 

“ What was it ? faid the other. And Vlna- 
“ carna faid : 

“ In the province of Goura is a town called 
“ Canfanti, where lived an opulent f banker 
“ named Cbandanas ; when he grew old, rely- 
“ ing on his wealth,* he married a banker’s 
“ daughter named Lilawati: Ihe was a girl like 
“ the fifh on the llandafd of Qdmadevd. 

“ And the poet fays : 

“ As thofe who have caught cold, take no 
“ pleal'ure in moon-lhine, or thofe who have a 
‘‘ fever in the heat of the fun, fo the mipd of a 
woman delights not a hulband, where there is 

“ great difparity of years. 

• • 

P 2 
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“ The old banker, however, loved her paflion- 
“ ately. 

“ Fork isfaid: 

** All who have fouls defire wealth and life,; 
“ but a young wife is dearer to an old man than 
“ his very foul. 

“ Soon after this, Lilawati^ elate with youth, 
lofing her dignity, good difpofition, and ho- 
nour, became enamoured of a certain banker’s 
fon. 

“ Thus the mbralift lays : 

To follow their own inclinations in the 
" houfe of their father ; to join in fports ; to 
** mix in ailemblies of women before men ; to 
fojourn abroad without end ; to affociate with 
“ harlots ; to be always prodigal of their w^ealth : 
thefe caufe the ruin of women. > 

** Drinking with ftrangers ; converfing with 
** bad perfons ; infidelity to hufbands ; walking 
in public ; too much fleep ; dwelling in the 
** houfes of others : thefe arc the conftant faults 
** of women. • 

It 

A father fecures a woman in infancy, a huf- 
“ band in youth,, children in old age ; but a. 

woman who follows her own inclination, 
‘‘ cannot be fecured.* 

One day Lilafwati,, fitting in amorous con- 
verljition with the banker’s fon, on a pink bed, 
“ ihlning like a necklace of pearls, perceived not 
** the approach of hei; huiband ; but when fhe 
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“ faw him Ihe rofe haftily, took him by the hair, 
“ and 'embraced him, while the lover flipped 
“ aw:ay. A woman who lived clofe by, and 
faw this, repeated in her own mind : When a 
“ young wife, and fo forth. 

“ Now, in my opinion, the encreafed ftrength 
“ of this rat muft proceed from fome caufe. Con- 
“ fider a little, the caufe may be important j per- 
“ haps a treafure is colleded there. 

“ Since it is written: 

• ^ 

“ Every rich man, and eVery bad man, in all 
“ places, and at all times, gains pre-eminence, 
“ and encreafe of dominion, by his wealth. 

“ So faying, the religious mendicant took a 
“ fpade, and having dug up my hole, feized my 
“ long collefted hoard ; after which I was defli- 
“ tute of ftrength, and having weak- 

'• ened me with pleafure to himfelf, and feeing 
“ me unable to obtain food, timidly creeping by 
“ little and little, 

“ Thus faid : 

“ Every man abounding in wealth, becomes 
by that wealth a man of learning ; fee, for 
‘ this reafon, how th& wicked rat ftands on a 
* level with his vdiole race colle^ively. 

“ A man who has no fubftanca^ can have but 
‘ little underftanding ; all his adions die away 
' like rivulets in the fultry feafon. ^ 

“ He who has wealth has friends ; he who has 
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“ wealth has relations ; Tie who has wealth Is a 
hero among the people ; he who^ias wealth is 
even a fage. 

“ Empty is the houfe of a childlcfs man ; ^ 
“ empty is the mind of a batchelor ; empty are 
all quarters of the world to an ignorant man ; 
“ but poverty is total emptinefs. 

“ After all : 

“ Thefe members are not impaired; this 
“ name alfo remains ; this voice alfo continueth ; 
“ this knowledge is ‘not weakened ! By the ar- 
“ rogance, which, wealth occafions, a man is 
“ ruined ; fo much for him ! Another fucceeds, 
and has the fame end. What wonder is there 
“ in this ? 

" All this being heard and conlldered, a 
“ longer abode in that place, then appeared 
“ improper for me ; and what this man had faid 
“ to the other on the fubjedl, was equally dif- 
“ agreeable. 

“ Therefore, as it is written : 

** A prudent perfon Ihculd not difeover his 
poverty, his felf-torments, the diforSers of his 
“ houfe, his uneaHnefs, or his difgrace. 

“ When the Divine difpl^afure is incurred, 

“ and humar> life is. expofed to vain difquiet, 

“ whence, except from the thickeft wood, can 
an ilp^ent man derive comfort. 

‘^The man of virtue may die, yet fie becomes , 
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“ itot avaricious ; as fire may be extiagwibed, 
“ but cannotbe cooli^. 

“ A fcholar, like a duller of flowers, muft 
“ remain in one of two conditions, either at the 
“ head of men, or in the deiert. 

And fince a life of beggary, in that place, 
‘‘ would have been extremely ridiculous, there- 
“ fore, 

“ According to the verfe : 

“ A mind haralTed by indigence, would re- 
“ ceive more content from*the body being con- 
" fumed with fire, than from a greedy grafping 
“ niggard ! 

“ From poverty comes difgrace j from dif- 
grace, want of courage ; from imbecility, ruin ; 
“ from ruin, defertion of the world ; from that 
“ defertion proceeds anguilh ; from anguilh, lofs 
“ of underftanding ; from lofs of underftanding, 
“ lofs of all things. Strange that poverty Ihould 
“ be the fource of all evils ! 

“ Silence for the remainder of life, is better 
“ than fpeaking falfely. 

“To depart from life is better than taking 
“ pleafure in the words of an infidious man ; 
“ and to fubfill on alms, than to live luxurioufly 
“ with another’s wealth. . • 

“ It is better to abandon life, than flatter the 
bafe. 
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Servitude takes away ali honour, as mo6n- 
light difperfes the darknefs, and, as oH age 
deftroys the bloom of beauty ; and as pioufly 
** naming Gob removes fin, fo beggary extin-^ 
** guilhes a multitude of virtues ! 

“ How then could I fubfift on the cates of 
“ another perfon ? Wretched would be that fuf- 
tenance^ And as bad as the gates of death. 

“ Superficial knowledge ; pleafure dearly pur- 
‘‘ chafed ; and fubfiftence at the will of another ; 
“ thefe three are the dilgrace of mankind. 

“ Mrferable is fie who refides in a foreign 
“ land, he who eats the food of another, and he 
“ who dwells in another’s houfe : whoever lives 
“ muft die, and whoever dies finds reft in 
“ death ! 

“ Having remarked this, I again*endeavoured, 
“ through defire of gain, to acquire new riches ! 

** And repeated the lines of the poet : 

“ Through avarice a man lofes his under- 
** ftanding ; and by his thirft for wealth, he 
“ gives pain to the inhabitants of the other 
world, and of this. 

“ Theft, terrified by the piece of fplit cane 
“ which Vemcarna held, I thought within my- 
“ felf ; a covetous, dkTcontented man, is always 
** his own enemy ; and called to memory this 
couplet. 
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He who poflefies a contented mind poiTefleS 
** all 'things; as the fnake who is cover«i with 
“ his fkin, has no need of flippers for his feet. 

“ How can that delight, which the godly- 
“ minded feel, who tafte the nedar of content, 
be felt by thofe who covet wealth, and flutter 
“ about from place to place. 

“ That man has read, has heard, has pradifed 
** every thing, who, laying expedtation aCde, 
“ feeks refuge in his defpair of w'orldly enjoy- 
“ ment. 

“ Not to attend at the door of the wealthy, 
and not to ufe the voice of petition, thefe con- 
“ ftitute the beft life of a man. 

“ An hundred long leagues is no diftance for 
“ him who would quench the thirft of covetouC- 
“ nefs ; but. a contented man has no folicitude 
“ for grafping wealth : the feafonable termina- 
“ tion of bufluefs, therefore, is always Beft. 

How great a duty is it to take a tender care 
“ of our fouls ! How great a delight is good 
** health to all creatures ! 

“ Ho*w great a fatisfaftion is friendfhip ! 

“ How high a gratification to the wife, is the 
“ completion of, works well begun ! 

“ Let a man defert a fingle perfon for the fake 
“ of his tribe ; his tribe for the fake of his na- 
tive city ; his native city for the fake of his 
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•• country ; and the whole world for the fake of 
“ his whole foul. 

“ Of two things, water drank without pain, 
or fweetmeats eaten with great fear of illnefs, I 
" fee by certain experience, whether gives the 
“ more fatisfadory pleafure. 

“ Having confidered this, I repaired to a wil- 
“ dernefs, where I was fupported by a fenfe of 
“ my own virtue ; and having been entertained 
“ by the many favours of this excellent friend, 

I now confider the protedion of your good 
qualities, as an acquilition equal to heaven itfelf, 

“ As the poet fays : 

“ The poifonous tree of this world bears two 
“ fruits of exquifite favour, poetry fweet as 
“ nedar, and the fociety of the good. 

“ Thy exceffive parlimony, faid, Ment'bara^ 

“ vras the fault, which caufed thefe misfortunes. 

“ If is written : 

“ A proper negled of riches is the means of 
“ prefervation ; as the canal is preferved by hold- 
“ ing water negligently on jts bofom. 

“ He who feeks wealth, facrifices his own 
“ pleafure ; and like him. who carries burdens 
“ for others, bears the load of anxiety ! 

“ Why are npt we eqriched with that wealth, 

“ which fills the coffers of thofe who employ it 
“ neither in liberality or food. 
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The wealth of a covetous man is the fame, 

with refpe£k to others, as money never enjoy- 
“ ed } it is his property, and when loft he be- 
“ coraeth miferable. 

“ Liberality attended with mild language j 
“ divine learning without pride ; valour united 
“ with mercy; wealth, accompanied with a ge- 
“ nerous contempt of it ; thefe four (jualities are 
“ with difficulty acquired. 

“ Frugality fliould ever be pradifed, but not 
** excelfive parfimohy ; for*fee how a mifer was 
“ killed by a bow drawn by himfelf I 
“ How was that ? faid Hiranyaca. 

“ In the country of Calyanacataca, faid 
“ Ment'hara^ lived a mighty hunter, named 
“ "Bhairazay or terrible; one day he went in 
“ fearch of game into a foreft, on the mountains 
“ Find'jya; where having flain a fav/n, and takea“ 
“ it up, he perceived a boar of tremendous fize; 
“ he therefore threw the fawn on the ground, 

“ and wounded the boar with an arrow ; the 
“ beaft, horribly rearing, rufhed upon him, and 
“ wouiided him dcfperately, fo that he fell like a 
“ tree ftricken with an axe. 

“ Thus fays the poet*: 

“ Water ; fi're ; poifqn ; the fword ; hunger; 

“ difeafe ; falling from a rock; thefe are acci- 
“ dents, which whenever a man meets, he is 
“ defCrtfed by his vital fpirit. 
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' “ In the meanwhile a Ihakal, named Lougery^ 
*' was roving in fearch of food, and having per- 
** ceived the fawn, the hunter, and the boar, all 
“ three dead j he faid to himfelf : What a noble < 
“ provifion is here made for me ! 

“ As the pains of men aflail them unexped- 
“ edly, fo their plcafures come in the fame 
'*• manner j a divine power ftrongly operates in 
“ both. 

“ Be it fo, the flcfh of thefe three animals will 
“ fuftain me a whole inonth, or longer. 

“ A man, fuffices/or one month ; a fawn, and 
“ a boar, for two j a fnake, for a whole day ; and 
“ then I will devour the bowftring. When the 

firll impulfe of his hunger was allayed, he 
“ faid ; This flelh is not yet tender, let me tafte 
“ the twilled firing, with which the horns of this 
“ bow are joined. So faying, he began to gnaw 
“ it ; but in the inllant when he had cut the 
“ ftring, the bracee bow leaped forcibly up, and 
“ wounded him iu the breall, fo that he departed 
“ in the agonies of death. ‘This I meant vvhcn 
“ I cited the verfe : Frugality Ihould ever be 
“ pradlifed, &c. 

“ Belides : 

“ What a rich man gives, and what he con- 
“ fumes, that is his real wealth ; when he dies 
“ other covetous men will fport with his riches, 

** and with his women. 
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What thou giveft to diftinguiflicd men, and 
“ whut thou eatcft every day, that, in my opi- 

nion, is thine own wealth. Whofe is the, 
“ remainder which thou hoardeft ? 

“ But let this pafs, what ufe is there in refum- 
“ i'ng old topics ? 

“ Wife and learned men feelc not unattainable 
“ things, grieve not for what is loft, aend vex not 
“ themfelves in the hour of danger. 

“ Follow this pradice, my friend, and be con- 
“ tent. 

“ Many who read the feriptures are grofsly ig- 
“ norant ; but he who ads w'ell is a truly learned 
“ man. 

“ The recovery of the fick is attained by care- 
“ ful meditation, not by knowing only the names 
“ of the patients. 

“ A man eminent in learning, has not even 
“ a little virtue, if he fears to pradife it. What 
“ precious things can be Ihown to a blind man 
“ by a lamp, which he holds in his hand. 

My friend, new friendfhip will be con- 
“ traded with the helps which a new country 
“ will fupply. The rat faid : But this muft not 
“ be complied with. 

“ Since it is written t » 

“ A prince, a woman of high rank, a prieft, 
“ an obedient fervant, a counfellor, nev^profper 
“ by leaving their native places ; in this refped 
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“ men refemble their teeth, their hair, and thfiir 
“ nails. Menibara faid : ITiis however is the 
“ fj>eech of a weak man, 

“ Since others write : 

“ Lions, elephants, and brave men, leave their 
“ country, and profper ; v\ hile ravens, cowards, 
“ and deer, remain in theirs and perilh. 

“ Thns, too, it is faid : 

“ What is the bufincfs of a valiant and wife 
“ man ? What other country can he know, but 
“ that which he has 'fubdued by the ftrength of 
“ his arm ? 

“ In the foreft of which a lion armed with 
“ teeth, claws, and a tremendous tail, becomes 
“ polTcffor ; even there he quenches his thirll 
“ with the blood of the princely elephant whom 
“ he has flain. 

“ Frogs repair to a fmall pond, filh to a full 
“ lake j “but all the wealth of others, comes to 
“ a man who exerts himfelf. 

“ I continually am enjoying prefent pleafure, 
“ or feeling prefent pain : *lius pains and plea- 
“ fures revolve like a wheel ! 

“ The goddefs of profperity haftens volunta- 
“ rily to inhabit the manlion of that brave man, 
“ who lives contented^ difpatches his bufinefs, 
“ knows the difference of adions, is able to bear 
** misfortunes, and is firm in frlendlhip ! 
j “ A hero, even without riches, attains an en* 
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“ ereafe of honour ; but a bafe man, with all his 
“ collected wealth, treads the path of infamy. 

“ How can a dog, by running away with a 
“ necklace of gold, obtain the noble fpirit of a 
“ lion, whofe nature leads to the acquifition of 
“ eminent virtues ? 

“ What means thy pride, O wealthy man ? 
“ When thy wealth is gone thou art miferable ; 
" and the riches of men are tofled about^ like a 
“ ball from hand to hand. 

“ The lliadow of Yummer* clouds, the friend- 
“ fliip of wicked men, green corn, and women, 
“ youth, and wealth, all thefe are enjoyed but a 
“ Ihort time. 

“ Strive not eagerly to attain provifions, they 
“ ari: provided by God : when the new-born 
“ animal fall^ from the mother, her nipples drop 
“ milk for his fupport. 

“ Yet more, my friend : ' 

“ He, by wdiom white flamans, green parrots, 
“ and richly coloured peacocks, w'ere made, will 

furely find provifion for thee ! 

“ Heat alfo, my beloved, the wonderful pro- 
“ perty of riches : they* who are acquiring them 
“ endure pain ; apd when they have acquired 
“ them, are haralTed with, perils ; whence then 
“ can proceed the delights of wealth ? 

“ Still farther ; 

“ E^'^n’with the love of virtue, the’purfuit of 
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“ wealth is excelled by poverty : it is better to 
** ftand at a diftance from mud, than, to be defiled 
“ by bathing in it. Therefore, as food is ac- 
“ quired by fowls in the air, by birds and beads 
*' of prey on earth, and by lilh in the water, fo 
“ may a man be in all places rich. 

“ As death is apprehended by all animals, fo 
“ the apprehenfions of the rich from kings, from 
“ water, from fire, from robbers, from relations, 
“ never ceafe ! 

“ In many birth's 'is pain ; and what pain may 
“ not infue? When will there be no defire of 
‘‘ wealth? A defire which is infatiable. 

“ Again, O my brother, hear : 

“ Riches are not eafily acquired, and when 
** acquired, arc with extreme care preferred ; 
“ when death comes they are gone, be not there- 
“ fore anxious for wealth. 

“ If thirft of riches be abandoned, who is 
“ poor ? But if it continue, and a river of gold 
“ be given to fatisfy it, yet mean habits of fervi- 
“ lity will remain with it. , 

“ From the attainment of every defired ob- 
“ je£t, the defire is fatisfied ; if converfely the 
“ defire be fatisfied, a man, r^ch in himfelf, has 
“ obtained his obje£l I 
“ Still farther : 

“ What ufe is there in wealth to him who 
“ neither 'gives nor enjoys it ? Whatlsftrength 
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** to him who fubdues not]^his own foes ? What 
** figrlifies acknowledge of the Scripture to him 
who fails to praftife virtue ? What is the foul 
itfelf to him who keeps not his own body in 
fubjeiSion ? 

“ Why fhould many w’ords be ufecl ? Let the 
prefent time be fpent in confidential difeourfe* 

** As it is written : 

Friendftiips, even after death ; refentments 
before it, appeafed and a boundlefs liberality ; 
‘‘ thefeare not the qualities* of little fouls* 

“ Thou art kind, friend Ment'hara^ faid Laghu^ 
‘‘ patanaca^ and art ever difpofed to give a juft 
protedion. 

‘‘ As the poet fays : 

By means of the good, are the good extri- 
cated from difficulties ; as elephants who ftick 
“ in a quagmire, can be drawn out only by 
“ elephants ! 

An honeft man is delighted with an honeft 
“ man ; but the bafe take no delight in the juft ; 
‘‘ as the bee approaciies the lotus with a foft 
“ murmur, not the frog who ftays fixed in one 
fpot. 

Again : 

‘‘ He is the only valuable man, he is the moft 
excellent; he is a man ofreal worth, from whofe 
“ prefence neither they who afk alms^ ijor they 
; “ who Tee*k protection, depart hopclefs or un- 
fuccefsfuh 
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“ The three true friends, therefore, feeding; 
*' and roving at pleafure, lived with <conterft and 
“ happinefs. Sometime after, an antelope, named 
“ Chitranga^ or painted-hide, fliewing great t 
“ marks of fear, came to the plac'e wliere the 
“ friends were aflembled ; each of them per- 
“ ceiving his approach, looked back with appre- 
“ henlion' of danger : the tortoife entered the 
“ water, the rat his hole, and the crow flew to 
“ the top of a tree. The crow, however, look- 
ing round to a ctfnfiderable diftance, faw no 
“ juft ground of dread ; and on his report they 
“ all reaflembled. When the tortoife perceived 
“ the fawn, he faid : Welcome, good antelope, 

“ enjoy here the pleafure of grazing at will ; and 
“ honour this foreft by making it your abode. 1 
“ am terrified by a hunter, faid Ckitrdjiga^ and 
“ come to feek your proledlion. He who rc- 
“ je£ts another, fecking his protection, commits 
“ a crime, fay the learned, equal to that of kill- 
“ ing a Brahman. I am delirous of obtaining 
“ your friendftiip. A coi&traCl of amity with 
“ you, anfvrered Hiranyaca, is readily formed 
“ by ns. 

“ As 1 he poet fays : 

“ We may diftinguilh four forts of friend- 
“ fhip ; that contracted by our fons, that by our 
kinfmen, that tranfmitted by our anceftors, 
“ and that which preferves ourfelvds from 
‘‘ danger. 
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Live hete then without any diftindion be- 
“ tween our abode, and yOur own home. 

‘f When the antelope heard this he was de- 
I “ lighted, and having grazed and roamed at his 
“ eafe, drank fome water from a pool, and flept 
“ bv the fide of it, under the Ihdde of a tree. 

“ According to the couplet : 

“ Spring water, the fhade of the *• Bdta-tree, 
“ and a houfe built with bricks; thefe are warm 
‘‘ in the cold feafon^ and cool in the hot. 

“ Friend antelope, faid 'Ment' bar a when he 
“ waked, what can’ll thou, fear in this unfre- 
‘‘ quented thicket, which hunters feldom or 
“ never vifit? 

“ The antelope anfwered. In the country of 
Calinga is a prince, named Rucmangada, who 
“ advancing , with preparations to fubdue the 
“ adjacent regions, has fixed his ftation near the 
“ river Chandrabhdga ; and a report lias pre- 
“ vailed that he will come with a party of 
“ huntfmen early in the morning towards the 
“ lake Carpura^ fo that our ftay here this morn- 
“ ing ap'pears dangerous ; fugged fome con- 
“ trivance for our fafety. 

“ The tortoife Jiearing this, fald, with marks 
** of fear : I will conceal. myfelf in this pond. 


* Ficus of Linnsus. 
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“ The crow and antelope faid ; We will ieefc 
“ a different hiding-place. 

“ Ment'hara, faid the rat, laughing, has an 
“ advantage in returning to the water : what 
“ advantage has an animal who lives only on 
“ land ? 

“ Thus it is faid : 

“ Water is the ftrength of aquatic animals, a 
“ moat of thofewho inhabit it, their own coun- 
“ try of thofe who travel on foot, and of princes’ 
“valour: with this admonition, friend Ment'- 
hara^ be it as you determine j yet, when the 
“ banker’s fon faw the woman ftrike her breaft, 
“ he was unhappy, and fuch unhappinefs will 
befall you if we are injured. How was that ? 
“ faid the company. 

“ In the country of Canyacuja't faid the rat, 
“ is a prince named Virafena, and his fon, named 
“ Furangabala, holds the vice-royalty of a large 
“ city called Virapura ; the prince was im- 
“ menfely rich, and in the prime of youth. As 
“ he was walking in the»city, under his com- 
“ mand, he faw a moft lovely girl named 
“ Lavanyavati, or^(with a fine complexion) the 
“ wife of a banker. When he came to his 
“ palace, his mind being diftraded with paflion, 
“ he fent a female meffenger to her. Lavanya- 
“ vaf !^on her part, w'as delighted with the fight 
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“ of the prince, and her bofom was rent with the 
“ arrow of love, fo that fhe fixed her mind on 
“ him alone. 

“ As it is written : 

“No man is hated by woman, and none Is 
“ truly beloved by them j as cattle in a forell 
“ feek for pafture frefti and freih. 

“ This damfel, therefore, having ’heard the 
“ difcourfe of the female nteffenger, fpoke thus ; 

“ I am wholly at the fervice of my hufband : 

“ how then can this be complied with ? 

“ It is written : 

“ She is a wife, who is attentive to her fa- 
“ mily ; flie is a wife, who is the life of her 
“ hufband j fhe is a wife, who faithfully ferves 
“ him ; fhe is not to be named a wife, in whom 
“ a hufband is not happy. 

“ A hufband whohascalled on the fire to atteft 
“ his faith, is furely the foie afylum of his wife ; 
“ the beauty of a cocil is his fong ; the beauty 
“ of a woman is obedience to her hufband ; the 
“ beauty^ of the ugly is learning ; meeknefs is 
the beauty of the pious ; but if the lord of my 
“ life fhall tell me to doTuch jhings,! am ready to 
“ commit even this great fin ! Is this true? faidthe 
“ woman. Perfectly true, anfwered 

“ The female craiflary reported all this con- 
verfation to Turangabalai and when,the prince 
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** heard it, he faid : the man mull be invited, 
and bring his wife here, and then flie may 
“ be gained. But how can this be efFedled, faid 
■ ‘ the woman, think of fome contrivance. 

“ For it is written : 

“ That may be accompliflied by a ftratagem, 
‘‘ which force cannot accomplifh : an elephant 
was flain by a fhakal, who led him into a 
“ quagmire. 

“ Turangabada afked, Kow that happened ? 
“ and the old woman anfwered : 

“ In the foreft of Brahma lives an elephant, 
” named Carpuratilica, whom, when the fhakals 
‘‘ law, they faid among themfelves, If this ani- 
“ mal can, by any ftratagem, be killed wc Ihall 
“ be fupplied with food from his carcafo for 
“ four months. An old fhakal upon this boldly 
“ faid : . By my fagacity and courage his death 
fliall be effedfed. He accordingly went clofe 
to the elephant, and fainting him by bending 
his whole body, thus addrefled him : Divine 
“ beaft ! grant me the favour of an interview. 
Who art thou ? faid the elephant, and whence 

c 

dpft thou come Wther ? I am, replied he, a 
“ fliaky, fumamed Little and 'Wife, and am fent 
“ into thy prefence by the affembled inhabitants 
of thefe woods. Since the vaft foreft cannot 
“ fubfill without a king, it is therefore deter- 
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“‘mined to perform the ceremony of wafhing 
“ thfee, as fovereign of the foreft ; thee who art 
“ poflefled of every princely virtue. 

“ Thus it is faid : 

“ He who is eminent in birth, virtue, and 
piety, fplendid, juft, perfed in morals, is fit to 
“ be a ruler in this world. 

“ Again : 

“ Let a man firft choofe his king, then his 
■“ wife, and then acquire his property. 

“ If there be no king aftibng mortals, whence 
“ can riches flow ? Bcfides, a king, like the 
“ clouds, is the fupporter of all animals : when 
“ the clouds produce no rain, or the king is 
^ vitious, no being can live. 

“ Farther : 

“ A man always intent on gain, is bound to 
“ ad well in this life, almoft wholly by the fear 
“ of punilhment ; and an honeft man is hard to 
“ be found ! Thus a woman is obliged by the 
“ dread of punilhment to take a hulband of her 
“ own family, though he be bafe, or dull, Tick, 
or poor. 

“ Left, therefore, the fortunate time for thy • 
“ inauguration ihould flip away, come quickly ; 
“ fo faying, he rofe, andrfjreding his tail, ran on ; 
“ while the elephant, conceiving In his mind the 
“ defire of royalty, marched in the fame road 
with ‘the fhakal, and ftuck In a deep bog. 
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Friend Ihalc^/faid he, what can now be con- 
“ trived for my efcape? I am fallen 'into a ‘iquag- 
“ mire, and cannot rife out of it. The ftiakal 
faid, laughing : Take hold of my tail, my 
“ lord, and get out by the help of it. Such is 
“ the fruit, faid the elephant, of my confidence 
“ in your deceitful fpeech, 

“ As* the poet fays : 

“ If thou enjoyeft the company of the good, 
“ then wilt thou thyfelf be happy (good) ; but if 
“ thou failed into’ Company with the wicked, 
‘‘ then wilt thou fajl indeed ! 

“ Therefore, I faid : That may be accora- 
“ plilhed by a llratagem, &c. 

“ Afterwards, by the old woman’s advice, the 
“ prince took into his fervice the banker’s fon, 
“ named Cbarudatta^ the hulbarvd of his be- 
“ loved, and employed him in all confidential 
“ affairs*. One day the prince coming frefh from 
the bath, adorned with gold and gems, faid to 
“ him : I muft celebrate the * Gauri Puja for a 
“ whole month ; and on each day, beginning 
“ from the prefent, thou muft bring me, in turn, 
“ a young woman of good family, who may 
pray for me to the goddefs as fervently as Ihe 
“ can. Cbhrudatta accordingly brought a young 

* Gauri, one of the names of the confort of Siva; alfo, a 
fair young V6maa. 
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“ woman of rank, and delivered to him, and 
“ theft conaealcd himfelf to difcover what he 
would do ; but the prince, without even 
»“ touching the damfel, decorated her with a rich 
“ drefs, paid his adoration together with her to 
“ the goddefs, and inftantly difraifled her with 
“a guard. The hulband having feen this, with 
“ an eager defire of gain, next day bnaught and 
“ introduced his own wife to the prince, who 
knowing Langalayati, whom he tenderly 
“ loved, immediately arofe,^hd clofely embraced 
her, and his eyes expanding with joy, led her 
“ to a couch adorned with gems ; whilft Cha-^ 
“ rutta^ having written this on his mind, but 
ignorant how he fliould ad, ftood by afflided 
“ and tormented. Thus, therefore, muft thou 
“ a6l and fuggeft fome prudent fcheme. The 
“ tortoife, however, not regarding this friendly 
“ difcourfe, abandoned the lake and ftofe away, 
“ while the rat, and the other friends, followed 
“ him. As they advanced a little farther on, a 
“ huntfman, beating«the thicket, found the tor- 
“ toife, and having tied him to his bow, brought 
“ him in painful agitation to his houfe. The 
“ fawn, the rat, apd the crow, feeing this, were 
opprefled with grief. The rat mournfully ex- 
“ claimed : I find no end of misfortunes : like 
a perfon who attempts to traverfe the ocean, 





HITOPADE'SA. 


one cal.amUy is followed by another, and to 
“ this pain many dangers are added. 

“ Yet more : 

“ A friendfliip arifing from nature, grows by 
“ a change of fortune ; and a virtuous being 
“ abandons, not even in danger, a friendfliip 
“ which art has not formed. 

“ Not* in a mother, not in wives, not in a 
“ twin brother, not in a fon, can men have fuch 
“ confidence, as in a friend united by confor- 

mity of difpofition ! 

“ Thus am I extremely miferable ! Alas, my 
“ unhappy deftiny ! 

“ It is therefore written ; 

Happinefs and mifery are caufed by each 
** man’s ads in a former ftate : thus, iii this 
** life even, I fee the bad fruits fif a preceding 
“ birth. 

“ The body approaches to decay ; and riches 
“ produce danger, in coming and departing : all 
“ things that grow are fubjed to diflblution. 

Then, being yet more anxious, he faid : 

“ The prefervers from grief, from enemies, 
“ from fear, the feat of affedioii and confidence 
“ is friendfliip, a little worej of two fyllableS. 
whom was this,, precious gem created ? 

’** An union producing true affedion, the de- 
“ light of both eyes and heart, a precious vafe, 
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in which to depofit, both pleafure and pain, is 
“ har3 to bef acquired ; but fqch friends, as ift 
“ tiiiie of profperity make a buftle through defire 
*“ of gain, are every where to be found. Their 
“ fincerity muft be tried by the touchftone of 
“ adverfity. 

*f*Then the rat, with various emotions of an- 
“ guifh, thus addrefled the crow and the fawn : 
“ As long as the hunter fliall remain in the 
wood, an effort nxuft be made to recover the 
“ tortoife. 

“ Both of them faid : Tell us quickly what 
“ muft bedone. 

“ Let the fawn, faid Hiranyaca, go near the 
“ ppnd, and, lying motionlefs, make himfelf ap- 
pear as if he was dead, while the crow, fitting 
“ on him, pecks him a little with his beak ; 
“ when the greedy hunter fees this, he will cer- 
tainly leave the tortoife, and go haftily for the 
“ flefh of the antelope ; I, in the mean time, 
“ will gnaw the firing which binds our friend ! 

The fawn and dlrow both went, and did 
“ immediately as they were diredled. The 
hunter being fatigued had drank fome water, 
and was fitting* under a tree, when he faw the 
‘ ‘ antelopefall. Then taking a large knife he 
“ went with great joy towards him, while 
“ Hiranyaca gnawed in tw'o the ftriqg j upon 
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“ which the tortoife repaired with all poffible 
“ ^ced to the pool, and funk in the 'water. 

When the antelope faw the hunter approach 
“ he rofe and ran away, while the crow flew 
“ into the air. As foon as the rapacious hunter 
“.returned to the tree, he mifled the tortoife, and 
“ with vexation exclaimed : This is the con- 
“ fequence of having adted unadvifedly. 

“ He who leaves things certain, and purfues 
** things uncertain, lofes yrhat he had obtained, 
“ and milTes what He expedls. 

“ The hunter then returned home, w'hile the 
“ tortoife and his friends, all free from danger, 
“ returned to their ftations, and palfed their lives 
“ with pleafure. 

“ Make friends, both ftrong and weak, as 
“you fee how the tortoife was* releafed from 

bondage by a rat.” 

The 'princes then faid with delight : “ The 
“ happy union of thefe friends will contribute to 
“ our improvement !” 

“ Let this then be your great objed, and more 

than this,” faid Vijhmfarman. 

“ As it is written :* 

“ Attach thyfelf to a virtuous friend, and 
“ bring down the goddefs of abundance on thy 
“ country. Let kings nourilh and proted the 
** world } conftantly fixed in the path of juftice : 
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“ let virtue be wedded to you, 0 monarchs! that 
“ you* may give happinefs to the hearts of the 
“ virtuous ; and may the God, who decorates 
*“ his brow with a waning moon, grant felicity 
“ to all mankind !” 


Till END OF THE FIRST BOOK. 



BOOK THE SECON-D. 


Suliridbheda, or the Breach of Friendship. 

The princes then faid: “ Great fir, the acqui- 
fition of friends has been heard j it is our de- 
fire now to hear a difccturfe on the breach of 
friendfliip.” 

“ Hear then,” faid Vifinufarman^ “ the book 
“ Suhrtdbhedoy of which this is the firft verfe. 

“ The great and encreafed friendfliip of the 
lion and the bull, in the foreft, was broken by 
an artful and covetous fliakal.” 

“ How was that ?” faid the princes. 
Vijhmfarmm anfwered : “ In the country 
“ of Daejhin, or South, is a city named Souver- 
“ navati, where lived a very rich banker, named 
Verddhamana ; who, with all his wealth, feeing 
“ others very opulent, ftill refolved to encreafe 
“ his own riches. 

“ For: 

“ Whofe greatnefs is not occafioned by feeing 
others lower and lower than himfelf ? All 
“ men are poor who fee others higher and higher 
“ than’chem. , 

“ He who thinks himfelf well provided for 
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‘‘ by fmall poflelBons, •will not, in my opinionj’ 
“ have them encreafed by the Creator of the 
“ world. 

. “ Luchmiy the goddefs of profperity, defifes 
“ not to dwell with a lazy unemployed man. 

“ May women be unable to bring forth a 
“ fon, who lhall not exert himfelf, who is dif- 
“ contented, weak, and giving pleafure to his 
“ foes. 

“ Gain all you can, and what you gain, keep 
“ with care ; what you keep,* encreafe, and what 
‘‘ you encreafe, bellow on gopd works. 

“ The man who neither gives in charity, nor 
“ enjoys his wealth, which every day encreafes, 
“ breathes, indeed, like the bellows of a fmith ; 
“ but cannot be laid to live. 

“ He who augments not his fubftance, 
“ though he fpends little, waftes away like a 
“ medicine applied to weak eyes. Riches not 
“ employed, are of no ufe. 

“ Let a man, who remarks the fpeedy wafte 
“ of eye- water, and the quick encreafe of a white 
“ ant’s neft, fitlTer no day to pafs unfruitful in 
“ charity, lludy, and good works ! 

“ By the fall oi^ water-drops the pot is filled ; 
“ fuch is the encreafe of riches, of knowledge, 
“ and of virtue ! 

“ Having thus meditated, the banker yoked 
; his t's^o bulls, named Sanjlvaca and ^andaca ; 
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** and having laden a waggon with various ar- 
“ tides of trade, repaired towards Cajhmin 
** Since : 

What burden is too great for thofe who can ■ 
** bear it? What is diftance to thofe who have 
“ important aifairs ? What is refidence in a fo- 
reign country to the learned ? Who is a 
“ foreigner to thofe who fpeak civilly? 

“ As he was travelling on a mountain, called 
Sudurga, his bull, named Sanjivaca, fell and 
“ broke his knee ; which the merchant obferving, 
“ thus faid to himfelf : 

“ Let a wife moralifl: tranfad his bufinefs in 
“ all parts of the world, his reward will be, that 
which is fixed in the mind of God ! 

“ Farther : 

“ The man who polTefles true learning, muft 
“ ad when he is fent on bufinefs with dil'patch ; 
“ knowledge certainly prefcribes difpatch in the 
“ foul of man ; but fear, which is the ruin of all 
“ adions, muft be laid afide on all occafions : by 
“ difcarding fear, and difchargihg our duty, fuc- 
“ cefs is obtained. 

“ So faying, he left* Sanjivaca^ and having 
“ yoked another liull, packed, up his goods and 
“ proceeded. Sanjivacay towards the end of the 
“ day, rofe up, as well as he could, by the help 
“ of his three legs. 

“ for: 
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Of an animal plunged in the ocean, fallen’ 
“ from a mopntain, or bitten by a fnake, the 
“ allotted will of heaven preferves the life. 

, “ Some days having paft, Sanjhaca was able 
“ to traverfe the foreft, where grazing and fport- 
“ ing at pleafure, he was delighted,' grew plump 
“ and ftrong, and lowed with vehemence. 

“ In the fame foreft a lion, named StngaUca^ 
“ was enjoying the delight of dominion obtained 
“ by his own arm, 

“ As it is written : 

“ There is no wafliing in holy water ; no 
“ homage paid by beafts to a lion who gains 
“ power by his own ftrength j his empire is 

from himfelf. 

“ 0ne day the lion, diftra<fted by thirft, went 
“ near the Tamuna with intention to drink of 
“ its water, and there the lowing of the bull, a 
“ found before unheard by him, firft ftrvfck his 
“ ear, like the roaring of a thunder cloud ; upon 
“ which he retired without tailing the Avater, 
“ and returned, intimidated, to his own den, 
“ ftanding*lilent, and confidering what it could 
“ be. In this pofture he was perceived by two 
“ lhakals, fons of hjs minifter,* named Cara:aca 
“ and Damdnaca ; the fecond of whom, ob- 
“ ferving it, thus addrelTed the former : Friend 
“ Qarataca^ for what reafon did the lion^ who 
: ' VOL. XI. * F 
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“ was thirfty, flay to ihoit a time, that He (^uld 
** not tafte that clear water ? My friend, an- 
“ fwered Carhtaca^ it is my opinion, that we 
“ have not attended to perform fome fervicej but 
“ why ftiould we drive to guefs what he wants, 
“ for we have both been long hated by the king, 
“ and yet great pain is endured by^us. 

“ As it is faid : 

“ See what is done by fervants, who feek 
“ wealth by their fervice ; their bodies are un- 
“ der the comn\and of another, and their own 
“ is taken away by fools ! 

“ Again : 

“ While men, protefted by others, bear the 
“ pain of cold, heat, and wind, the learned and 
“ pious are happy in the enjoyment of bodily 
“ eafe. 

“ Yet more : 

“ That life is good which is not fuftained by 
“ another : If they who are dependent on others 
** be truly alive, who are dead ? 

“ Belldes : 

“ Come, go, fall, ftand up, fpeak, keep filence : 
“ thus do the rich fport with their wealth, which 
“ fwallow up thofe who are caught by ex- 
“ pedlation. 

« For : 

“ The foolifh, through defire of gain, make 
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** theinfelves like liarlots, poUfliing and improv-' 
ingiheiftfelres, and' offering prefents to othef 
“ m^n^i 

“ Farther; 

“ Servants, that their mafier fhiy hot he in a 
“ paffion, ftri£tly obey his very look, which, 
“ by its nature, is variable. 

“ And it is added : 

“ He falutes for the fake of gain ; for the fakd 
“ of living he refighs the privileges df life ; he U 
“ miferable for the fake of ple&fure. 

“ Who, if fuch a one be called wife, defervea 
“ the name of fool ? 

“ Still farther : 

** If he be filent, he is called a fool | if eld- 
“ qufent, a madman, or a pratler j at hand, aft 
“ artful fellow. ; at a diftance, a bad attendant ; if 
“ patient, a coward ; if he cannot endure bad 
“ treatment, an errant rafcal : the duty of a fer- 
“ vant is extremely hard, and not performable 
“ even by faints ! 

“ This, replied Damanach^ is not always to 
be fuppdfed, for why Ihould not the great be 
“ ferved for the fake of their favour ? They 
who are foon plq^fed, and Ratify the wilhes 
“ of their fcrvants. 

“ Again ; 

“ Whence fhould men out of place have • 
> wealthj Which makes others give way to the 

'B % 
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“ fan gtooms of their horfes ? Whence fhot^Id 
“ they procure white hmbrellas with long 
“ fticks, horfes, elephants, and a troop of at- 

“ tendants ? ^ 

♦ 

“ Carataca rejoined: Yet, what is our fer- 
“ vice ? we ought certaifily to leave it. 

“ Mark ! 

“ He .who defires to perform what is not his 
bufmcfs, falls dead to the ground, like the 
“ monkey who took up the timber. How, faid 
“ Damanaca^ happened that ? 

“ There is in Magadbadefay faid Cardtaccty 
“ near Dhermaranyay a writer named Subbada, 
“ and intending to give an entertainment, a new 
aflembly room was begun to be built ; a car- 
“ penter having fawed through part of a bean 
it fell on the ground, and a wedge was fixt 
between the two pieces of wood. In that 
“ place a herd of large monkeys, inhabitants of 
“ the foreft, came playing tricks ; and one of 
“ them, againft whom the ftaff of death was fent, 
having taken the beam jvith both his paws, fat 
“ down upon it ; when the two piec^ of fawed 
w'ood caught him, arjd he was fo crulhed that 
“ he perilhed : th'erefore, I fdd, He who defires 
“ to perform what is not his bufmefs, &c. 

“ Yet, faid Damdnacdy a fervant muft indu- 
“ bitably perform the talk affigned by his mailer. 
“ And, faid Cardtucdy a mailer being abfolutu. 
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“ m the whole extent., of his dominion, may ap- 
poinl a chief counfellor ; a fervant, therefore, 
“ fhould never talk of bufinefs ■which does not 
“ belong to him. He who talks of what is 
not his bufinefs, even through a regard for 
his matter, may be beaten, like the afs, with 
“ clamorous reproof, and die of pain ! 

“ How, faid Damanaca^ did that hap’pen? 

‘‘ In VaranaSy replied Carataca (or Baranajiy 
“ not Benares j a waflierman, named Car- 
“ purapata ; one night having amufed himfelf 
“ with his young wife, he fell fatt afleep j when 
“ a thief entered his houfe to tteal his cloaths. 
“ In the court-yard an afs was tied, and a dog 
fat by him. 

“ The afs faid to the dog : This is your bu- 
“ finefs ; What means this ? Why dott not thou 
“ bark loud, and wake our matter? Why Ihouldtt 
“ thou talk of my bufinefs ? faid the dog j thou 
“ knowett the whole, and as well as I have long 
“ guarded this man’s houfe ; for this reafon, he 
“ has long, while he had no fear, ceafed to think 
“ of my food, and now wholly negle<tts to give 
“ it : fuch is the negledl of mjitters, when they 
“ fee nothing alarming. 

“ Hear, thou blockhead, faid the afs, the ca- 
“ nine race is by nature impure, and not to be 
touched^ and fee what they become by iewice ; 
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for, what fort of a fervaitt, or what fort of a 
“ friend is he, who begs for food while ’he is 
** doing his duty? 

** Hear too, faid the dog : 

♦* What fort of a mailer is that, who does not 
honour his fervants while they difcharge their 
duty ? 

Sihce it is written : 

“ To protedt fervants, to ferve mailers, and 
‘‘ to difcharge moral duties, there is no need of 
dragging by violence ! 

“ The afs, in a paffionjfaid : Thou art an old 
“ linner ; hut as to what thou fayell of defert- 
“ ing the bufmefs of my mailer, be it fo ; and 
“ let me take fuch meafures as will awaken 
him! 

“ Since : 

‘‘ With the back a man Ihould venerate the 
“ fun, yrith his breall the fire, his mailer with 
every circumllance, and thofe of other worlds 
“ with fincerity ! 

‘‘ Thus having fpoken, lie brayed aloud ; upon 
“ which the walherman, awakened by the found, 
** and enraged that hi^ lazy Humber was in- 
“ terrupted, beat the afs violently with his 
** wafliing ftipk. Therefore, 1 fay : He whoi 
talks, &c. 

f* Th^ bufinefs appointed for us bo^ by our 
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** lord. Is the hunting for game, and let us talk 
“ of what belongs to us : but of this incident 
** there is no occailon to talk ; we are both fed 
“ with a quantity of food, and even a remnant 
** is left. Damhnaca anfwered, with anger ; 
“ What, doeft thou ferve the king for food only ! 

This was abfurdly faid. 

“ For : 

“To benefit friends and punifli enemies, a 

great man feeks the favour of a prince j not 
“ merely to fill his belly ! 

“ Yet more ; 

** Such a life many lead ; and let fuch a man 
“ live ; What ! does not the crow fill his crop 
“ by means of his bill ? 

“ See : 

“ With five pana’s of fhells any man may 
“ procure attendance ; and any man, by ftronger 
“ reafon, with a hundred thoufand ! But a fer- 
“ vant, who a6ls well, is not acquired by ten 
“ myriads. 

“ Service is extrembly odious in the human 
“ fpecies, who are all equal : Can he who is not 
“ the chief in it, be numbered among living 
“ creatures ? 

“ Thus too it is faid ; 

“ Between a horfe, an elephant, and iron uten- 
** fils ; between wood, ftone, and cloth ;^hfi,tween 
man, woman, and water, there is an extreme 
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“ diverfity ; fee alfo the difference betwech a, 
“ mailer and a flave. 

“ The dog belonging to him who gives him 
“ a cake of boiled rice, wags his tail, bends his- 
“ legs, and fells on the ground, fhewing his 
“ teeth and his belly j while the princely ele- 
“ phant looks ftedfeftly,and with an hundred foft 
“ words, 4S, at length, only prevailed on to take 
fuch food as he likes. 

“ Yet more : 

“ That courfe which men purfue for a Ihort 
“ time, but with ]^fti;ig renown, never feparated 
from learning, valour, and fame, this the 
wife truly call living ; not that of the crow, or 
‘‘ raven, who live, indeed, long, and devour their 
“ food ! 

“ Again : 

“ What is the diftindion between a mere 
“ brute, and that man-beaft who has no know- 
“ ledge or thought of wrong, or right, whom 
“ the affemblies of the learned in heavenly wif- 
“ dom drive from their company, and who feeks 
“ only the gratification of his appetite. 

“ Both of us now are without authority; 
“ what have we then to do with this confider- 
“ ation ? 

“ Hour long a time, replied Damanaca^ is a 
“ counfellor acquiring reputation, or degrada* 
“ tion ? 
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• “For; 

“ Not evary perfon here below becomes great 
“ by his nature, or obedient, or wicked, or ac- 
•“ quires the rank of fpiritual guide, or his de- 
“ puty ; a man’s own efforts are what make him 
“ a man ! 

“ Yet more : 

“ As a ftone is raifed with great labour up a 
mountain, but is thrown down in an inllant ; 
“ thus are our virtues acquired with difficulty, 
“ and our vices with eafe. * 

“ What then doll thou purpofe ? faid Carh~ 
“ taca. 

“ Of this Pingalaca, our mailer, faid Damn-- 
“ nac^^ I would know by what fear he was 
“ moved to return and lie quiet. What, faid 
“ Carataca, doll thou know of it ? What , an- 
“ fwered he, may not be known by it ? 

“ A meaning, well explained, is underllood by 
a brute; horfes and elephants, when driven, 
“ carry burdens ; but a Ikilful perfon under- 
“ Hands what is not fpoken ; a good under- 
“ Handing certainly reaps the fruit of knowing 
another’s intention. 1 thej-efore, by fpeaking 
“ of fear in fit, or*unfit difeourfe, will make this 
lion my own. 

“ Since it is written: 

^ “ He^ is truly wife who knows a fpeacleadapt- 

ed to the occafion; a friend naturally attached 
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** to him ; and refentment proportioned to liis 
ftrength ! 

“ My friend, faid Carataca^ it has long been 
** obferved by me, that thou art very learned ; 
“ why then art thou unfit for fervice ? 

“ Since it is faid ; 

“ He who enters the chamber of his lord with- 
** out being ordered ; who talks much with- 
“ out being alked ; who confiders himfelf as a 
“ favourite, has a dull underftanding. 

My good friend, faid Damanacd^ why Ihould 
“ I be unfit for fervice ? 

Obferve : 

What is there in its nature which is fair, or 
unfair ? What is pleafing to any one, that is 
“ beauty to him ? 

“ Thus : 

Whatfoever is the nature of any man, by 
means of knowing that, a wife perfon enters 
“ into his heart, and foon lays him under an 
“ obligation. 

“ Yet more ; 

He who fays, Here am I, and order me in 
“ every thing; and he who performs what is 
ordered, as well as he is Able, attaches his 
mailer to him. 

** Further : 

He'who difobeysthe commands of princes, 
*l^ho pays no attention to Brahmans, who 



BREACH OF FRIEHDffiJIP. ns 

w fleeps with different women, is wounded And 
** flain without a weapon, 

“ Still farther ; 

** A minifter, who is fincere, learned, not 
** covetous, continually attending, like a fliadow, 
*♦ not refufing any talk impofed, he dwells in the 
palace of a prince. 

“ If thou goeft, faid Carataca, at any unl^- 
“ fonable time, our mailer will be difpleafed with 
thee. 

“ Be it fo, faid the other, yet a fervant ought 
certainly to prefent himfelf. 

“ Since : 

“To begin no work for fear of doing wrong, 
“ is, the way of a bad man : What man, my bro- 
ther, would abandon food for fear of indi- 
“ gellion ? 

“ Again : 

A prince favours a man who is neareft to 
** him, though void of learning, of rank, and of 
probity. 

“ T,o fum up alf : 

A king, a woman, and a creeping plant, 
“ alike twine round him who Hands by their 
“ fide. 

Let us fee, faid Carataca^ what thou wilt 
“ fay firft, my friend, when thou haft gone thi- 
^ ther.. . 
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Firft,faid Damanach, I muft know whether 
“ he is favourably, or unfavourably, difpofed. 
“ What means are there, faid Cardtac^; of 
“ knowing this ? Hear, he anfwered. 

“ By feeing him finile at a diftance ; by the 
** great regard Ihewn in queftions ; by praifing 

the abfent ; by bringing agreeable events to 
“ remembrance. 

“ Again : 

“ Favourable difeourfe to a fervant ; prefents 

that denote affedlioh ; even in blaming faults, 
“ taking notice of virtues thefe are the manners 
** of a kind mafter. 

“ It is alfo faid : 

“ By taking up the whole time of a fervant ; 
“ by encreafing expedation ; by denying reward ; 
“ a fenfible man knows this to be the condud of 
“ an ill-difpofed lord. 

“ When I have well confidered all this, the 
“ lion will become docile to my purpofe ; then 
“ will I fpeak. 

“ Since : 

“ The wife exhibit, as clearly as if it were 
“ dilplayed before pur eyes, the dodrine bc- 
“ longing to the fcience of ethicks. That danger 
“ arifes from pointing out evil, and fuccefs from 
“ pointing out a remedy. 

“ Stillp njy good friend, faid Qardtacd^ it ia 
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not proper for thee to ufe unfeafohable di& 
“ courfe. , 

“ Since ; 

“ If Vrihajpati himfelf were to fpeak unfea- 
“ fonably, he would meet not only with lofs of 
“ reputation for fenfe, but with difgrace. 

Damanacd having confidered this, faid : Fear 
“ not, friend, I will not fpeak an unjeafonable 

word. 

“ Since : 

“ In imminent danger, in* the purfuit of evil 
“ objeds, in a feafon unpropitious for ad;ion, a 
“ fervant who feeks the love of his matter, mutt 
“ fpeak even without being aiked ! If, there- 
“ fore, I mutt not fpeak on fuch a proper oc- 
“ crffion, my office of counfellor is reduced to 
“ nothing. 

“ Since ; 

“ Applaufe is given by good men to him who 
“ fhews munificence ; and that virtue Ihould be 
“ preferved and augmented by him who poffeffes 
“ it. Confent, therefore, brother ; I go, that I 
“ may pfofper in my bufinefs. 

“ Happinefs attend thee, faid Carat ach^ and 
“ may what thou.defireft be ’attained ! 

** Damanacd then went towards the lion with 
“ a timid air ; and when Pingalaca^ from a dif- 
“ tance, ordered him, with kindnefs, to enter 
/ “ the chve, he m^e a refpedful bow with his 
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“ whole body, and fat down. Son of my cdtirf- 
fellor, laid the king, it is* long fmpe thou haft 
“ appeared before me. Sir, faid he, great princes 
have no need of a fervant like me, yet every, 
“ fervant, on a proper occafion, muft prefeilt 
himfelf before his lord : for this reafon I come. 

“ But : 

“ They, by whom the earth, abounding with 
“ fweet fcents, and lofty elephants, and cut with 
** an hundred weapons, call in fields of battle, is 
“ continually delighted, when even they ap- 
“ proach their monarch, their words falter as if 
“ their great fear had cut them in pieces ! Here 
“ certainly there is need of fuch dread, for very 
** good reafon. 

** As it is faid : 

Great lords have need of a little inftrument 
to rub their teeth, and to tickle their ears. 

“ OH ! what need muft they have of a man 
“ who has fpeech and hands ? 

“ And if my lord thinks, that by my coming 
late I have loft my undei'ftanding ; that is not 
** the cafe. 

** Since : 

** A gem is worn on the/eet, and glafs is 
** raifed on the head : as it is, fo let it be ; yet 
** gla& is glafs, and a gem, a gem. 

Again : 

“ Lofs of fenfe is not to be imagined irfa firm- ' 
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** hearted man, improperly repulfed : fire may 
** fall down, but the flame defcends not with it 
“ for any cbnfiderable time. 

** Sir, a matter muft make diftinftions; when 
“ a prince, without dittinguifhing good fervants 
“ from bad, behaves equally to all, then is the 
“ fatisfadtion of thofe who worked with content 
“ reduced to nothing. 

“ Three forts of men, O king ! the highett, 
the middle, and the lowett, let their matter 
exercife alike in three fort^ of employment. 

“ Thus too : 

Men employ fervants, and wear ornaments 
** in a proper place j a jewel for the head, is 
“ not fixed on the feet : thus is the matter un- 
** d^rttood. 

“ Still more : 

“ If a gem, aptly made for an ear-ring of gold, 
“ be fet in brafs, it neither moves with a pleafing 
found, nor makes a beautiful appearance, but 
“ brings reproach on the jeweller. 

“ Obferve : 

Thi$ man is wife, or well afledled ; here 
are both qualities : this is a fool : a prince, 
** thus knowing how to confider his fervants, 
** abounds with good ones. 

« Yet: 

A horfe; a weapon; a book; a lute*;. 


* Vin». 
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“ Ipeech ; a man ; and a woman ; all thefe, ac- 
cording to the diftin£tidn of the perfqns iu 
“ whofe hands they fall, are ufelefs, or valuable. 

“ Befides : 

** What ufe is there in a favourite without va- 
** lour ? What in a hero without good condud ? 
“ Me, who am both dear to thee, and able to 
ferve tbee, O king! thou Ihouldell not defpife. 

“ Since : 

** From the prince’s difregard, his family of 
“ attendance become unintelligent ; then, on 
“ this account, not one man of fenfe remains near 
him : when a prince is deferted by the wife, 
** his morals are not virtuous ; and when his 
“ morals are corrupted, the whole nation is en- 
** feebled, and receive detriment. 

“ Yet more ; 

“ All countries conftantly refpedl thofe who 
are pcfpedled by the prince ; but he who is 
** dilgraced by the king, is difgraced by all. 

Farther ftill : 

“ Apt words muft be taken by the wife even 
** from a child : when the light of the fun difap- 
** pears, what is not the. luftre of a torch ? We 
“ are true fervants^, favoured by great monarchs, 
“ and our condudl is not altered. 

“ My good friend, faid Pingalaca, why doft 
thou fay this ? Thou art the Ton of my chief 
** minffter, and yet, from fome b.ad report, haft 
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not come to me for fb long a time ; now, fince 
“ thou art come, fpeak as thy mind prompts 
thee. Sir, faid Damanaca, I afk one queftion : 
When thou foughteft the river, why didft thou 
“ return without drinking water, like an affright- 
“ ed perfon ? 

The lion anfwered : It is aptly faid, my 
“ good friend ; who of my people is there to 
whom my fecret Ihould be told ? Where is 
“ there a place to fpeSik witji confdence ? 

“ Neverthelefs : 

I tell thee ; hear : This* foreft is inhabited 
“ by large beafts, and ihould therefore be for- 
“ faken by us. Was not a loud noife heard by 
thee ? The animal mull be of enormous force, 
“ if his ftrength be equal to the found of his 
" voice. 

“ Sir, faid Damanacd, this is certainly^a great 
V caufe of dread, for I have heard the noife j 
“ but what fort of a counfellor would he be, 
“ who Ihould immediately advife a defertion of 
“ the country, or a commencement of hofti- 
“ lities ? 

“ Belides : 

It is the duty’, fir, of fervants, to find a re- 
fource j for a man knows the pre-eminence 
“ and fuperior goodnefs of a friend, a woman, a. 
fet o£ fervants, his own underfiandirl^ and 
VOL. XI. G 
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“ ftrength, by trying them with the toucfillone 
“ of danger. 

“ My friend, faid the lion, a great fear made 
“ me indifpofed. If it were not fo, faid Dama- 
“ nachlo himfelf, how wouldeft thou, leaving the 
** delight of reigning, converfe with me. Then 
“ he faid aloud : Sir, as long as I am alive, fo 
“ long there is no ground of fear; but Cariitacci, 
“ and your other fervants, may alfo be depended 
“ upon, fince a multitude of men could hardly 
“ be found more ferviceable in avoiding danger. 
“ The king faid : Go thyfelf, and bring Vara- 
taca with thee. Damanacii did fo ; and both 
“ of them were honoured by the king with all 
“ forts of precious gifts ; and having determined 
“ on the means of avoiding an alarm, they de- 
‘‘ parted. Carat aca going along, faid to Dama- 
“ naca)y How this danger can be avoided, or 
“ whether it can at all, is unknown to me ; yet, 
“ how elfe can the great promifed favour of the 
“ king be attained ? For without having done a 
good a£t, let no one take a prefent,* efpecially 
“ from a king. 

“ Obferve : 

c 

A prince, whofe favour is profperity, in 
“ whofe valour is conqueft, and in whofe anger 
is deafh, is all glorious. 

“ A king, whether a man or a child, miuft not 
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“ be treated with contempt ; iii him certainly a 
“ great divimty appears in human ihape. 

“ My friend, faid Datnanaca^ laughing, take 
the protection of filence, and be ftill. 

“ The caufe of this alarm was even before 
“ known to me ; it is the lowing of a bull, and 
“ bulls are food for us ; I might fay, of a lion 
“ alfo. 

“ If it be fo, faid Carataca^ why is our lord 
“ broken down with fear ? , . 

“ We muft not fpeak in this manner, faid 
Damanaca ; if we quiet his’fear, how are we 
“ to acquire this fmgular kindnefs ? 

“ Yet more : 

“ A mafter muft never be allotted to think 
“ the affiftance of his fervants unneceflary. A 
“ fervant w^ho allows a king to perceive this, 
“ would be like Dedtucarna. How, faid Ca~ 
“ rhtaca^ was that ? 

“ There i8> faid Damhiaca, in the mountain 
“ called Arbuda^ a lipn, named Mahavicarma^ 
or great in valour ; when he was afleep in the 
“ hollow of that mountain a rat gnawed the end$ 
“ of his hair, which the lion ’having perceived, 
“ was enraged, but could not catch the rat, who 
“ returned to his hole j he therefore faid within 
“ himfelf. What muft be done ? Since it is fo, be. 
“ it fo : it has been heard by me, if an CneThy be 
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little, let him go, he is not an objed for valour j 
“ to kill him, let a combatant equal to hinlfelf be 
“ appointed. 

Having fettled this, he went, at night, to 
«* the village, brought back, with great care, a 
** cat named White-ear, to whom he gave meat, 
" and kept with great attention in his den. The 
“ rat, through fear of the cat, never came out ; 
“ and the lion, from that time, without having 
“ his hair gnawed, flept comfortably ; whenever 
“ he heard the rat cry, he indulged the cat with 
“ excellent meats, and other gifts. One day, 
“ when the rat, periftied with hunger, came out 
“ of his hole, he was caught, and killed by 
“ White- ear: fome time after, when th^ lion 
“ had not for a long time heard the voice of the 
“ rat, his indulgence for the cat was at an end, 
“ and the gave him no more food, fo that White- 
“ ear became feeble, languid, and like a dead 
“ animal : for this reafon I fay, A raafter mull 
not be independent of ^is fervants. 

“ The two fliakals then went Xo.Sanjhaca^ 
** and Carataca feated himfelf in ftate under a 
** tree, while Dacudnaca went to the bull, and 
“ faid : O bull ! art thou placed here by king 
Pingalaca to guard the foreft ? The general 
“ requires your attendance, come fpeedily, or 
depart from this wood, otherwife thou wilt 
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“ gathpr unpleafant fruit. The bull, igno- 
“ rant how the country was governed, went 
“ with fear, and faluted Cardtacd. 

“ Thus the wife man fays : 

“ Wifdom is greater than ftrength ; by not 
“ poflfeffing it, the condition of the elephant is 
“ fuch, that even the drum founds, proclaiming 
“ that the elephant is beaten by his driver. 

“ General, faid Sanjivaca, how muft I aft ? 
“ Advifc. If thou liaft any defire, anfwered 
“ Cardtacd^ to remain here in the foreft, go and 
‘‘ bow before the lotus of our monarch’s foot. 
“ The bull replied ; Tell me, then, there is no 
“ danger in doing fo, and I go. Your appre- 
“ henfion is vain, faid Cardtacd. 

“ For : 

“ The violent guft tears not from the roots the 
“ foft grafs which lies low, and bends beneath it; 
“ while it (hatters lofty trees ; great ftrength is 
“ exerted on the great. 

“ Then, both (hakMs, making Sanjivaca ftand 
** at a diflance, went towards the lion, and fa- 
“ luting him, were treated by him with regard, 
“ and fat down, pave you feen him ? faid the 
** king. We have, fir, anfwered Damdnacd ; he 
“ is gentle, but, as our lord imagined, exccffively 
“ ftrong, and he now defires to fee the foot of out' 
/* fovereigir; therefore, adorn thyfelf, and*fit in 
“ ftate. 
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“ Since : 

** The bank is worn away by the river- water ; 
and a fecret not kept, is difperfed ; afFedtion is 
“ overcome by treachery, and a timid mind by 
‘‘ bold words ! 

“ Thy ftrength, formerly exerted, is not fit 
“ for this purpofe. 

“ For: 

A noife only, when the caufe of it is un- 
known, muft not be dreaded ; yet by dif- 
‘‘ covering the caufe of an alarming noife, a 
“ woman of evil fame acquired reputation. 
Flow, laid the lion, was that ? 

“ In the middle of Sriparvata mountain, faid 
** Damanaca, is a town called Brahmapura-, and 
“ on one fide of its fummit, (according to the 
popular ftory) lived Guatacarna, or Bell-ear, a 
“ Radjhafa (or cruel demon) . One day a thief, 
“ efcaping from a houfe in which he had flolen 
“ a bell, was killed, and eaten by a tiger on the 
top of this mountain ; a/id the bell, which had 
“ dropped from his hand, was taken up by fome 
“ monkeys, jvho from time to time made it 
.** found. 

The fs^le of the towm having difeovered 
f‘ th^t a man had been killed, and hearing con- 
tinually the noife of the bell, faid, that Guata^ 
^ edrna^sA in his ragg eaten him, and they all 
f,‘ fled from the town. It came into tfie hpad 
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“ oT a female pander, that the bell was only 
“ foudded by monkeys ; and flie went to the 
“ prince, faying, If you will advance me a large 
* fum of money I v\ U1 make the demon quiet. 
“ The king gave her a treafure, and fhe, having 
“ paid adoration to a certain quarter of the 
“ globe, made idols, and formed circles, acquired 
“ great reputation for fanftity; fhe then took 
“ fuch fruits as monkeys love, and having 
“ entei'ed the foreft flattered them about, which 
“ the monkeys perceiving, ‘quitted the bell, and 
“ eagerly devoured the fruits.. The woman took 
“ up the bell, and went with it to the palace of 
“ the king, where all the people did her reve- 
fence. Hence I fay : A noife, &c. 

‘‘ Damanaca then introduced the bull to the 
“ lion, and for fome time he lived there in amity 
“ with the other favourites. One day a brother 
of the king’s, named Stabdacarna, or Bent- 
“ ears, came on a vifit, and the monarch having 
“ defired his ;gueft to fit dowm for a time, 
“ afterwards propofe*d going out to kill fome 
“ deer for their food. Sir, faid Sanjivaca^ where 
“ is the flefh of all the deer that were killed this 
morning ? 

“ The king anfwered ; Cardtaca and Thama- 
naca know beft. Is there any, or is there 
“ nonej faid the bull. There is none Iqft, faid 
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“ the lion, laughing. Why, {aid Sanjivacay conld 
“ they two have eaten fo much flefli ? They 
“ have eaten and given away liberally, and 
wafted the reft : this is their daily practice. 
“ Why, laid the bull, is this done without the 
“ permilfion of their lord ? It is fo, faid the 
“ lion, what of that ? Sir, faid Sanjivaca, this is 
“ a great fault. 

For it is written : 

Let not a feryant do -any adl without the 
“ knowledge of his mafter, except it be to deliver 
** a prince from death ! 

“ Agjun : 

“ A king’s minifter is like a flagon, he receives 
** much, and lets out little ; if he fays another 
“ tmCy he is a fool j if, what is a cowry, he muft 
“ be poor. 

“ Yet more : 

“ His minifter is ever the higheft, who en- 
“ creafes his ftore with twenty croire : wife men 
“ have called the king’s treafure his life, and his 
“ vital fpirit, no life. 

“ Befides : 

" A man of worth acquires fervice from 
** worthy men ; a poor man is deferted even by 

his own wife, much more by ftrangers ! 

“ This too is a great fault in princes ; 

He vho fpends much, not obferying it, and 
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** acquires wealth by iniquity, while he keeps the 
“ treafure in a remote place, is called the trea- 
fury’s bane ! 

“ For: 

“ He who perceives not the treafure that is 
quickly amafled, and confumes it at his plea- 
“ fure, moft certainly would reduce it to nothing, 
“if he were as rich as Vaijrava! (Cuvera) 
“ Plutos. 

“ Then Stabdacafna fpoke : Hear, brother : 

“ Thefe two fhakals have long beenproteded 
“ by thee : they were appointed for the affairs 
“ of peace and war, and ftationed for that 
“ bufinefs, not for the purpofe of amaffing 
“ wiealth. On the fubjed of minifters, I will 
“ now repeat whatever I have heard. 

1. A fervant, a foldier, a kinfman, are not 
fit to be at the head of every employment j a 
“ prieft, even with torture, gives not money to 
** any one. 

** 2. A foldier eijiployed in pecuniary mat- 
“ ters, inftantly Ihows his fabre ; and a kinf- 
“ man, on that account, fwallows up all thy 
" wealth. 

“ 3. A fervant, though he hate his maftert 
“ ads the part of a blamelefs man ; if he has 
** once done good, and continues in his place, he 
, “ thinks not of bis offences. 
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** 4. He who points out the good he has done, 
fnatches every merit away. 

" 5. While a minifter, O king ! is playing with 
** fand, he, in fad, governs ; from his familiarity, 
“ no doubt, averfion is conftantly produced. 

“ 6, When a minifter, wicked in heart, 
‘‘ is employed, he no doubt caufes all forts of 
** evils. 

** 7. A fervant, however culpable, is yet void 
“ of fear, if he be longerajdoyed. Let every mi- 
“ nifter, how rich foever, be himfelf without 
** power. This is the advice of great men : 
“ wealth overcomes the mind. 

“8. To receive favour, and to alienate the 
“ property of the prince j to obtain friendship, 
“ and then to defert him ; to adl without wifdom 
“ in his affairs ; and to eat his bread ; thefe are 
“ the faults of a minifter. 

“ 9. To think of acquiring the employment 
“ of a fellow-fervant j to be always watching 
“ the prince, that his wealth may be fecurely 
diflipated ; this is wicked condud. 

■ ‘ 10. Bad fervants do not, without torture, 
“ vomit up the precious things of their lord, 
“ which they have fwallowed ; in Ihort, they 
are like obftinate tumours, that mull be preffed 
“ before they will properly difeharge. 

“ By wringing a bad fervant, the, dpminion 
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of kings may yield fomething, as a cloth that is 
walfhed, yields plenty of Myater when it is 
•“ wrung. 

“ When Pingalaca heard thefe maxims, he 
faid : Be it fo ; w^henever thefe tvpo fervants 
fliall ceafe on all occafions to obey my word. 
“ This, faid his brother, is always a foolifli rule, 
““ for a king muft not pardon evcnhifffons, who 
“ difpbcy his orders : What elfe is the difference 
“ between a living and a painted king ? 

“ And it is added : 

“ Let a king who has arbitrary power, preferve 
his people, like a father, from robbers, from 
“ his minifters, from enemies, and from the 
“ royal family. 

“ Brother, let all my advice be followed, I 
“ have had my food to-day ; let this Sanjivaca 
be employed to provide his own food of grafs. 
“ This being done, they deferted all other con- 
“ ncdions, and their time palfed in cordial 
“ friendfhip ; but the other fervant.s, feeing their 
‘‘ allotment of food diminiflied, Carataca and 
‘‘ Damanaca talked privately with each other. 
“ My friend, faid Damanaca, what is to be done ? 
“ This is our owfn fault ! And vexation is abfurd, 
“ on account of evils which ourfelves have oc- 
cafioned. 

‘‘ As it is faid : 

I, having touched Sycarnarecba^ the bad 
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** woman having tied up hterfelf, and the good 
** man trying to take the jewel, were all three 
** miferable by our own fault. How, faid Cara- ^ 
tacdf was that ? 

** In the city called Canchanapura (Golden 
^ Town), faid Damdnacd, was a king named 
“ Viravicrama ; when he w’^as in his court of 
“juftice, a certain barber was taken, by his 
** order, to the place of execution ; at that time, 

« a devout man, natped Candarpacata^ accom- 
“ panied by a man of worth, cried out: This man 
“ mull not be put to death ; and feizing the Ikirts 
“ of his deaths, he drew the criminal away. 

“ Tlie king’s officers faid : Why fhould he not 
be killed ? He anfwered ; Hear, and then re- 
“ peated this verfe. I, having touched Swar- 
** narechci, &c. &c. The officers alked how that 
“ happened ? 

“lam, anfwered he, Candarpacata, king of the 
'* ifland called Sinhaladwipa one day Handing 
“ in a pleafure grove, I heard a man aflert, that 
“ in the middle of the fea of milk was a damfel, 

^ who, on the fourteentlj day of the moon, ap- 
“ peared under the "IVee of Ages on a couch of 
“ a fplendid yellowifh hue, bedecked like the 
Goddefs of Abundance, with all kinds of or- 
“ naments, and playing on the Vina. I there- 
“ fore emb'krked in a ffiip, and went to the place . 
“ motioned ; where, after a time, I faw the 
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‘**fea-nymph rifmg, half out of the water; and, 
“ allured by her exquifite beauty, I leaped be- 
“ hind her. Then, having in an inftant reached 
a golden city, and a palace of gold, I faw her 
“ reclining on a couch, carefled by a number of 
“ fairies, ^nd when Ihe perceived me from a dif- 
tance, Ihe fent a damfel, who addrefled me 
** courteoufly ; on my enquiry the ddmfel laid : 
“ That is the nymph Ritramaynay or adorned 
“ with gems, the -daughter of Candarpacalif 
queen of the fairies. After this I was mar- 
** ried to her, according to the ceremony of the 
“ Gandarva s (by exchanging necklaces), and 
“ continued a long time delighted with her. One 
“ ^ay Ihe faid to me in private : My beloved 
“ hufband, all things in this palace may be freely 
‘‘ enjoyed by thee, but beware of touching, even 
‘‘ for a moment, that picture of the fai^ Swar-- 
“ narecha (or decorated with gold). Neverther 
“ lefs, fome time after, my curiofity growing to 
“ a height, 1 was induced to touch the bofom of 
the painted fairy ; when the pidiure, becom- 
“ ing animated, flruck me with her foot, like a 
** lotus flower, and I fell dojvn inftantly on the 
“ earth j fince w^ich time I have been a mife- 
“ rable wanderer, travelling over the world, and 
“ at length arrived in this city. Laft night I 
“ flept, in the boufe of a herdfman, whens I faw 
“ this adventure : The herdfman returning at 
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** night from the field tu'hefe his cattle grazed, 
furprized his wife in confultatlon with a bar- 
“ ber’s wife, a woman of bad fame ; when, hav-, 
“ ing beaten her, and tied her to a poft, he fell 
“ afleep. At midnight the wife of this barber 
went with deep fighs to her fentale friend, and 
“ faid : Thy noble lover, confumed by the fire 
“ of thy abfence, is now like a dead man. 

“ For : 

“ As in the night darknels is kept at a difiarice, 
by the lord of fliades, (the moon), thus love 
“ by feeing, and being feen, delights the heart of 
“ the young. 

“ Let me tie myfelf, and ftay here while you 
go and confole thy lover with thy difcourfe. 
“ This was done : when the hufband waking, 
faid : Why, thou wicked wretch, doll not thou 
“ now go to thy favourite ? The woman mak- 
ing no anfwer, he faid in anger : Doll thou 
not give an anfwer to my w'ords ? And faying 
“ this, he went in a violent-rage, and having flit 
her nofe, returned to his bed, and fdl afleep. 
** His wife then came home, and fpoke thus to 
“ the procurefs ; My friend, what is the matter ? 
“ Look, anfwered Ihe, my face will tell you ! 
“ The herdfman's wife then bound herfelf, and 
“ the woman went home. Early in the morn- 
** inglBie “barber ordered his wife to bung him a 
“ bundle of razors, and Ihe gave only one j on 
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“ which he faid ; Do you bring me but one 
“ razor ? an^ in a paffion threw it away. When* 
“ fhe, counterfeiting pain, faid ; You have cut my 
“ nofe, without my having committed any fault ; 
“ and immediately ran to demand juftice. In the 
“ meantime the herdfman’s wife was crying out; 
“ O cruel man, what a crime haft thou com- 
“ rnitted ! Why haft thou mutilated me, who 
“ have ever been thy conftant wife ; as the eight 
“ regions of the world knowi 
“ Befides : 

“ The fun and moon, wind and fire, heaven 
“ and earth, and water, together vrith both day 
“ and night. All thefe with certainty know the 
“ condition of man. If I am faithful, then by 
“ the favour of the genii of thofe eight regions, 
“ and of the god Camadeva^ my mangled nofe 
“ will grow again, and my face will become 
“ bright as the pure moon of the cold feafon. 
“ Look at my face : the herdfinan took a candle, 
“ when feeing her npfe reftored, fell at her feet, 
“ and was highly delighted in his heart, untied 
“ her, and feating her on the middle of the 
“ bed, faid : He who poflefles fuch a wife is 
“ chief among men ! 

“ Hear now theftory of the good man : Hav- 
“ ing fpent twelve years in travelling, came to 
“ this city., having brought a number»of jewels 
“ from the neighbourhood of the Malaya moun- 
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“ tains» Here he flept in the houfe of an harlot, 
** who kept on the gateway a carved image of 
“ a devil, on whofe head was placed a beau- 
** tiful gem. The devotee, through a culpable 
** defire of pofleffing this gem, rofe in the night, 
“ and in order to take it, ftretched out his 
“ hand ; in that inftant, a fpring being moved, 
“ both his arms were caught by the image, 
** and he was pulled to the ground : when he 
“ fet up a cry of^ diftrefs. The woman rofe, 
** and Ipoke thus : My fon, thou art come from 
“ the Malaya mountains : therefore give me all 
** thy jewels, or thou wilt never be loofened by 
“ this malignant devil. Then were taken away all 
“ the jewels well colledled by mfe. All this being 
“ heard, the king’s officers did juftice according 
“ to the merit of each caufe. Now I fay : I, 
** having touched Sivarnarechay and fo forth. 

“ This fault, therefore, was committed by 
“ ourfelves; and in this cafe, vexation would be 
“ abfurd. Then having been a Ihort time filent, 
“ As I formed, continued he, the friendfliip of 
thefe two, I muft break it. 

“ For : 

“ Good counfellors fliew what is falfe, as well 
“ as what is true; as men know an objed to be 
“ pjunted, whether they are on a level with it, 
^‘^ordjelQw, or above it ; 

“ Befides : 
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“ The man whofe underftanding is -not di- 
“ minit(hed, when bufinefs arifeti, wards off dif- 
ficulties like the herdfman’s wife, and her twd 
** lovers. How, alked Carataca^ was that ? 
“ Damahaca anfwtred. In the town of Dwara- 
“ vati\ there is a certain herdfman’s wife who 
“ is a harlot, and flie is connedfed, at the fame 
“ time, with an officer of juftice, and his fbn ; 

“ As it is faid : 

“ The fire is never fatisfied with wood, nor 
“ the ocean with rivers, de&tb with mankind, 
“ nor bright-eyed women with lovers. 

“ Once, as this woman was diverting herfelf 
“ with the fon of the officer, the officer himfelf 
“ came to vifit her ; ffie haftily put the fon 
“ into a clofet, and then fat fporting in the lame 
manner with the father. Soon after, the 
“ herdfman himfelf came : feeing whom, fhe 
faid. Now, Sir, what mull be done ? take up 
“ your ftaff, and go away quickly, feeming to be 
“ greatly enraged. This being done, the herdf- 
“ man alked his wife, 6n what account the offi- 
“ cer of juftice had come : He was angry, faid 
“ Ihe, with his fon, I knew not why ; and he; 
“ being purfued, came into our houfe, and I have 
“ hid him in that clofet ; his father not finding 
“ him, is gone away in a rage; faying this, Ihe 
“ brought out the young man, and Ihewed him 
to her hufband. 

VOl. XI, H 
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Thus it is faid ; 

“ Women have the appetite of two* the un- 
“ doilanding of four, the cunning of fix, and 

the defire of eight. 

“ Therefore I faid, When Ipfinefs arifes, &c. 

“ It is fo, faid Carataca^ but the friendftiip of 
” thefe two is great by nature : How canft thou 
“ diflbke their intimacy ? Some expedient, an* 
“ fwered he, muft now be contrived : 

“ And it is faid : 

“ What canndt • be atchieved by force, that, 
“ may be . performed by ftratagem, as the black 
“ ferpent was flain by the golden thread of the 
“ female crow. 

“ How, faid Caraiaca^ did that happen ? On 
“ the top of a certain tree, faid Damanaca^ lived 
“ a male and female crow, whofe young ones 
“ were devoured by a ferpent living in the hol- 
“ low of it. When the female was again preg- 
“ nant — Hufband, faid ftie, this tree muft be 
“ quitted by reafon of this ferpent ; or not one 

of our young ones wift live : 

“ Since : 

“ A bad wife, a deceitful friend, a fervant 
“ giving faucy ahfwers, and, dwelling in a houfe 

infefted by ferpents ; thefe without doubt are 
“ caufes of death. ^ 

‘ ■ My beloved, faid the mde, we muft not con- 
“ tinue in this fear : from time tp tinie I hav*? 
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“ b6rne with this horrid crime : but now he 
** muft be punilhed. How, faid the female, 
** canft thou be a punifher of fo powerful ah 
offender ? This apprehenlion, anfwered he, is 
“ v£un ; 

” Hear : 

“ He who has knowledge has force ! What 
ftrength has a fool ? See how a lion intoxi- 
“ cated was killed by a ftag ! 

“ How, faid fhe, did that happen ? He an- 
“ fwered ; In the mountain* ‘named Mandara^ 
“ dwells a lion called Darggnta, who hunts 
“ the other beafts, and kills great numbers' of 
“ them for his food. All the beafts being af- 
“ fembled, he was thus addreffed by them : Why 
“ are*fo many beafts killed by thee ? We will give 
“ you one every day in our turns for your food : 
** fo many ought not to be llain by thee. Be it 
“ fo, faid the lion, and all of them, one by one, 
“ for his food, daily gave a beaft. 

“ On a certain day, when the lot fell upon 
“ an old ftag, he thus thought within him- 
“ felf : • 

“ For the fake of our own fouls, and in hope 
“ of life, homage ,is paid : but if I muft meet' 
“ this fate, what need have I to relpeit the lion ! 
He pioved, therefore, flowly, ftep by ftep j 
and the lion, tormented by hunger, faid to 
him, ahgfily. Why doft thou come fo'late ? It 

H 2 
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“ is not my fault, laid h,e ; for in the way I was 
** forcibly feiKd by another lion ; ’till I fwore 
to the nccefiity of my coming to you j and 
“ now I approach thee with fupplication. Tba 
** lion having heard this, paflionately faid, Where 
“ is that audacious animal ? The flag led him 
“ near a deep well, and faid, Let my lord be- 
“ hold. ,Then the lion feeing his own image in 
“ the water, proudly roared, and throwing him- 
“ felf down with rage, perilhed in the well : 
“ thence, I fay, Who has knowledge, &c. 

“ I have liftened attentively, faid the female 
crow } therefore, now declare what is to be 
“ done. The king’s fon, faid the crow, goes 
“ conftantly to bathe in the adjacent pool ; do 
“ thou take up his necklace of gold, which he 
“ will pull off, and lay on the bank, and drop it 
“ into the hole of the ferpent, who will, in con- 
“ fequence, be deftroyed. It happened, accord- 
“ ingly, that the prince went to bathe, and the 
“ female crow did as Ihe vras direfted ; fo that 
“ the prince’s attendants going after the neck- 
“ lace, faw the black ferpent, and killed him : 
“ Hence I faid, What. cannot be atchieved by 
“ force may be performed by ftratagem. 

“ If it be fo, faid Caratachy go, and may 
fortiipate events be the companions of thy 
“ way. 

Ddfn^naca then approaching the lion, and 
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paying homage^to tim, faid : Having formed 
a very unpleafant opinion, my lord, I prelame 
** thus to addrefs you. 

For ; 

“ In danger from going out of the way, and 
“ when the time of adion is nearly loft, then a 
“ benevolent friend, though unalked, gives good 
“ counfel. 

“ Again : 

“ A king poflefles fortune, but does not poflefs 
“ the means of ading wifely : by the ruin of a 
“ king his minifter is criminated. See, therefore, 
“ what is the bufinefs of a counfellor. It is 
“ better to lofe life by decapitation, than to de- 
“ fert a prince, and criminally feek to gain his 
“ dominion. 

“ What, faid the lion, mildly, doft thou wilh 
“ to fay ? Damanaca anfwered : This Sanjivaca 
“ is not a fit minifter for thee, fmce, in my pre- 
“ fence, he treated thy three powers (wealth, 
ftrength, and wifdom) vtith contempt, and he 
“ evenafpires tothyt&rone. Fingakca, hearing 
“ this, remained filent with fear and aftonifh- 
“ ment. My lord, added DammacUy thou haft 
“ forfaken all thy tounfellOfs, and chofen this 
“ animal to traUfad: ■ afi thy affairs ; the blame 
** therefore fells h^avy bn thylclf. 

Since : 
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“ Fortune ftands firm, Ijaving fixed hcrfelf on 
two feet, an exalted prince, and a godd mi- 
“ nifter j but as fixe is a female by nature, flie 
“ cannot bear the weight on her fhoulders, an’^ 
“ fopn leaves one of her two fiipports I 
Again ; 

“ When a king appoints one minifter to a(ft 
“ in his’kingdom, pride, from the error of his 
“ mind, feizes him j the defire of arbitrary 
“ power advances in a high degree in his breaft, 
and through that defire he proceeds to the 
“ deftrudtion of the prince, 

“ Befides ; 

“ It is better to pull up by the roots a loofe 
tooth, an envenomed fervant, and a wicked 
“ counfellor. 

So : 

“ A king who makes Fortune his inftru^lrefs, 
is as miferable when he falls into calamity, as a 
blind man without a guide. 

“ It is alfo. added : 

“ A vizir, although ncS: a man of probity, is 
“ always at leaft rich ; this is the rule of fomc 
** m6n. 

“ Riches arc gained differently by reafon. 

** This bull adts in all affairs by his own aiv 
** bitrary pleafure j let the king, therefore, be a 
“ ijjtnefe of this truth. 
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* “ This I know : 

* 

“ Among men, he is not a man who does not 
“ enjoy fortune. 

* “ The lion faid, with uneafinefs : My good 
“ friend, if it be fo, yet I have a great love for 
“ the bull. 

“ Obferve : ’ 

“ He who is beloved, and commits iaults, is 
“ neverthelefs beloved ; but that body is cloathed 
** with many crimes, for which there is no 

regard. 

“ Befides : 

“ He who is dear, though he do unpleafant 
“ things, continues dear. 

“ Though an excellent houfe be burnt, yet 
“ wfio doth not venerate fire ? 

“ But, fir, faid Damanaca, that is a grievous 

fault. 

“ Since : 

That man whom the king looks upon with 
*' attention, whether he be a fon, a minifter, or 
** a ftranger, is honoflred. 

“ Hear, fir ; 

“ The end of pleafant, or unpleafant advice, is 
“ full of delight ; .but wherever a fpeaker, and a 
“ hearer of it is, there dangers abide ; 

“ Again : 

“ Men who fpeak only, O king ! are eafily 
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“ fotind in the world j but be who bflikb ^eaks 
and hears what is pieplant and mpkaiant, is 
hard to be found ! < 

** Thou haft forfaken thy former advifers'; 
« and appointed him their fucceflbr, and thy 
vice-gereift ; which was improperly done ; 
for when old fervants ofiend, let not a prince 
“ haftily.aippoint others j no one is more adverfe 
“ than a new one, who will ruin the realm. 
How wonderful, faid the lion, is this ! He 
has given no caiife for fuch dread, but was 
“ brought and railed by me : how Ihould he be 
adverfe to me ? 

Hear, my lord, faid Damanaca : 

“ A bad man, though raifed to honour, always 
returns to his natural courfe ; as a dog’s tail, 
though warmed by the fire, and rubbed with 
“ oil, retains its form. 

♦‘Befides ; 

** How Ihould promotion and honour occa- 
fion the friendlhip of wicked men ! Although 
** poifonous trees were watered with ne£lar, yet 
“ they would bear dangerous fi:uit. 

“ Therefore I fay : ' 

A man who defires not the ruin of his 
mafter, will fpeak what firiendihip requires, 
“ though wmdked ; that is the duty «f the vir- 
a <t»Mi> u8 ; other conduA is a yiolatktn of duty. 
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' ** Tims, too» it is written ; 

He is a friend^ who ddivers thee fitntf 
* ad^rerfity. 

‘ “ That is a gpod adion, which is well in- 
“ tHjded. 

She is a wife, who is an iofeparable com- 
“ panion. 

“ He is wife, who honours the good. 

« He is a friend, whom favours have not 
“ purchafed. 

“ He is a^man, who is *not fubdued by his 
“ fenfes. 

“ If my lord, therefore, being apprifed of the 
" bull’s condud, fhall not ceafe from employing 

him, no fault remains in his fervants. 

“Yet it is true, that a luxurious prince makes 
“ no account of good works, or his own advan- 
“ tage ; he a£ts at his own difcretion, and 

moves like a drunken elephant ; till, having 
“ confumed his honour, and fallen into many 
“ miferies, he calls the blame on his fervants, 
“ and knows not the*fauk to be his own- 

" Pingalaca faid, within himfelf : Let not a 
“ prince punilh men from the words of others; 
“ let him examine into fads himfelf, and then 
“ imprifon, or difmifs with refped, 

“ 'Hius it is faid ; 

“ Without diftinguilhing virtues, or •rices, 
' let neitW favour be granted, or feverity 
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** ufed ; as a hand placed with pride on the 
** neft of a ferpent occafions deftru<aion. • 

“ Then, fpeaking aloud, he faid : Let Sanji- 
** vaca be brought before me. Hamanach an- 
“ fwered, trembling : No, fir, not fo ; by that 
“ ftep my advice will be broken ; it is an im- 
proper meafure. 

“ Since the wife fay : 

“ The feed of good advice mull be cherilhed 
“ by princes with extreme care ; it mull not be 
broken ever fo little, if it be, it will not grow. 

Again : 

Advice is like a woman, ever in motion ; 
“ all parts of the body are guarded, if it cannot 
“ remain long fixed, there is fear of defeat from 
“ enemies. 

“ Befides, if the bull, feeing his fault, Ihould 
“ amend it, no reconciliation mull take place ; 
“ that*would be extremely abfurd. 

“ Since : 

If a man has once offended, and the prince, 
“ through affedion, defiris to be reconciled to 
“ him, he meets his fate like a female crab, when 
“ Ihe is pregnant. 

Again ; 

“ A man, completely wicked, employed as a 
“ counfellor, will certainly be the perpetrator of 
“ all evils : Sacune and Sacatara remain two 
examples in the world of this truth,* 
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Be it known to thee, faid the lion, after all, 
whit he ia able to efieft agalnft us. Sir, laid 
“ Dbmanaca^ how can there be a certain know- 
ledge of ftrength, without knowing the force 
“ of union ? See how the fea was reduced by a 
mere cock ! How, faid the lion, did that hap- 
“ pen ? Near a certain fea, faid Damdnaca, lived 
a cock and a hen ; when the hen *was near 
“ laying, flic thus addrefled her lord : Let a pro- 
“ per place be procured to depofit my eggs in. 
“ O ! faid he, there is nothing to fear in this 
** place. It is often covered, faid flie, with 
“ the waves. What ! faid he, my good friend, 
“ am not I fuperior to the fea ? Obferve, I will 
contend with this ocean, and remain in my 
“ ftation. The hen fmiled, and faid : There 
** is a great aiifparity between the ocean and 
thee. 

“ Yet: 

He who knows how to fubdue his grief, 
whether he can relieve it or not, is never tor- 
“ mented by anguifli. 

“ Then, by the perfuafion of her lord, flie 
“ laid her eggs ; which the fea, for the fake 
“ of trying the cock’s power, waflied away. 
“ Upon this, the hen, aiHi<fted by the lofs of her 
** young, faid to her huiband : A dreadful evil, 
“ fir, has befallen me ; the fea has waflied awa^^ 
** my eggs. My beloved, faid he, fear not, thou 
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wilt at length behold ifte poflfeflbd of power. 
** So faying, he afTembled mdltitbdea rtf tKe fca- 
** thered race ; and 'vdth them forming k flock, 
** went to Garuda, the king of birds, to whom 
“ Ire related the whole adventure ; adding: Does 

my king only fell at his feet there ! No, by 
” the weaknefs of the protedior, the prote3:ed 
*' certainly become weak. Garuda^ having heard 
** this addrefs, gave information to his lord, Fa- 
^^■fudevay the caufe of creation, prefervation, and 
“ deftrudion. After which, the ocean raifing 
“ the mandate of die God on his head, in token 
“ of obedience, gave back the eggs. 

“ Thence, I fay, how can there be a certain 
** knowledge of ftrength, without knowing the 
“ force of union ? 

“ How, faid the king, is he to be proved of 
“ an hoftile nature to me? When he fliall come 
“ before thee, faid Damanaca^ 'goring with the 
** point of his horns, and raifing his tail, as if 
“ he '^was fearing of harm, then my lord will 
** know. Saying this, went near 

** Sanjivacay Healing along, licde by little, put 
** on the appearance of amazement. When the 
“bull few him, he feid with couitefy: My 
** good jfriend, is it well with thee? How, an- 
** fwered Damdnacdy can it be well with fer- 
*♦ v^ts? 

“ For; 
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n#* The wealth of thq^e who fcm princes is 
** difperied bj another ; and their minds dways 
** diicompofed: even their life is iofecure. 

* “ Again: 

“ Who, having acquired wealth is not arro- 

“ gant ? Whofe danger, when he is attached to 

a king, can he reduced to nothing ? Whofe 

mind in the world is not tormented by.women ? 

“ Or who is really beloved by princes ? Who 

“ rulhes not into the open arms of time ? What 
* 

“ fuppliant attains reverenctf? Or what man, 
“ having fallen into the fnares of the wicked, 
“ can regain profperity? 

** My friend, faid the bull, what means all 
“ this? Damdmci aiaTwered, What do I fay, 
unfortunate as I am ! 

“ Obferve : 

“ When a man fallen into the fea has grafped 
“ a fuppott, an4 finds it a ferpent ; he ’cannot 
“ leave it, he cannot bold it : 

“ Thus am I difirefied at prefent ; for, on 
“ one fide, the kingf s confidence periihes ; on 
“ the other, my friend ; What can I do ? Whi- 
** ther can I go, fallen as I am, into a fea of mi- 
“ fery ? So fpeaking, and heaving a deep figh, 
he fat (kswn. Then Saty'ivaca Ipake : Yet, 
“ my friend, let that which thy mind has con- 
** ceived, be declared at large : Damtmacd conn- 
, “ terfeiting forrow, fpoke in a low voice : Al- 
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though the fecret of « king is not to be dif- 
“ clofed, yet, through confidence in me,’ thou 
“ cameft hither, and here haft remained. There- 
“ fore, I, who am a fuppliant to ftrangers, muft 
** neceflarily fpeak through affe<3lion to thee : 
“ Hear then; The mind of this prince is alienated 
“ from thee ; he faid, fecretly. When I have 
“ killed Sanjivaca, I ihall fatisfy all my family 
“ with food ! Upon this, the bull was excef- 
“ fively afflidbed, and the ihakal again fpake : 
“ Thy grief is “vain ; at a feafonable time 
“ fome great a£t muft be atchieved ! Sanjhaca 
having thought anxioufly for a moment, an- 
“ fwered, This is kindly faid, no doubt ! And 
“ then he thought within himfelf, how the truth 
of this bufinefs might be afcertained ; 

“ For : 

“ Many a bad man receives luftre from the 
“ goodnefs of his proteftor, like the black pow- 
“ der rubbed on the eye of a beautiful woman. 

“ Still farther : 

“ A prince attended with great care, infures 
“ not happinefs: What wonder is there in that ? 
“ He, indeed, is an extraordinary perfon, who, 
“ being diligently ferved, becomes an enemy. 

“ Therefore, the duty of a fervant is endlefs. 
‘‘ He who for fome caufe is angry, becomes 
“ mild when that caufe is removed ; but he 
** whofe mind is rancorous without cattle, how 
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** Can fuch a man have any reafon to be 
“ pleafed ? 

“•Then he faid aloud : My friend, what of- 
“ fence have I given to the prince ? Yet princes 
“ commit injuries v/ithout caufe ! Even fo, fkid 
“ Damanaca. 

“ Yet hear : ' 

“ Though good is done by the leari^ed or the 

handfome, yet a little hatred is occafioned 
“ through envy ; and though they injure you 
“ to your face, yet they meet with friendfhip 
“ from the mifapprehenfion of royal minds, who 
“ are fubfervient to more than one nature. 

“ The office of an attendant on them is ex- 
“ tremely difficult, and not to be performed even 
“ by faints. 

Again^; 

“ A hundred good works are lofl. upon the 
“ wicked ; a hundred wife words are loft upon 
“ fools ; a hundred good precepts are loft upon 
“ the obftinate ; a hundred fciences upon thofe 
“ who never refledt. ’ 

“ Yet more ; 

“ In the fandal-tree are ferpents ; in the wa- 
“ ters, lotUs-flowers, but crocodiles alfo ; even 
“ virtues are marred by the vicious ; in all 
“ enjoyments there is foinething which impairs 
“ our happinefs." 

“ This lord of ours, faid Damanacdy is kn6wft 
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^ to me for having honey in his words, and 
** poiibn in his bofbm. 

Since ; 

“ He, who ftretches out his hand from a dif- 
* tance, whofe eyes overflow with t^rs, who 
** refpeafully fits on half the feat, who em- 
** braces clofely all that approach him, who 
** fliews veneration with gentle words and quef- 
** tions, who bears poifon internally, and carries 
** Iweetnefs in his exterior, who is good only by 
** delufion, what w^onderful ading is this ? He 
“ mull have been inftruded by a wicked pre- 
“ ceptor. 

“ Yet obftrVe : 

“ A Ihip is ufed in palling the dangerous 
“ ocean ; a lamp, ufed in darknefs ; a fan, in 
“ a perfed calm ; and a hook, in humbling the 
** pride of an elephant. Thus, in this world, 
** nothing exifts for which a remedy has not been 
** framed by the Creator j but, in my Opinion, 

“ the Creator himfelf would fail in his efforts 
** to corred the bad thoughts of the wicked. 

Miferable, O miferable me ! faid Stinjivaca ; 

•* here am I, who feed on vegetables only, to be 
mangled by this lion ! Then again he faid 
“ within himfelf ; Yes, the lion, alienated from 
“ me, through fome wicked calumniator, has 
“ refolved on a breach of friendlhip. Hence 
** it is, that a king muft ever be drdaded ; for 
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** tile mind of a prince is fometimes eftranged 
** hj an evil* counfellor ; and how fhould the 
“ wrift of a marble llatue be repsured, when it 
is once broken ? 

“ Again : 

** Tlie thunderbolt, and the wrath of a king, 
are two objefts of great terror; but the former 
“ only falls on one place, the fecond fpreads ruin 
“ on all fides. 

** Therefore, by battle muft protedion from 
** death be fought; to fupplicate him would now 
“ be abfurd. 

“ Since : 

“ Either by dying bravely, I attain blifs in 
heaven; or by flaying my foe, felicity on 
“ earth ; both thefe heroick adts are, no doubt, 
“ hard to be afchieved. 

“ This, too, is the time for battle : 

“ Since ; 

When, by declining a battle, death is inevi* 
“ table ; and in battle, life is doubtful ; then, 
“ fay the wife, is the only moment for entering 
“ the field. 

“ Befides : 

“ When a wife man, even without fighting, 

** perceives not the leaft affedhion fhewn him, 

‘‘ then he refolves to die together with his 
“ enemy. 

.* YOL. XI. * 
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“ Yet more : 

** By vi&ory, a hero acquires abundance ; by 
** death, the daughter of a god for his confort : 
** all bodies perifh in an inftant, what then flxould 
** caufe fear of death in battle ? 

“ Then he faid, aloud, to Damanach : O ! 
“ my friend, inform me how I fliall know that 
“ the lion intends to deftroy me ? When he 
“ ihall look at thee, faid his falfe friend, with his 
“ ears ereft, with his tail waving, couching low, 

with his feet and his mouth wide open ; then 
“ fliewthyown ftrength. 

“ For: 

“ An inglorious wanior, from whom no re- 
** pulfe is feared, is trampled on by the multi- 
“ tude, without apprehenfion ; fee how they fet 
“ their feet on a heap of afhes. 

“ But let all this be done very fecretly 
“ by thee ; otherwife, neither thou nor I Ihall 
“ remain alive. 

“ Daff!anacayha.ving faid this, went to Carataca, 
“ who afkcd him what h^ had accomplilhed. A 
“ complete rupture, anfwered he, between them. 
“ No doubt, faid Carataca, for who is a friend 
“ of the wicked t Who that is enraged, is not 
“ implored ? Who is not fatislied with abun- 
** dance ? And in what evil art thou not emi- 
“ nently (kilful ? 
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• ** Again : 

A man, .though liappy and wife, is made 
wicked by the arts of the wicked. 

“ What does not the company of the wicked 
** effe£l: ? 

“ It is like fire, which confumes what it 
receives in its bofom. 

“ Then, Damanaca going to the liqp, faid: 
The traitor comes, intending to kill thee; let 
“ the king ftand on his defence ; and continued, 
“ as before, to irritate the lion: Sanjivaca then 
“ approaching, and feeing the Ho® with the 
“ marks of altered friendfhip, deferibed to him, 
“ exerted his utmoft refolution, a terrible con* 
“ fli£t enfued between them ; but at laft the bull 
“ was llain. Pingalaca, fatigued with the 
“ combat, fat down in forrow, and exclaimed ; 
“ O, what an atrocious aft have I done ! 

“ Since : 

“ The kingdom is enjoyed by ftrangers, and 
the king is a veflel filled with iniquity j a king 
“ who abandons juftiee, is like a lion who flays 
“ an elephant. 

Again : 

“ If one region of the world, and a virtuous 
“ wife minifter, be deftroyed ; by the death of 
“ a virtuous minifter, a king perilhes ; by the 
lofs of one region of the world, another may 
J‘ be gahfed; but not another fervant. 
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“ My lord, faid Damanac^y what is this fod- 
den change of mind, that thou art afflided by 
“ having killed an enemy ? 

“ It is written : 

“ If a father, or a brother, or a fon, or a friend, 
“ intend deftruSion to the king, arid afpire to 
“ dominion, the king muft deftroy them. 

“ Again ; 

“ A prince acquainted with the principle of 
“ found juftice, muft not be too merciful : a 
“ man over mildi cannot hold riches in his 
“ grafp. 

“ Still farther : 

“ Mercy to a friend, or a foe, is the ornament 
** of religious men j but lenity to all offenders, 
“ is a crime in a monarch. 

Befldes : 

“ When a man aims at dominion, and proud- 
“ ly feeks the place of his lord, there can be 
** no expiation for his offence, but lofs of 
“ life. 

Farther : 

“ A king over-merciful, a prieft over- greedy, 
“ and a woman difobedient lo her hufband, an 
“ ill-difpofed companion, ai\ unruly fervant, a 
“ negligent counfellor, and he who acknow- 
“ ledges hot a benefit received ; thefe feven are to 
‘‘ be difmiffed. 

Thus may it be kpown, that a lahg’s dutites 
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“ are two-fold j he muft be true and falfe, harih 
“ and courteous, feek wealth, and liberally fpend 
it ; always, giving to his friends, and always 
“ taking their property ; in every refpeft re- 
“ fembling an harlot. 0, fir ! fince thou haft 
deftroyed a foe, why art thou fad ? Be thou 
“ ever vidorious, 0 great monarch ! And may 
“ the felicity of all worlds attend thee ! Saying 
“ this, he took his ftation. 

“ You have heard,’*’ faid Vijhn\iforman, “ how 
“ friends are difunited ; what will you now 
“ hear : ipeak.” * 

“ VVe have heard it,” faid the princes, “ with 
“ great delight.” ' 

*‘,Let us conclude then,” faid the fage, “ with 
“ an applicable ftanza : 

“ May breach of friendfliip be in the man- 
“ fion of the enemies; and may every wicked 
“ advifer, deteded in time, be dragged conti- 
nually to perdition ; but may every man of 
“ virtue enjoy all grolperity ; and may every 
“ boy delight in plcafing and ufeful inftruc- 
“ lion !” 
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BOOK THE THIRD. 


On War. 

At a proper time for refumIng the converfa.. 
tion, the princes' thus a^dreffed Vijhnufarman : 
“ Having heard how friendfhip is broken, let us, 
“ who are fons of a king, be delighted, great fir, 
“ with an account of war.” 

I will difcourfe,” faid the fage, “ on what 
“ you defire to know : hear, therefore, the nar- 
rative of a war, the firft ftanza of which is 
“ this : 

“ The geefe and peacocks warred with equal 
power of ftrength ; but the geefe were fisun, 
“ having confided in crows, who were in the 
“ manfion of their enemies.” 

“ How,” faid the princes, “ did that hap- 
“ pen ?” 

There is,” anfwered Vijhnufarman^ “ in 
“ the ifland of Carpura a pool, called Pedmaceliy 
“ where a royal goofe, named Uiranyagarbha^ 
“ lived ; and having affembled all the water-birds, 
“ was' anointed king over them, by a folemn 
“ bathing. 
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“ If there ‘be not a king endued with every 
“ virtue where there be a people, the nation will 
be like a fliip without a rudder, tofled about in 
“ the ocean. 

“ Again ; 

A monarch preferves the people, and they 
“ aggrandize the monarch ; and by <hat ag- 
“ grandizement he preferves them ; but if there 
be no one called Wng, who can be aggran- 
“ dized ? 

“ One day the imperial bind was reclining at 
“ eafe, on a long and fliining bed of lotus-flow- 
“ ers, encircled by his minifters ; when a baca^ 
or water-fowl, named Long-bill, coming from 
“ a diftant country, made his falutation, and fat 
“ down in the circle : O Dirghanruc' he ! faid 
“ the king, thou comeft late from the farAeft 
“ limits of the earth ; give an account <5f thy- 
“ felf. It is a long account, faid he, and I am 
“ defirous of relating it; but, in fad, I am come 
“ with fpeed ; attend to my narration, it is of 
“ importance to you. 

“ In Jambudwipa is a mountain, called 
Findbya, where a peacock, named Chitra- 
“ verna^ rules over nations of birds ; while his 
attendants were feeding, they faw me alfo feek- 
“ ing food in the middle of a parched vraod, 
and one of them faid to me ; Who art thou ? 
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Whence doft thou come ? I am a fuhjeft, an* 
** Prtred I, of a mighty prince, named Hiranya- 
** garbba^ but powerful as Ghatravartia^ kijjg 
“ of the geefe ; for my amufement I am come 
to vifit the extremity of regions. The bird 
“ having then afked : Which of the two coun- 
tries had the better climate, and the better fo- 
vereign ? O ! exclaimed I, there is a great dif- 
ference ; for the ifle of Carpara is another 
** paradife, and the king, of geefe is a fecond 
^ Jove : What are you doing in this dry foil ? 
** Gome, and travel to my country. This dif- 
courfe irritated the peacocks. 

“ As it is written : 

“ A ferpent, by drinking milk only, encreaffes 
** his venom ; thus a fool being admpniflied, is 
** provoked, but not benefited. • 

“ Again : 

‘‘ Let a fenfible man be admonilhed, but ncft 
“ a fool ; as the birds, who gaVe advice to the 
** monkeys, were driven from their nefts. 

" How happened that ? faid the king. 

On the banks of the Neirfiiada, faid the 
water-fowl, at the foot of a mountain, ftands 
** a large Jamula-tree, in the middle of which 
^ fome birdshad built their nefts, and lived, with 
“ |!>lcafure, fOr yeans. Once, the Iky, refembling 
atl azure mantle, became obfeured wUh thick 
** elouds, and a heavy fliowet began to fall j '■ 
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“ when thefe birds f»w a herd of monkeys, run- 
“ niiig under the tree, trembling with the pain 
‘‘ of cold, they were moved with compaffion, and 
“ faid : Halo ! monkeys, we have raifed nefts, 
made of herbs brought in cur bills ; why do 
you join your hands and feet together with 
“ fuch affliction ? The monkeys hearing this, 
“ were difpleafed, and faid among thfenifelves : 
“ Oh ! thefe birds who fit happily in the middle 
“ of their nefts, fecured from the wind, are de- 
riding our expofed fituation : Be it fo-— the 
“ Ihower luuft ceafe. When the rain at laft was 
over, the monkeys climbed up the trees, atid 
“ broke all the nefts on the branches, fo that 
the birds’ eggs were thrown to the ground. 
Hence, I faid : Admoniflr a man of fenfe, &t. 
“ What happened afterwards ? faid the mo- 
“ narch. The birds, anfwered Long-bill, faid, 
angrily, who made your goofe a king ? 1 att- 
fwered, with equal rage. Who conferred roy- 
alty on your peacock ? Hearing this, they all 
“ fell upon me, intending to kill me : I ftiowtd 
my utmoft prowefs ; 

“ For : 

** Sometimes lenity is the grafce of a than ; 
but before vi^ory is gained, violence becomtes 
him. 

The, king finiled, and faid : 

He who know? not ^ ftteuigthi and weakf 
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nefs of himfelf and others, muft be routed‘by 
** his enemies. 

Again: 

“ The afs, who had been fed on good corn ; 
** and ignorantly braying in the hide of a tiger, 
“ was flain for his impertinence. How hap- 
** pened that ? faid the birds. 

- ** There is, anfwered the king, in Hajianapury 

** a fuller, named Vilafa^ whofe afs, weakened 
“ by carrying exceffive burdens, was like an ani- 
mal defirous of death. The mailer, therefore, 
carried him in » tiger’s hide, and left him in a 
“ wood, in a field of corn. The owners of the 
“ field, taking him at a dill'ance for a tiger, fled ; 
“ but one of them, covering himfelf with a piece 
of cloth of an afs’s colour, ftooped down to 
“ bend his bow ; and the afs perceiving him, 
** took him for a female of his own race, fo that 
** exulting in his renewed vigour, he began 
“ braying, and running towards the obje£l of 
his defire; but the keeper of the corn-field 
“ knowing, by his voice, that he was only an 
afs, killed him with eafe. Thence I fay : The 
“ afs, &c. 

What then ? faid the king. The birds, 
“ anfwered Long-bill, exclaimed, O treafon ! 
“ O abominable ^aca ! how durft thou ca- 
“ lamniate our fovereign 1 No mercy mull be 
expelled from us. With thefc woids they 



ON WAR. \n 

** all pecked me with their beaks, adding with 
rage : Oh*, thou fool ! what property has thy 
unwarlike gander in this kingdom ? A weak 
man cannot even keep his money in his hands : 
How fhould this coward keep his realm ? Or 
“ rather, what realm can he have ? And thou ! 

a frog bom in a well ! go,, and inform thy pro- 
“ te£tor of this attack. • 

“ Hear, thou idiot : 

“ A great tree muft be honoured which has 
both fruit and fhade ; if, by heaven’s will it 
“ has no fruit on it, yet, what can prevent its 
“ ihade ? 

“ Again : 

“ Let no wife man ferve a low mailer ; but let 
“ him ferve a man of dignity. 

“ Even milk in the hand of a tavern keeper is 
“ called an intoxicating liquor. 

“ Befides : 

“ A great man becomes little, and his virtue 
♦‘is diminilhed by^a wicked perfon, like the 
“ imag^ of an elephant in a mirror. 

“ It is added ; 

“ By ufing the great name of a powerful king, 
“ profperity is attained: as the fawn found fecu- 
“ rity by naming the moon. 

“ How, faid I, happened that ? 

“ In Ae foreft of Dandaca^ faid ijf the 
“ birds, a herd of elephants, being diftrefled by 
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a fcarclty of rain in winter, thus addreHed 
“ their king : O, Sir, what remedy has our dif- 
** trefs 1 Yonder is a pool ufed by little quadru- 
peds, who are bending their necks to drink it ; 
but we, parched with thirft, whither lhall we 
** go ? What can we do ? I’he king of the ele- 
** phants hearing this, went to a little diftance, 
“ and difeovered a pond of clear water, on the 
“ borders of which were fome little antelopes, 
** who were trodden, from time to time, by the 
“ feet of the elephants. One of them, named 
“ Silamu'che^ thus thought within himfelf : If this 
“ mightyelephant bring his herd hither every day 
to quench thvir thirft, our whole race will be 
deftroyed ! An old antelope, named Fijaya, 
guefting the caufc of his melancholy, faid : Be 
" not forrowful ; I will provide ‘a remedy for 
this evil. With this promife, he departed, and 
" confidered how he fhould approach the ele- 
phaqt near enough to addrefs him without 
** danger ; 

“ For ; 

“ By the touch, an elephant deftroys ; by the 
** teefth, a ferpent ; even by giving food, a king j 
“ and by fmiles, a treacherous man- 

I will, therefore, faid he, climb up yon 
mountain, and thence difeourfe with him. 
** Having done as he had refolved, he thus 
began : O fovereign of elephants, I come to 
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** thee, by the command of that great monarch 

“ the'Moonj Who art thou? faid the elephant* 

** and what is thy bufinefs ? Hear, faid Vijaya ; 

“ I am an ambaiTador: Though weapons are 

“ raifed, yet an ambaflador fpeaks : nay, more ; 

“ ambafladors, though they declare the plain 

** truth, are not ftirely to be flain by you. I 

“ therefore fpeak, by order of his lunaj> majefty. 

“ In driving away the antelopes, who are ap- 

“ pointed keepers of the pool facred to Cbandrat 

“ thou haft aifted improperly* we antelopes are 

“ its guardians : hence alfo the God is named Sa- 

“• ganca, or fawn-fpotted. When the pretended 

“ ambaflador had faid this, the elephant fltid, with 

great fear : This has been done by me through 

“ ignorance ; we will not again come hither. 

■“ Come then, faid F ijaya ; and having faluted 

“ the god who dwells here, and trembles with 

“ rage, appeafe him. The elephant we*nt, and 

“ as it was night, the antelope fhewed him the 

" refledion of the moon quivering in the water, 

“ and commanded *him to make proftration. 

Great* Sir, faid the elephant, my offence was 

“ through ignorance ; therefore, be moved to 

“ forgivenefs : faying this, anS making profound 

falutation, he went his way. Therefore, 1 

” faid : Ufing a great name, &c. 

“ So, anfwered I, our monarch has . great 
• 1 * • ^ 

** ftrength and great power. The birds then 
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** dragged, and ftruck me, faying : HorrlWe 
** treafon ! Doft thou live m our cpuntry, and 
“ traduce our fovereign ? After thefc words, 
they carried me before their king Cbitravernoi 
“ who looked at me; while they, after due fa- 
** lutation, thus addrefled him : Let our lord 
** hear ; This evil-minded water-fowl, though 
“ living in our land, condemns thy throne, our 
** monarch. Who is he? faid the prince ; and 
“ w’hence comes he ? They anfwered : He is a 
** fubje£t of Hiranyagarbha, and comes from the 
ifle of Carpurd, I was then afked by the 
prime- minifter, a vulture, who was the vizir at 
‘‘ my court. A large water-bird, named Ser- 
vajnyOy faid I. He is well employed, faid the 
“ vulture, becaufe he was born in that counrtry ; 

“ Since : 

fl 

“ A king Ihould, by all means, chufe a mi- 
** nifter who was born in his realm, who follows 
“ the profeflion of his anceftors, who is perfcA 
“ in religious and moral duties, void of arro- 
gance, has read the body \)f laws, firmly prin- 
“ cipled, efteemed wife, and the author of pru- 
** dent counfels. 

“ Then a parrot faid : 

The ifie of Carpurdy Sir, lies in Jambud- 
« •wipa-y and your majefty has there a juft right 
** of dominion ! True, faid the peacock ; 

‘“Fdr: 
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i' A proud king, a child, and a man who 
fecks imm^nfe wealth, grafp at what is t^nat- 
“ taUiable : 

What right can they have in it ? If, fald I, 
“ dominion were obtained by words only, then 
** might all Jambudwipa be fubje£t to my king. 
“ How, faid the peacock, will he maintain his 
“ right ? By war, anfwered I. Go, then, faid he, 
fmiling, and make preparation for it Send 
“ thy own ambaflador, faid I. Who, afked the 
** king, will go on this embaffy ? 

“ For: 

“ An ambaflador fliould be thus qualified ; 

Faithful, bonejl, pure ^fortunate, mild^ labo^ 
“ rious, patient, a Brahmen, knowing the hearts 
“ of others, and extremely fugacious : 

“ Again : 

Noble, true, eloquent, profperous, affable, 
“ exad in delivering his meflage, withwi good 
memory : 

“ An ambaffador Ihould have thefe feven qua- 
“ lities. There are tnany fuch ambaflkdors; but 
“ a Brahmen muft be appointed : 

“ For : 

“ Let a prince conciliate the Gods to himfelf, 
“ and not long immoderately for wealth; even 
“ by the company of Siva, the black hue of the 
venom is not to be removed. 

“ The*parrot, therefore, mufl: go. * Having 
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** thus fpoken, he faxd to the parrot : Go thotl 
** with him, and declare our plealure. As the 
king commands, be it done, laid the parrot j 
** but with that mifchievous baca I cannot 
“ travel. 

Thus it is written : 

A bad companion makes a bad condition ; 
^ the fruit is certain ; as the ten-mouthed giant 
** carried Seta away ; and as the ocean was 
** bound in chains. 

“ Further ; 

** We muft never ftand, we muft never go, 
“ with a wicked perfon ! By Handing with a 
** crow, the goofe was killed ; and the vartace, 
“ by moving. 

How was that ? faid the king. 

‘‘ In the road to UJjayan?, near .the border of 
** it, Is a large pippcl-tree, whore a wild gander 
** and a crow had lived a lon-r time. Under this 

o 

tree, a traveller, fatigued by tlic funmicr heat, 
“ flept in the fhade, with his bow l}ing by him j 
and whilH he flept, the (hade, for a ihort time, 
“ left his face; and the wild goofe on ‘the tice, 
“ feeing his face enlightened with funbeams, 
“ was moved with pity, and extending his 
wings over, lhadowed him. The traveller, 
in deep fleep, opened his mouth wide, and 
the crow, letting his dung fall into it, flew 
*• away. When he awoke, and found his mouth 
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dlfiled, he looked up, and perceiving th^ v^d 
** goofe, fhot • him. Thence I fay : We mult 
peV^ fland, we muft never walk, &c. 

“ Now I will tell you what happened to die 
vartace : 

“ Hear : 

“ On a certain day, all the birds made a fef* 
** tival in honour of Garuda. On the lea fliore, 
where they were walking, a crow and a var-* 
“ tace flew together ; a fhepherd, attending the 
“ feaft, carried on his head a p6t of curds, which 
the crow, from time to time^ pecked at ; upon 
“ this, he fet the pot on the ground, and railing 
“ his head, faw both birds, and purfued them ; 
“ but the crow, while he flopped to breathe^ 
“ flew off, and the fmall bird who moved llowly 
“ was killed by him. Therefore, I repeat : We 
“ muft never fland, we muft never move, &c. 

“ I then I'poke thus : Brother parrot, why doft 
thou fpeak fo unkindly of me ? Thou art, in 
“ refpedt of me, as the feet of my king. Be it 
** lb, anfwered he : 

“ Neverthelefs : 

“ The foft words of the deceitful make me 
** fearful of mifchief ; like the ' linell of flowers 
** out of feafon. 

“ And thy wickednefs in talking has been 
“ fully known to me ; for thy fpeeches have, 
before fhls, been the caufe of a war between 
“ two princes. 

vot. XI. K 
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“ Though a crime be committed even in |)rc- 
** fence of a fool, -he rejoices, like the diariot- 
“ maker, who had his wife and her lover oyer 
** his head. 

“ How was that ? faid I. He anfwered : 

“ In Srinagarna lived a carpenter, named 
“ Mandamati^ or little-fenfe, who knowing his 
wife ^o be unchafte, but not having with his 
“ own eyes feen her with her lover, told her 
“ one day, he was going to another town, 
“ and took his leave ; yet, without going far, he 
** returned, and poncealing himfclf in his houle, 
** lay under the bed. , The adulterer, in full con- 
“ fidcnce that the hulband was abfent, was fent 
“ for in the evening, and fat fporting with her 
“ on the bed; when flie touching fomething 
“ with her foot, -and concludii^ that it was 
her hufband, began to lament. Her lover 
“ aiked, what was the reafon of this. She an- 
“ wered : He that is the lord of my life is ab- 
‘‘ lent ; and this town, though full of inhabit- 
“ ants, appears to me likfc a defert. Why, faid 
“ he, fliould this carpenter be an objed of fuch 
“ afFe<Slion ? he who calls thee a harlot ! Cruel 
“ man ! faid Ihe', v/hat doft thou fay ? Though 
‘‘ fharp things be fpoken, and though a wife 
“ be feen with a look of anger ; yet, when her 
“ hufband is appealed, fhe returns to her duty. 

“ Again :• 

“ A hufband is the -chief ornament of a wife, 
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«< though ihe have iio other ' omameiu; ; htit 
** though adorned, yet, without him, fhe has no 
**.orhament. 

(r 

“ Thou, an adulterer, with whom the le- 

I 

** vity of my mind caufed me to fin, art like a 
tambula-flower, worn a little while, and foon 
“ thrown afide : but my hulband, by his fu- 
** preme dominion, has power to ^vo or fell 
“ me to the gods or the Brahmens. What need 
“ is there of many words ; in his life I live, 
“ and in his death I muft *die, as I certainly 
“ will. 

« For: 

“ As many hairs as are in the human body, 
“ multiplied by a croire, and half a croire, fo 
“ many years will Ihe live in heaven, who dies 
“ with her hufband. 

“ Again : 

“ As a charmer draw's a ferpent from hie 
hole, thus a good wife taking her hulband 
“ from a place of torture, enjoys happinefi with 
“ him. 

“ YSt more : 

“ When a faithful wife hears her hufband is 
dead in a diftant country, Ihe abandons life, 
and accompanies him. 

Hear now the finit of fuch virtue ; 

“ If he be bound in hell with the ftrongeft 
“ chains, yet fhe takes him by the hand, and 
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“leads him to heaven the force of her 
“ piety! 

“ The carpenter hearing all this, th<hig]^t 
within himfelf: I am a wonderful man, to 
“ poffefs fuch a wife ! a wife who fpeaks of me 
“ fo affedionately, whofe love is innate. Saying 
this, he could not reftrain 'himfelf, but raifed 
“ on hi»>head the couch, with his wife, and her 
“ gallant. Thence, I fay: Though a crime, &c. 

“ After this, having fluted the king as if 
“ he had adminiftered juftice, I was difmiffed. 
“ Now, Sir, the .parrot is coming after me j 
“ knowing all this, thou wilt as is expedient. 
“ Sir, faid Cbacravaca^ fmiling, this Dtrgha- 
“ muc’he, having travelled to a foreign country, 
“ has performed the king’s bufinefs to the'beft 
“ of his power ; but this is a fault in his nature : 

“ For ; 

“ Give a hundred pieces, rather than go to 
“ war. This is the rule in the facred code : — 
“ To war without neceflity, is the part of a fool ! 

“ After fuch an affront, faid the king, war 
“ feems unavoidable. Sir, faid the minifter, I 
** will fpeak in private without thefe hearers. 

“ For : 

“ As words form an echo, fo the eye, and the 
“ motions of the body, are comprehended by 
tiie fagacious : let prudent men, therefore, giv« 
“ counfel in fccret. 
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“ BeHdes : 

By winfes, by the walk, by aftion of fpeech, 
**, by*the motion of the eye, and the lip, a wife 
“ man difcovers the mind. 

“ When he had Taid this, the king and his 
“ vizir remained, while the reft departed, each 
“ a different way. * 

** This I know, Sir, faid the minifter, that this 
“ bufinefs of fending ah ambaffador, has been 
effedled by the baca. 

For: 

A fick man is an advantage to phyficians; 
a meffenger to the meffenger’s lord ; a fool 
“ to the learned ; a king’s fubjed to a warrior. 

“ Let this he the caufe, laid the king ; but 
now fay what muft be done ? Sir, faid Cia- 
“ cravaca, let an ambaffador be fent : then we 
“ fhall know the whole affair, and the enemies 
“ ftrength or weaknefs. 

“ Thus, indeed, it is written : 

Let an ambaffador be the king’s eye, in fur- 
“ veying his own and every other region ; and 
“ in difcerning what is pradicable, and what is 
“ impradicable -He who has no fuch eye is 
“ blind ! 

“ Let him take a fecond perfon, a confiden- 
“ tial affiftant ; and when any fecret bufinefs is 
*• concerted, let him remain himfelf^ and {end 
back his affifiant. 
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Thus it is written i , 

^In the place of a foreign kin^, let A wife 
** man converfe with ambafiadors, who 
** the divine books, are devout, and of a facred 
‘J chara£ter. 

*■ A confidential minifter Ihould be one who 
** travels by land and water. Let fome other 
(rice-bird) be fent, but not this baca ; let him 
“ remain in your palace ; but let all this be kept 
fecret ; for good counf^l is betrayed by fix 
“ ears. This alfo*is the cafe of a fecret ; let the 
“ king, therefore, confult only with himfelf and 
“ another. 

Hear: 

By revealing a fecret, the faults of a prince 
cannot be corredted : — ^this the moralifts know. 
“ He faid, eagerly, I have an excellent am- 
baflador. Then, faid the minifter, thou haft 
obtained vidqry. 

“ While they were fpeaking, a chamberlain 
“ entered and faid: A parrot, from Jambudwipa^ 
“ is arrived at the palace gate. The king looked 
at ChacravacOf who faid ; Let an apartmeiit 
be prepared for him, and let him repair to it; 
after that he (hall he prefented. The cham- 
** berlain find : Be it as the king commands; and 
after that went with the parrot to his ftation. 
T^^» faid the king, is now fettled. Yet, 
Sir, faid the minifter, it ipuft not tsdee plac^. 
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“ For, what is that treafurer, or. what; ii that 

couafellor,* who advifes his prince to make 
“ ,wa5r without due confideration ? 

It is written : 

“ Let a wife king ftrive for vidory if he 
“ be attacked ; but let him not* make war. 
“ Since, if two kings fight, both cannot be 
“ vidors. 

“ And : 

Every man is a hero, who has not been in 
“ battle i and who, that has not feen the ftrength 
“ of another, is not arrogant ? , • 

“ Farther : 

“ A great ftone is not raifed,.by men, without 
“ labour : but if a man can attain great fuc- 
“ cefs with little efforts, the fruit of his virtue 
“ is great. 

“ Neverthelefs, when war is determined pn, 
“ it muft be vigoroully conduded : ‘ 

“ For : 

“ As corn produces its fruit, among men, in 

due feafon ; thus, good condud produces fhiit, 
“ O king*! after a long time, and not on a fud- 
“ den. 

“Yet more; 

“ A great king fhould fear his enemies at a 
•* diftance ; but when near, ad with valour. In 
“ the midft ofdanger, it is a dreadful crimf to 
r « be inaftive. 
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** Again : 

. The deftroyfar of all fucceflfes!, ia ill-timed 
apprchenfion of danger. 

“ He then added : The king Cbitraverna is 
** exceedingly ftrong. That we fhould engage 
with a ftrong foe, is not advifeable ; it would 
be like a man aifailing an elephant on 
** foot. ' 

“ Befides : 

He is a fool, who, not having attained a 
“ proper time, engages his enemy. A conteft 
“ with the ftrong, would be like attempting to 
fly with the wings of an infedt. 

“ Yet mpre : 

“ Let a warrior keep his arms referved, as a 
tortoife contradts his limbs ; then, when he 
“ has an opening, let him rife up like an en-» 
^‘^ged ferpent. 

*■* Hear, O king ! 

“ Againft a great prince, a fmall one may 
f* perform much in due feafon, if he know 
“ ftratagcms ; as the inundation of a final! 
** river can tear up the roots of ’trees like 
grafs, 

“ In this manner let the parrot, having con-' 
fided in us, be kept, until a neceflTary fortifica- 
tion can be prepared ; 

“ For : 

.ft One bowman (landing on the centre wril, 
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** ifiay fight an hundred, or even an hundred 
thonfand ; 'a caftle, therefore^ is ncceflary. 

It is added : 

** A prince ftationed in his enemy’s country 
without a fortrefs, unable to repel his foe, ne- 
“ cefiarily falls, like a man out of a fhip. 

“ Again : 

“ A fortrefs muft be built with large battle* 
ments, and lofty walls, fupplied with veflels, 
implements, provifipns, and water, with a hill, 
“ a river, a dry plain, and a wood. 

“ Yet more : 

“ Of great extent ; difficult of accefs j fuffi- 
“ ciency of water, and grain j with ftore of 
“ wood; a fit place for ingrefs, and egrefs j thefe 
“ are the feven excellencies of a caftle. 

“ Who, fii^d the king, can be employed in 
“ building it ? 

Whoever, anfwered the minifter, is emi- 
“ nently Ikilful in the bufinefs, let him be em* 
ployed; in fuch bufinefs, whoever is inexpe- 
“ rienced in it is a dfince, though he may know 
all the Yafiras ; let the faras, therefore, be or- 
dered to attend. 

“ The order being iffiied, and the {axis at- 
** tending, the king thus addrefied him : O fit- 
“ ras ! thou muft build a fortrefs. The finis, 
** having paid his hom^e, fpoke thus: A for- 
Jrds,*Q king ! has long been proyith^, name* 



(W WAR. 


iu 

*♦ ly, a large pod j but an ifland in the middle 
of it fliould be fupplied with a quantity of 
“ grain; fince, of all ftores, great monarch I a 
•* ftore of grain is moft ufeful; a bright gem 
taken into the mouth will not preferve life. 

“ Befides ; 

** Of all taftes, the tafte of fait is moft excel- 
“ lent let fait be ufed, without which the bell 
difli would be unfavoury. 

“ Go,fpeedily,faidtheking,and make all ready. 
“ While the king was fp caking the w ardour 
** entered, and, after falutation, faid ; The fove- 
“ reign of the crows, O king ! named Megha- 
“ verna, is arrived from Sinhaladitipff, and 
Iblicits the honour of feeing the feet of our 
** prince ! The crow, faid the king, is a wife 
“ bird, and has feen much of the world; let him 
be gracioufly received. It is even fo, laid 
Chderavaca ; but, O king ! the crow is a land- 
bird, and is conftdered as rejedted by our 
“ race, which differs widely from him : how can 
** he be received ? 

“ It is thus written ; 

“ A fool who leaves his own race, and delights 
in another, is deftroyed by ftrangers, like the 
blue ftiakal. 

“ How, faid the king, did that happen ? 

Th^e is, faid the minifter, in the city of 
Ujjayam a ftukal, who going one night, for 



“ his pleafure, beyond .the limits ofthetowhyieil 
“ into a pot o^ indigo ; and, unable to rife ©utof 
“ k', lay in it, as if he were dead. In the mom- 
“ ing the owner of the indigo pulled him out, 
“^nd threw him out of the room j when he, 
“ concealing himfelf, ran away to the foreft. 
“ Perceiving that he was of a dark blue colour, 
he thus thought within himfelf : I ath noW 
“ of a divine colour, the colour of Crijhna / 
‘‘ What greatnefs, thesefore, may I not attain ? 
“ Having accordingly fummoned the reft of the 
“ fhakuls, he faid to them : The deity of thi^ 
wood has himfelf anointed me fovereign of it, 
“ with the juice of celeftial herbs ; fee my holy 
** colour : to-day, therefore, I muft begin the 
“ difeharge of my duty, and by my command 
juftice fliall be adminiftered in the foreft. 

“ The beafts, perceiving his diftinguiftiing 
“ colour, fell proftrate, and paid homage, fay- 
“ ing : As the king commands ! and then was 
“ fupreme dominion conferred on him by all the 
animals of his race. Soon after, when he had 
“ alfo affembled a herd of lions, tigers, and other 
“ beafts, deceived by his appearance, he defpifed 
“ his fpecies, and difmiffed all the ihak^s, who 
“ were much afflided with their difgrace; 
but an old fhakal arofe among them, and faidt 
Be no^ grieved, I promife you relief; yte", wdio 
hini) are driven from him ; but as he 
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feeks to ruin us, I muft eontrive to deftrojr 
“ him. Thelions, tigers, and the* reft, imagine 
“ from his blue hide, that he is a monarch j but 
be it our care that he may be detected : thus 
** may we efFed: our purpofe; one evening, when 
** you are all colleded before him, fet up a loud 
** cry ; when he hears it, his nature will prompt 
** him *to join in it ; 

“ For; 

** Whatever is^ natural ,to any one, can hardly 
" be difeontinued : ftiould a dog be made a king, 
he will ftill gnaw leather. 

** The tigers, &c. knowing his voice, will de- 
“ ftroy him. This being done, the confequcnce 
** followed. 

As it is written : 

Our natural enemy knows our former crimes, 
our heart, and our ftrength; fo that he pene- 
trates and deftroys, as fire burns a dry tree. 
** Thence, I fay : A fool who leaves his own 
flock, &c. 

“ Though it be fo, faid the king, yet confider, 
** fince he comes from a great diftance, what 
** reafon can there be for rejeding him ? 

“ poking, faid Cbacravaca^ an ambaflador is 
“ dilp^ched, and a fortrefs built ; let the par- 
“ ro| fee this, and depart, fince Charmya^ by 
“dpmplpying a fagacious meffengerj ^eftroyed 
let a king, therefore, encircled with’ 
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** wJurriors, receive an ambaflador who comes 
** from a diftatace. 

if Upon this a council was affembled, and the 
“ parrot introduced, together with the crow, 
“ named Megbaverna. 

“ The parrot, raifing his head a little when 
“ he entered the haH of audience, faid, aloild : 
“ Hear, O Hyranyagarbha ! the profperous Cbi-i 
“ traverna, king of kings! thus commands 
“ thee : If thou value thy life, or fortune, come 
“ Ipeedily, and pay homage' at our feet; if 

“ not, be aflured of expullioii from thy terri- 
“ tory. 

The king anfwered, in a rage : Who, among 
“ you, is not my fubjedl ? Then Megbaverna 
“ rofe, and faid : Give the word, O king ! and 
“ I will put this bafe parrot to death. The roi- 
“ nifter then firmly addrefied the king, and the 
‘f crow, in thefe words : 

“ Yet hear : 

“ That is no council, at which the aged attend 
“ not ; they are not aged, who fpeak not with 
“ juftice ; that is not juftice, which is unaccom-n 
“ panied with truth ; and there is no truth 
“ where fear prevails. 

“ This is clear law. The parrot is a Brah- 
“ men ; but an ambalTador, though a barlmian, 

muft not be flain : a king fpeaks by the mouth 
** of his Ambaflador, who, though wessons be 
“ raifed for war, merely delivers his meflage. 
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** Farther ; ‘ 

** Who coniiders himfelf dehaibd, hecaufe an 
** ambaflador reports, that others magnify ‘tham- 
** felves ? They who are remediable, are fo in 
themfelves : a meflenger fpeaks only as he is 
** inftrudled. , 

“ The king, neverthelefs, and the crow, ex- 
“ preffed their natural warmth of temper ; and 
“ the parrot, riling from his feat, departed: after 
** which, an officer, fent by the minifter, com- 
** plimented him With an ornament of gold, and 
** then difmifled him. 

“ The parrot returned to the Vindhya moun- 
tains, and paid his refpedls to Chitraverna^ 
“ who feeing him, faid : Well, my ambalTador, 
“ what is the ftate of things ? What fort of a 
“ country is it ? O king ! anfwered the parrot, 
the ftate of things is Ihortly this : A war muft, 
“ be lefolvcd on ; the ifland of Carpura is a ter- 
“ reftrial paradife ; how can I paint it in proper 
colours ? 

“ The king, hearing this, convened an aftem- 
“ bly of his moft diftinguiflied minifters, and, 
“ having taken his feat in council, fpoke thus : 
“ Now, fince war muft be waged, advife what 
“ is to be done. 

“ As it is written : 

, Difcontented priefts, and contented princes, 
f* are alike ruined ; modeft harlots and immodeft 
“ vrdmen of rank, arfe alike. 
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** A vulture, named Duraderjty or far-iiieing, 
** then fpoke'thus : O Idn^ ! in diftrefsf war it 

uof to be waged : 

“ Since : . 

“ Whenever the counfellors of a monarch are 
** well difpofed, and his minifters ferve him 
“ fteadily, and whalh the foe is unprepared, theft 
“ he may declare war. 

“ Let an aftrologer, faid the king, be fum- 
“ moned by this my order ; and let him calcu- 
“ late a propitious day for dUr expedition. O 
“ king ! faid the minifter, ipy expedition, at 
“ prefent, is improper. 

“ Since : 

“ Fools only engage on a fudden, without 
“ jifcfertaining the ftrength of their enemy; and 
“ moft affuredly receive a number of drawn, 
“ fabres on their necks. 

“ Do not, faid the king, oppofe, on al? occa- 
“ fions, my eager defire ; but declare, how a 
“ prince, who feeks victory, muft invade a 
“ foreign territory. *1 will declare it, faid the 
“ vulture*; only hear ; yet even this plan pro- 
“ duces dangerous fruit : 

“ Thus it is written : 

“ What need has a prince of a oounfellor who 

a£ts not, and reafons from books ; by mo; 
“ mory, preferibing a medicine, no diforder is 
, cured.’ 
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** Is the cieuntiy> tlieni,, faid the king* not to 
** be invaded ? that fo far is fettledJ * 

** I will fpeak, laid the minifter, what I* have 
•* heard advifed. 

•** I. Whenever, O king ! there is fear of 
“ danger with a river, a mountain, a wood, and 
“ a caftle ; then let the chief commander go forth 
“ with -collefted troops, exerted ftrength. 

** 2. Then the principal obferver of the hof* 
“ tile force, advance firm, encircled by warriors : 
** in the centre, let hulbands and wives, with 
“the treafure, be placed; and all who are 
** weak. 

“ 3. In both wings let the cavalry be fta- 
tinned ; by the horl'es, chariots ; by the cha- 
“ riots, elephants ; by the elephants, infantry. 

** 4. Then let the fovereign march, giving 
confidence gradually to the difpiritcd, fur- 
“ rouilded by valiant counfellors, and with a 
“ great force. 

“ 5. Let him advance with elephants, to a 
** ilation that is watery and mountainous ; with 
“ horfes, to a level and dry ftation ; let him pafs 
** water in boats, and every where be attended 
with foot-foldiers. 

6. The march of elephants is advantageous 
“ in the cloudy feafon ; of horfes, in the fummer j 
“ and of infantry, in all feafons. 

“ 7. 'When armies march over dangerous 
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5 ‘ foads, they muft provide for the fafety of the 
kiog; bur if he fleep, though guarded by 
“^heroes, he negleds his duty. 

8. Let him fmite, let him defhroy the foe 
with hard and fharp firokes ; and when he 
enters a foreign country, let him look out for 
“ a wood before him. 

“ 9. Where the king is, there is thetreafure j 
“ where there is no treafure, there is no reign- 
ing ; but let him impart it to his warriors : 
“ Who would not fight when Wealth is beftowed ? 
“ 10. No man, O king!, is the flave of a 
man, but of riches : the rank of a Ipiritual 
“ guide, or the lownefs of a beggar, depend on 
wealth, or the want of it. 

'i I. They fight to prevent a defeat, and mu- 
* tually defei^d each other; but let that part of’ 
“ an army which is ever fo little weak, be fta- 
“ tinned in the midil of the forces. • 

“12. Let the fovereign place the infantry 
before him ; and take his ftation. While the 
** foe is compelled fo go round him, let him 
** lay wafte the country. 

“ r3. On a level ground, let him engage with 
“ chariots and horfes ; on the water, with boats 
and elephants. 

“ 14. In a place covered with trees and creep- 
“ ing fhrubs, let him ufe bows, fwords, -and 
I fhields^ j&id other weapons. 

VOL. XI. X. 
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" 15. LethimcondnuaHyindeft liaiHiailjr; 
deftrtoying their food, their fields, thdr tviter, 
“ their wood, and their entrenchments. ' 

“ 16. Among the king’s forces, the elephant is 
“ the chief, and no other : an elephant, ufing 
*' all his members, is confidered as having eight 
“ arms. 

“ 1 7.' The horfe is the ftrength of armies, for 
he is a moving wall : a king, therdPore, pof- 
“ feflcd of many horfes, is vidlorious in land- 
fights. 

** 18. Warriors, mounted on horfes, are hard 
“ to be conquered, even by gods ; their cne- 
** mies, even at a diftance, are fubdued by 
“ them. 

“ ig. The firft bufinefs of war, is the pre- 
“ fervation of the whole army ; cleaning the 
“ ground, and chufing the afped, is called the 
“ firft’adion. 

“ 20. Wife men acknowledge as their elder 
** brother, a man natundly brave, fkilful in 
“ arms, well-affeded, kind-hearted, difficult to 
« be fubdued, famed for heToifm, and of great 
ftrength. 

“ 21. Men do not fight, 0 king! fbbddly 
for gifts and wealth, as for the honours con- 
“ ferred by their fovereign. 

22, A fmall army, if excellent, is a great 
H^one ; not a numerous force with their heads 
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** Aofn (^{^r?ced) ; the flight of bad troops 
** afluredly caufes the route of good ones. 

23. Not to protect, not to be prefent, to be 
{paring of gifts, to procraftinate, to have no 
** wardouf who may introduce fuppliants; thefe 
“ arc caufes of difaffedion. 

** 24. By haraffeng the foes, let him who 
** feeks vi^lory overcome them ; by delaying to 
harafs them, they profper, and are gratified. 
“23. In defeating the enemy, there is no 
** other objedJ: than dividing the fpoil : let the 
** prince, therefore, with cartf divide the booty 
** taken from the foe. 

26. When peace is made by a viceroy, or 
** by a principal counfellor, a firm prince may 

cxprefs anger, and renew the war. 

27. He may even, after having defeated the 
** enemy, deilroy them, with troops eager for 
“ gain ; or feize and carry off their cattle, or 
** even imprifon their chief. 

** 28. Let a princ^ make his own regions po- 
“ pular, for the fake of poffeffing that of an- 
“ other ; or by beftowing gifts, and conferring 
** honours, with like popularity, let him acquire 
“ the odour of fame for generofity. 

“ Ah ! faid the king, what need is there for 
“ fo many words. To be fortunate by nature, 
and to (iibdue the foe, thefe are thejcwo pro- 
** perties of a king : by poffeffing thefe qua- 
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** lities, wife princes extend theit< gloiy feke 
“ Vhch^patil . * 

** Another kind of ftrength, {aid the minifter, 
“ fmiiing, muft be provided j another code of 
fciences mufl be prepared: How can light and 
“ darknels remain equally in one ftation ? 

The king then aroie, and an aftronomer 
having marked the propitious time of the fun’s 
“ palfing through the fign, he marched forth. 

Juft then a meflenger, arrived, who, after 
“ making obeifahce to Hiranyagbarva, thus 
{poke : O kingJ Chitraverna is approaching ; 
** and even now, has taken his ground on the 
** top of the mountain Malaya: a guard muft 
** be kept continually in the caftle, for the vul- 
ture is his prime minifter. Yet more : It has 
been allerted, in converfation upon this fub- 
** je£t, that a certain bird was before ordered by 
“ the vulture to make an attempt upon the for- 
** trefs. O king, cried Cbacravaca^ that muft 
be the crow ! By no means, faid the king : if it 
“ were fo, how would he have begun with pro- 
*' pofing the death of the parrot ? BefiHes : Our 
“ foes fuccefs in this war, muft have been fince 
“ the arrival of the parrot : the crow has been 
a long time conftantly here. Yet, laid the 
ininifter, when a ftranger comes, he {hould 
“ be treated with caution. What bene&dor, 
faid, the king, can be confidered as a ftranger! 
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“ Hear : 

“ S\ ftranger, who is kind, is a kinfman. 

' “ An unkind kinfman is a ftranger. 

“ Painful diftempers are bred in the body, 
while, foothing medicines grow in the forcft. 

** Again ; 

Viravara^ feiVant of the king Sudrac, in a 
fhort time, gave up his own fon. 

“ How, afked the minifter, did that happen ? 

Once, anfwered.the kin|, as I was fporting 
“ with a young goofe, named Carpuramanjan, 
“ in the pool of Carpuracet^ made for the re- 
“ creation of king Sudrac, a Rajaputra, named 
** Firavara, who had come from a diftant coun- 
“ try, went, at that time, to the wardour of the 
“ palace, and faid : I am a Rajaputra, who want 
** a maintenance, grant me a fight of the king ! 
“The warden went to Sudrac, and pcrfonn- 
“ ing due homage, faid : O king ! a Rajaputra, 
“ named Viravara,h come from a foreign coun- 
“ try, and ftands at thy gate. 

“ The king faid; Bring him to me. Fir over a 
“ was accordingly introduced to the king’s pre- 
“ fence ; and laluting him, faid : If you alk for 
“ me as thy fervant, O Idng ! allow me a fti- 
“ pend. What ftipend doft thou demand ? faid 
“ Sudrac. Four hundred pieces of gold a day, 
“ anfwered Firavara. With what implements, 
• “ fud the king, canft thou perform fervice i 



150 


ON ■srAR> 


“ With three, faid Firavarat the two firft ^ 
“ my two arms, and the third is my It 

“ cannot be, faid the king ; and Firavarn, 
making his obeifance, departed. The firft 
“ niiiiifter then addreifed the king : Allow him, 
“ Sir, this falary for a few days, that his dif» 
“ pofition may be known ; then you may p^ 
portion his pay the talents he pofteftes. 
SudraCy perfuaded by this advice, called back 
“ the foldler, and giving him betel, ordered him 
the ftipend he kad demanded. And then 
“ keeping a couftant watch on his adions, learnt 
“ that Viravara gave one half of his pay to the 
“ gods and the brahmens, one quarter to the 
“ poor, and the remainder he fpent on himfelf. 
“ This was his conftant pradice. And, with 
“ his fabre in his hand, he kept watch, day and 
“ night at the palace gate ; going to the king 
only when he was called for. 

“ On the fourteenth of the dark half the 
moon Bbatka, at midnight, the king heard the 
“ found of weeping and lamentation. He find, 
« aloud ; Who is there at the gate f The folcher 
“ anfwered : 0 king ! I, Firavara, am in waitr 
“ ing. Let an enquiry be made, laid the king 
concerning tha‘. weeping. Be it as the king 
“ commands, faid Firavara^ and mme^iately 
“ departed. 

“ In the mean while, the king, thinking within 
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tlmt lie liad unadvifedlf fent a lingle 
“ folder, in ib dark a night, without a torch, took 
** iiis' dmeter, and followed him out of the town. 
“ Ftravara had difcovcred a damfel, very 
young, exquifitely beautiful, and elegantly 
“ appareled, to whom he faid : Who art thou ? 
“ Wherefore doft thou weep ? 

“ She anfwered ; ; 

** I am Lacjhmif the Fortune of king Sudrac; 
“ under the ihadow of whofe arm I have long 
" repofed : but am now forcbd to depart from 
** him, and therefore weep. , By what means, 
** fjdd Ftravara, can the goddefs be again efta- 
** biifbed here ? If thou, anfwered Lacjhmt, will 
** devote to me, the goddefs of felicity, thy fon 
“ SdStivari, whofe body has fixty marks of ex- 
** cell^ce, 1 ydll again dwell a long time in this 
** country. — So laying, Ihe vanilhed. 

“ Ftravara then went to his own houfe, and 
** waked his wife and fon, whom he found lleep- 
ing. Ftravara repeated to them the very 
words of Lac/hmi j* which SaSiivara no fooner 
“ heard, ‘than he faid, with rapture : Glorious, 
“ indeed, am I become ! who am the inftrument 
** of faving the dominions of my prince ! What, 
O father, Ihould occalion delay ? any day, 
“ furely, muft be favourable for offering up my 
body in fuch a caufe. 

“ Since the poet fays : 
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**Agood naan would ixfigfi h» wicalth, lund 
“ even his life, for otl^ : linco ddtth is ihevi- 
** table, tiuat death is furely beft, which procutres 
moft good to the virtuous. 

** Let this, added his mother, be the bullneis 
“ of our humly ; if it be not, how elfe can we 
give an equivalent for the fplendid lidary 
which the king allows us i 
** Having^liuid this, all of them haftened to the 
** goddefs of profperity; to whom Vtrauara^ 
** with pious adoration, faid : Be favourable, O 
« goddefs ! grant .viftory to the great king Su~ 
“ drac^ and receive thy offered Have. So fay- 
ing, he ftruck off the head of his fon : 
“ and immediately thought thus within him- 
“ felf : I have now made a full return for the 
** king’s munificence, but, without my boy, my 
** own life is a fruitlefs burden. After this fhort 
meditation, he ftabbed himfelf : and his wife, 
feeing him dead, and unable to furvive her 
** hulband and her fon, put an end to her life, 
“ with the fame weapon. 

**• All this Sudrac heard and faw with afto- 
** nillunent, and faid : 

** Ignoble men live and die like me ; but the 
“ equal of that Viravara never exifted, nor ever 
** will exift among men. Since my kingdom is 
“ therefore deprived of him, it is of no more 
^e to me. 
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** He then uniheathed^'lns fwon^ 'md -was 
** preparing with pleafure to g^ve himfelf a moiw 
“'tal* wound, when the goddefs Lacjbtni, ap- 
“ pearing in a vifible form, took the king by the 
“ hand, and faid : My fon, this a£l will be' ab- 
furd ; thy realm ihall not now be .broken. 
** Sudrac^ falling proftrate, faid : O godded, I 
have no occafion for my realm, nor even for 
“ my life. If ftill thou haft any afiedion for 
“ me, let that hero Firavara, with his wife and 
“ fon, be reftored to life by'iny death ; let me 
go into that path which becomes me. 1 ant 
“ abundantly fatisfied, faid Lacjhmi^ with Ay 
“ fervent piety, and love for thy fervant ; go, 
“ conquer, and let the hero, wiA his family; 
rife to life ! 

“ The king, having again proftrated himfelf 
before the goddefs, returned to his palace, 
“ unfeen by any mortal. Vnavara, in Afe mean 
“ time, rofe from the dead, with his wife and 
“ his child ; — Aey went home, and he returned 
“ to his ftation before the royal gate. 

“ The* king then alked him, whit he had 
found to be the caufe of the lamentation. He 
“ anfwered : O king ! a girl was weeping, and 
“ when Ae faw me, Ae vaniAed : Aere was 
“ no other caufe. 

“ When the king heard this anfwtar, He .was 
highly plcafed ; and laid within himfelf: How 
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^ eaii dus laoftfvii^ow Fkmmtt Wte* 
** waidedi 

“ftkwntten: 

** A tarue hero fpeal^ gently, boafts not of 
** hiin^, is liberal, ai^ no refpeder of perfons. 
“ —A great man is benevol«it. 

“ How this whole tranfadion proves the 
♦* greatnefs of PTravara I 

In the morning the Idng afiembled an illuf- 
“ ttious council, and, relating the adventure, 
♦* from the beginning to the end, conferred on 

Viravara^ with great honour, the kingdom of 

Camata. 

** How then is a ftranger to be cenfurcd ? 
** But among ftrangers, it is true, are fome of 
“ the higheft, fome of the loweft, and fome of 
** the mHdIe, clafs. 

**. C&aeraoaca then frid : What fort of a coun* 
** feUck is he, who gratifies the defire of his 
** prince, when he orders what ought not to be 
I** done I It is better that the mind of his mafter 
** fitoold be grieved, than that he ihould periih 
** through improper condud. 

“Hear, Okmg! 

** Let me attain what is acquired by vktue ; 
** and not reiemUe the barber, who, through 
“ the delufion of a golden veire4 flew the beg- 
** gar, and was flain himfelf. 

** How, aiked the kmg, that happen ? 
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***{n tb» otf jfysSymt Md ibt WB&si&er, 
** lived a fiddler, named Chudamam ; wlio^ 

** iitg ktmfelf great pains in finurch of wealth, 
**. p^ particular homage to the god adcnmed 
“ with a crefcent ; and having committed very 
“ few fins, had the felicity of feeing the deity in 
** a dream ; who faid to him : Shave thyfclf this 
** morning, and (land concealed behind the gate, 
“ with a club in thy hand, with which thou 
** lhalt put to death a beggar, who lhali come 
“ into the court, and inftantly the dead body 
“ fliall be changed into a vaflel full of gold ; 
** which infallibly fhall make thee happy, as long 
*• as thou liveft and fpendefi it feeely. The fol- 
** dier did as he was commanded, and gained the 
'* treafure ; but the barber who had come to 
** (have him, and faw what happened, thus lea- 
** foned within himfelf : Oh ! is that the mode 
** of gaining gold 1 what then, cannot 1 tob per> 
** form? From that time, therefore, he flood 
“ early in the morning, from day to day, with 
** a club in his hand, u aking for a beggar : and 
one morning, a pocH: man, who came to lb> 
licit alms, was attacked and fiain by him. The 
** king’s o&ers however, feized him, and he 
flared death for the murder. Thence ifiddt 
^ Let me poiTefs what is gained by virttie, and 
f* fo forth. 

’ “ How, faid the king, can he be proved, by a 
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*<;m£UdlsB<k'of;words^'t6 be^adjr otiimdhait w^hat 
** li« heai^ ? Is^any one a friend, ivi^ouC' good' 
“xeafon? Why then ihbtdd my coafidencO in 
**him eeafe? let him now come, and in hi#- 
** ftation be of ufe to me. If Cbitravtrm be 
at this moment in the mountain o£ Malaya^ 
“ what can be done ? 

“ I have heard, fjud the minifter, from the 
** mouth of a fpy, juft arrived, that Cbitraverna 
“ has difregarded the advice of his counfellor, 
“ the vulture ; the indifcreet prince may, thcre- 
** fore, be fubdued* 

“ 3For ; 

** He who thirfts for wealth ; he who aban- 
dons honefty ; he who rejeds advice ; he 
“ who fpeaks falfely ; a negligent roan ; a cow- 
*‘ard ; a weak roan ; all thefe, if enemies, have 
“ no -reafon to rejoice, 

** As long, therefore, as he refrains from fur- 
** rounding the gates of the fort, fo long may 
** the faras’s,and the other generals, be employed 
in deftroying his forces in the river, the moun- 
** tain, the caftle, and the roads. 

“ Thence it is written : 

** When din hoftile army b fatigued by a long 
** march, is impeded by a river, a moimtain, 
** or a foreft, intimidated by a terriWe fire; tor- 
merited with thirft, deficient in vigibitce,’ 
l^ .wei^ened with hunger, affli^ed with difeafe. 
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** ftoims and Ihowers, obftru^ed by dti^ bjr 
** tnud^and by 'water^ an amy in inch fituations 
sJ‘ may eafdy be overpowered , by. an intelligent 
king. 

“ Again : 

An army, O king! which Is exhaufted by 
** watching, through fear of a nightly * aiiault, 
“ and flumbers through the day, may at once 
« be fubdued, as thc'^ye is overcome by fleep. 

“ Thy troops ’ then, advancing againll thofe 
“ which he has detached, will deftroy them by 
“ day, and by night, as occafion ferves. 

“ This was accordingly done, and Chitranems 
feeing many of his leaders and ofBcers faH 
around him, thus, with extreme grief, ad- 
drelTed his minifter Duradarfan : 

“ O, my father ! why do we ftay longer 
“ here ? What difgrace has befallen me ! 

“ It is written ; 

“ When no progrefe is made in acquirit^ do- 
^ minion, all will prove unfuccefsful- Not to 
“ advance, as certainly deftroys profperity, as 
‘‘ age impairs the mod beautiful form. 

“ Behdes : 

Good a&ions lead to fucceis, as good me- 
“ dicines to a cure ; a healthy man is joyful, and 
** a diligent man attains the end of leain^g. ,So 
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‘■K I jaft gains titt xemni of Ms yhkaet 
**rician,aBid 

** Be Tirtuoust juft, beorrolent, and afieOi&n* 
** ate, to ali creatures <ltat have life ; as wkter 
** naturally delcends, thus wealth, and felicity', 
** naturally come to a good man. 

“ O king ! liud the vulture, a prince, though 
** unwife, reaches die fummit of magnificence 
“ hy attending to one who encreafes his know- 
** ledge, like a tree which .flouriihes by growing 
*• near a river. 

** Farther: • 

“ The tafte of wine ; the love of woman ; 
** exceffive hunting ; gaming ; and bom>wing of 
** mtmey ; liftening to falfe charges ; feverity in 
** inffii^g of puniihments ; thefe are the caufes 
** of a king*s imfery. 

Yet more : 

“ Wealth unjuftly collected is not enjoyed by 
** him who indulges in boundlefs pleafures, but 
** has no refource in his inmoft foul ; true 
«* wealth reftdes with good morals, and with 
“ wdbur. 

** TTiou, porciivhig the good condition of thy 
f army, and exulting in force alone, haft added 
*♦ har&nefs of fpeech to thy ncgleft of my coun- 
** fdS ; this fruit, therefore, of thy bad condud, 
'** is now actually gathered. 
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^ As the poet f«3r8: 

** What ofienc»i againft morals ate comoiltdl 
** bylum who lifteiu Aot to adrice ! 

** What man, who refufes to take me^cines« 
** do not diforders torment i 

** Whom doth nttf good fortune fill with 
“ pride ? 

** Whom does not death at length overtake ? 
** Who is not plagued by wealdb, and goods, 
** brought as a portion by his wife i 

“ Thus, therefore, I reafoned : This prince 
** has no underftanding; how he confumest he 
** di^tes of found inftrudion by the fire of lus 
“ own words ! 

“ For; 

^ )f a man has no knowledge of his own, oi 
** what ufe isa book to him ? Of what fervk^ » 
** a mirror to a blind man ? 

** For this reafon I remuned ipeechleis* The 
king, joining his fore>feet in a fubmiffive pof* 
** ture, faid : Be it ib ; it is all my Built: but 
** now advife, how, with this rriolbrceniem of 
** my army, I ihall return to the Vindbytk moun* 
tains. The vulture thmight within him&lf: 
** We muft have recourie to a ftiatagem; and then 
** Bud, aloud : O king! anger muft ever be sppeaf- 
** ed towards the gods, a preceptor, cattle, king^ 
priefts, women, and cluldren, towards ccgws. 
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•* the old, and the ficki*. jdiea, a finil^ he 
^ a^ded r Be ak diftosarteikedi 6 ku^ l'hecoti- 
“fident. . .'•*! 

• ♦‘Hear: > 

“ The wifdom of ; a counfellor is known on a 
^ breach of peace } of a fhyfieian^ in the three 
** acute diftempers : Who is not wife, that can 
** ihetw wifdom in fuch emergencies ? 

“ Belldes : 

“ When fools begin a trifling aft, they hefi- 
** tate } but when the wife begin an arduous 
** enterprize, they are firm, and without he- 
“fitation. 

I, therefore, will conduft thee quickly hence 
** to the Vindbya mountains, attended with fame 
and flxength, having even deftroyed by thy 
“ force the caftle of the enemy. , 

“ How, faid the king, can that be atchieved 
** with fo inconfiderable an army? Sir,anfwered 
“ the Tulture, it will all happen. 

• “ He, therefore, who defires conqueft, mufl: 

avoid procraftination, and haften to attain 
“ vift-ory. 

“ This- very day let a line be formed around 
“ the fortrefs. 

- While- this was doii^, a baca (or paiSdy- 
“ bird), v^O; had been feat as a fpy, came to 
■“ y\n^ JJirar^avarhha'j whom he thus addrefied: 
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** O Jdng, this Chitraverna is now, by the ad- 
vice his counfellor, the vulture, furrounding 
the gates of thy caftle. The king, turning to 
‘‘ his minifter, faid : O thou, all-knowing, what 
** now muft be done ? 

“ The flamingo faid : 

“ By the tlrength of thy own mind, O king, 
** make a diftindion between good and evil; 
“ diftribute gold and drefles, as marks of thy 
“ favour, to fuch as deferve them : 

** Since it is written*: 

“ Fortune deferts not that lion-prince, who 
exadts twenty Ihells from the peafant, yet be- 
“ flows thoufands of weights of gold with a 
‘‘ liberal hand. 

Again : 

“ On eight occafions, O king ! there cannot 
be too much liberality : 

“ A folemn facrifice, a royal marriage, in.pub- 
“ lie diflrefs, for the deflrudtion of enemies, on 
“ a work which will raife reputation, on the fo- 
“ ciety of friends, fee the comfort of beloved 
wives, and for the relief of indigent relations. 

“ Yet more : 

“ A fool, through fear of beflowing too much, 

“ afluredly lofes all ; What W'ife man difpenfes 
not his whole fortune through fear of a worfe 
“ misfortune? 

. VOL. sfi.* 
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“ How, faid the king, can exceflive prodiga-f 
“ lity be of ufe on the prefent occahon ? » 

“ It is written : 

“To efcape danger, let a man prcferve his 

wealth ; to fecure his wealth, let him preferve 
“ his wife ; and by his wife and his wealth, let 
“ him even preferve himfelf. 

“ How, faid the minifter, can a fortunate man 
“ be expofcd to danger ? Sometimes, anfwered 
“ the king, Fortune forfakes her favourites. 
“ Even accumulated wealth is loft, replied the 
“ minifter; laying, therefore, afide this avaricious 
“ mood, encourage thy warriors with gifts and 
“ honours. 

“ As it is written : 

“ Soldiers contented with their ftations, de- 
“ termined to perifh or conquer when they arc 
“ ennobled, and honoured, infallibly fubdue the 
“ hoftile forces. 

“ Again : 

“ Heroes, with good morals, pleafed with 
“ their fervice, refolved to ad, although there 
“ be only five hundred of them, flay an army of 
“ foes. 

“ Yet more : 

“ A prince who knows not how to make diC- 
“ tindions, who ads with feverity, and fruftrates 
“ogood. adions, is deferted by all honeft menj 
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** h6w much more by others ? Even a wife de- 
“ ferts: a hufb'and, who only gratifieth his own 
“ hunger. 

“ Since it is added ; 

“ Truth, valour, liberality, thefe are the prin- 
“ cipal virtues of kings ; void of thefe, a ruler 
“ of the world is fure to have a blemiihed cha- 
“ rafter. 

“ Good counfcllors are alfo neceflarlly to be 
“ honoured. 

“ Therefore it is written : 

“ The hero, who, when he Is engaged in 

any great undertaking, pardons offences, dif- 
“ perfes treafure, encreafes fortunes, he is to be 
“ trufted, he is to be ferved wnth our hearts, 
“ and* wealth ! 

“ Farther,; 

“ When a low man, a woman, a child, or a 
“ fool, are the advifers of a king; he istoffcd by 

the winds of vice, and drowmed in a fea of 
“ trouble ! 

“ Again : 

“ The prince who conceals his joy, and his 
“ anger, who fpends his revenue with conti- 
“ nual moderation, is never forfaken by his 
“ fervants, and the earth beflows her wealth on 
him ! 

“ Such minifters as refolve to profper, qi 
M 2 
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perifh, with their fovereign, ought never to be 
“ difgraced by him; 

“ Since : 

“ When a king, blind with pride, falls into 
“ an ocean of perils, the wife exertions of an 
“ affedionate minifter take him by the hand, 
and preferve him from drowning. 

“ After this converfation Meghaverna entered 
haftily, and having paid homage, thus ad- 
“ drefled the king ; Grant me, O king ! the 
“ honour of an interview ; the enemy, who 
wage this violent war, are in motion at the 
“ caftle gate ; let me, therefore, by the order of 
** your majefty, fally forth, and fhew my valour, 
** that I may return, in fome degree, the obliga- 
“ tions which you have conferred on me. No, 
“ no, faid the flamingo, if we are to fally forth, 
“ it is needlefs to fortify the caftle. 

“ Therefore it is written : 

“ Though a crocodile be dangerous as poifon, 
“ yet, if he leave the water, he becomes weak ; 
“ if a lion depart from the foreft, he neceflarily 
** becomes like a fhakal. 

“ O king ! go in perfon, and view the attack: 

“ For: 

“ Let a prince lead his army, and engage at 
“ its head ; even a dog lions it in fight of his 
mafter. 
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** Neverthelcfs, all the troops, by the king’s 
coimnand, marched out of the caftle, and a 
“ dreadful confli£t enfued. 

“Oil the next morning Chitraverna faid to 
the vulture : Ha, father ! ■what thou haft pro- 
“ mifed, muft be performed. 

“ Hear, O king ! faid the vulture : 

“ A general, who a<fts unfeafonably, "Riho is 
“ weak, indifcreet, ignorant of princij les, cannot 
“ keep a fecret, or fights without courage, is the 
“ ruin of a fortrefs. 

“ To conquer by alliance ■\^ith the enemy’s 
“ officers ; to continue a blockade obftinately; 
“ to attack at night ; or to take a caftle, and 
“ plunder it, by ftorm j ihefe are the four greateft 
“ a£ts in war. 

“ Then, wbifpering in his ear, he added : Let 
“ us engage, therefore, here as valiantly as we 
“ are able. 

“ Before the fun vras rifen, while a fierce 
“ battle was fought be|bre each of the four caftle- 
“ gates, Meghaverna^ with the crows, his com- 
“ panions, fet fire, in one day, to the whole for- 
“ trefs, and cried out : The fort is taken ! it is 
“ taken ! When the generals, therefore, of Hi- 
“ ranyagarbha, and the other birds of the gar- 
“ rifon, heard the clamour, and faw the caftle 
“ in flame§, they fpeedily entered the pool ; 

“ For; 
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“ A good confultation ; a good preparatidn } 
“ a good engagement ; and a good retreat ; let 
“ a wife officer ' do all this tvhen occafion ofters, 
“ without hefitation. 

“ Thegander, from his natural form and habit, 
“ moved flowly, accompanied by the faras ; and 
“ being furrounded by t' e cock, with the troops 
“ of Vhitraverna^ thus addrcfled his faithful 
“ general : O faras ! thou fhalt not deftroy thy- 
“ felf through my fault j.thou mayeft now de- 
“ part, enter the lake, and there, with the advice 
“ of Servajnya^ rfty minifter, place on the throne 
“ my fon Chudaretna. Give not, O king ! faid 
the faras, this improvident order: thou mayeft 
“ yet be a great monarch, famed as long as 
“ the full and moon fliall endure. I was com- 
“ mander of the caftle, and the crremy may enter 
“ it when the gates of it are ftained with my 
“ blood : 

“ Since it is written : 

“ A mafter, patient, .generous, abounding 
“ with good qualities, is to be feryed for his 
“ virtue. 

True, laid fhe king ; but it is added : 

“ A fervant, pure, honeft, and faithful, is I 
“ know hard to be found. The faras then faid : 

“ Hear, O king ! if, by leaving the field, we lofe 
“‘all fctW of death, we may then profperoufly 
** feek another place ; but if death be inevitable,’ 
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why fliould our name be fullled to no good 
pui:J)ofc ? 

" “ Again : 

“ In this world, broken with the motion of 
“ waves, violently agitated, life fhould be vir- 
“ tuoufly fjjcrificed for the benefit of others. 

“ Thou, O king"! muft in all events be pre- 
“ ferved. 

“ Since : 

'• The king ; the minifter ; the country ; the 
“ fortrefs ; the treafure j the army ; and our 
“ friends ; thefe are, by natiuis, the bodies of a 
“ kingdom, and fliould continue an aflemblagc 
“ of precious things, long fecured: among thefe, 
the chief is the king ; for nature, though 
“ abvmdant, cannot exill when her lord is gone. 
“ Though Dhanwanteri be the phyfician, what 
“ can he do when life is departed ? 

“ Befides : 

“ This mortal race of fubjeds are miferable, 
“ through the mifery of the prince ; and by 
“ his rife they rife, like the lotus, vifited by fun- 
“ beams.* 

“ The cock then came, and attacked the gan- 
“ der with his talons and beak ; but the faras, 
“ in hafte, covered his prince with his wings 
“ and body, till, when all the cocks at once af- 
“ failing him, ftill fccuring the king who had 
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“ fallen, pulKed him into the water, and llew^ 
“ with his fliarp bill, the general of the docks ; 
“ but fell himfelf, overpowered by a multitude 
“ of birds. Chitraverna then entered the 
“ caftle, and feizing all the treafures hoarded 
“ in it, was congratulated as vidtof by the en- 
“ comiafts, and returned to his own camp.” 

“ We admire,” faid the young princes, “ the 
“ virtue of the faras who commanded the 
“ gander’s army, in prefcrving his lord at the 
“ expence of his own life ; 

“ Since : 

Cows bring forth calves, all with bodies 
“ like themfelvcs ; but few of them are bulls, 
“ with horned foreheads, and leaders of the 
“ herd.” 

“ The noble faras,” faid Vijlmufarman, “ by 
‘‘ abandoning his mortal frame, afccnded to the 
“ immortal gods, and was born again the fon of 
“ a goddefs, living happily above, for a time 
proportionate to his merit. 

“ Thence it is written: 

“ They who are valiant in battle, forfaking 
even life for *’he fake of their mailers, and 
“ fervants devoted to their lords, and intel- 
“ ligent in bufinefs, afcend indubitably to 
“ heaven. 

‘ “ Again: 
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When foldler, who has ihewn no timi- 
** ditf, falls in battle, furrounded by foes, he 
reaches the gods, who die no more. 

May you, when you reign, fight not always 
with elephants, with horfemen, and with in- 
“ fantry! but may your enemies, overthrown 
“ by the winds of wife counfels, be driven for 
“ protection to the mountains !” 


IND OF BOOK THE THIRD* 



BOOK THE FOURTH. 


On Peace. 

The princes then addreffed their inftrudor; 
“ Thou haft given an account of war, now 
let us hear foinctliing of peace.” — “ I will 
“ fpeak,” faid Vijlmufarman^ “ of peace; fmee 
it is your plcafure. 

“ Attend ; the principal verfe is this : 

“ A great war continuing, and the armies of 
“ both kings "being exhaufted, peace was quickly 
“ concluded by the vulture and the chacra, who 
“ met for tliat purj)ofe.” 

“ How,” faid the princes, “ did that hap- 
“ pen ?” 

Vifmufdrman proceeded with the fable. 

“ The gander, thus pixferved, faid to his 
“ council : Who fet fire to my caftle ? Was it 
“ a ftranger, or a fubjeft of mine, inhabiting 
“ the fort, and in league with mine enemies ? 

O king, anfwered the chacra, that Megha- 
** %erna^ whom you made your friend without 
“ reafon,i s now with the enemy ; at leaft he is 
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not to be found here; whence I conclude, that 
“ th({ bafe work was his. 

“ The king, after meditating a while, faid : 
“ Even fo ; this was my fault, or my bad fori 
“ tune. 

“ Whence it is faid : 

It is even the fault of deftinr, not of hi# 

<0 * 

** counfellors : and whatever good he has before 

done, is on this account deftroyed. 

“ This, too, is written, fubjoined the coun- 
“ fellor : 

“ When a man has a bad ftar he accufes def- 
“ tiny; but unwifely perceiveth not his own bad 
“ actions. 

^ “ Further : 

“ He who follows not the advice of his be- 
“ loved friends, falls like the foolifh tortoife from 
“ the pole by which he hangs. 

“ How, faid the king, was that ? 

“ In Magadbadejhy or South Behar^ anfwercd 
“ the chacra, Is a pjool, named Phullo’tpala, or 
“ lotus-bloffom ; where two geefe dwelled, to- 
“ gether with a tortoife, their friend. It hap- 
“ pened once, that fome fifhers came thither, and 
faid : Why do we wait fo long on the bank ? In 
“ the morning we will deftroy all the fifti, and 
“ the tortoifes. The tortoife hearing this, faid, 
with>great fear, to the two geefe: My friends, 
“ I have heard the dreadful threats of the two 
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“ fiihermcn ; what, therefore, can be done ? Let 
it firft be afcertained, anfwered they, that we 
are in danger, and then deliberate on the 
“ means of efcaping. No, no, fald the tortoife, 
what appears expedient muft be done imme- 
** diately: 

“ As it is written : 

The two fifli, Anagata-vrd'sairi and Prafy^ 
uipennamati, both profpered, while Yadbha- 
“ nvijhya periflied. 

“ How, faid the geefe, did that happen ? 

“ Once, anfwered the tortoife, three fifher- 
** men, who had come to this very pool, were 
feen by the fifh, one of whom, named Anaga- 
“ tavidhairi, thus thought wnthin himfelf : I 
“ muft not ftay here ; but, difregarding the 
“ maxim, that, what will be, will be, let me fink 
“ to the bottom : he funk accordingly. An- 
“ other fifh, whofe name was Praty uipennamati, 
“ faid : Whither muft I go, fince I have no cer- 
“tain knowledge of futurity? I muft a£t with 
“ refolution: 

“ Since it is written : 

‘ He who is in danger, and finds away ta 
‘‘ efcape, is truly wife. 

“ That, faid Tadbhawijltiya, which is impoC* 
“ fible in nature cannot be done ; that which 
“ is natural may naturally be performed ; fince 
this opinion deftroys the venom of care, 
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** why fhould we not take fo falutary a nje^ 

“ di^ne ? 

•“’When Pratyutpennamati, therefore, was 
“ caught in the net, he fprang with all his 
“ force into the water, and difappeared ; while 
“ TadbbavDiJJ.ya was taken and killed. Thence I 
“ repeated the verfe concerning this filh: Let it, 

“ therefore, be contrived, that I may go to the 
“ bottom of fome other lake. 

“ How, faid the geefe, canft thou, who creep- 
“ eft on the ground, go fafely? Let me go, an- 
“ fwered he, with you thropgh the air. But 
“ how, replied the wild geefe, can that be con- 
“ trived ? If you two, faid the tortoife, hold a 
“ ftaff in your beaks, I will grafp the middle of 
“ it‘ with mine ; and thus you will fly with me 
“ through the air. Let this be the contrivance, 
“ faid the geefe : but he who thinks of a mea- 
“ fure, muft alfo think of the evil which may 
“ enfue : fee how the youngeft of the foolifli 
“ baca’s were devoured by weafels. 

“ How,, faid the fortoife, did that happen ? 

“ In the north, faid one of the wild geefe, near 
“ the mountain, called Gridhracdta, or vulture- 
“ cliff, on the bank of the river called Airdvatiy 
“ ftands a vat,a-tree ; in the hollow of which lived 
“ a black ferpent, who ufed to devour the young 
“ birds, that neftled on the tree. An old ^aca, 
^ hearing the lamentations of the young birds. 
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“ thus addrefled them : Ilave recourfe to this 
“^expedient : take fome fifli, and beginning, with 
“ the hole of the weafel, or ichneumon, fcatter 
“ them one by one in a line, ’till you come to 
“ the black ferpent’s hole ; the ichneumon, eager 
“ for food, will then come, and neceflarily feeing 
“ the fnake, to whom they bear a natural en- 
“ mity,. will deftroy him. This was done, and 
“ the ichneumons tracing the lilh to the cavity 
“ of the tree in which the ferpent dwelled, de- 
“ voured him : foon after, a cry of the young 
“ baca’s was heard, and the ichneumons having 
“ climbed up the tree, deftroyed them all. 

“ Therefore, I faid : He who thinks of any 
“ meafure, muft alfo think of the evil which 
may enfue it. 

“ If thou be taken, therefore, ,by us in the 
manner propofed by thee, thou wilt be feen 
“ by fome of the human race, who will exclaim, 
** how wonderful! and if, on hearing this, thou 
** attempteft to give an anfwer, thou w ilt in- 
“ evitably perifh ; by all means, therefore, re- 
main here. 

“ Am I, then, faid the tortoife, a perfedl: idiot ? 
“ how fo ! I will fay nothing ; have I no regard 
for myfelf ? 

The wild geefe finding him obftinate, raifed 
him on a pole in the air j and the herdfmens 
“ boys, perceiving a tortoife in fo firange a fitu^ 
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tibn, ran halloing and exclaiming : When he 
“ fall| we will drefs him, and feaft on him ! 
“ ,/fnother faid ; We will cany him hence alive! 
“ The tortoife, hearing thefe ill-natured fpeecheK, 
“ was fo provoked, that he forgot his former 
“ refolution, and faid, in a paflion : Eat alhes, 
you young cow-keepers ! No fooner had he 
“ opened his beak, than he fell, and was* killed 
by them. Therefore, I faid: He who follows 
“ not the advice of his faithful friends, falls like 
“ the foolifli tortoife. 

“ Soon after a baca, who had been fent as a 
“ fcout, came and faid : O king ! I had before 
“ given my ad vice, that the caftle fliould be eva- 
“ cuated ; this is the fruit of neglefting it 
“ the fortrefs was burnt by that villain Megha- 
** vernoy who^was employed for that purpofe, 
“ by the enemy’s prime minifter the vulture. 

“ Oh ! interrupted the king, with a deep figh, 
“ he who confides in a foe, who honours or 
“ benefits him, refembles a man who lleeps on 
“ the top of a tree, and when he falls, is re- 
“ proved *by all. 

, “ The baca continued ; When Meghaverna, 
“ O king ! had burnt the fortrefs, he went to 
“ the camp of Chitravernay who was extremely 
“ gracious to him, and faid : Meghaverm fhall 
‘‘ be appointed raja of Carpuradwtpa : 

“ Since it is written : 
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“ When a fervant has ad3;ed well, his good 
“ work ought not to periflj j but he fhould be 
made happy by rewards, by affe£tion, by hind 
“ words, and by kind looks. 

“ Your majefty hears, faid the chacra, what 
“ the Ipy fays. What followed ? faid the king. 
“ Sir, anfwered the baca, the vulture then faid : 
** O king ! that would, on every accoQnt, be 
“ improper ; how can he, on whom dominion 
“ is conferred, be reduced if he fliould be un- 
“ grateful ? exce/Eve favours, to low perfons, 
“ are like water on fand ; — an ignoble perfon, 
“ O king ! ought never to be placed in the 
ftation of the great. 

“ Since it is written : 

“ A mean perfon, raifed to a high degree, 
“ feeks the ruin of his lord : as the moufe, hav- 
“ ing attained the form and force of a tiger, 
went to kill the faint. 

“ How, faid Chhraverna, did that happen? 

“ There is, anfwered Duraderjin, in the fa- 
“ cred grove of the divine philofopher Gautama^ 
“ a faint, named Mahatapas, eminently pious ; 
“ who feeing a young moufe fall near his dwell- 
ing, from the bill of a crow, benevolently took 
“ him up, and fed him with grains of rice. 
“ One day, when the moufe was preparing to 
,eat, a cat appeared, and the kind faint, by the 
•* power of his devotion, changed the moufe. 
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** into a cat. ‘ This new animal was, loon after- 
** weirds, terrified by a dog, and was made orte of 
“ t^e fame fpecies. At length, being in dread of a 
“ tiger, he became a tiger, through the prayers of 
“ the faint; who then perceived the diffi'rence be- 
“ tween a tiger and a rat. All the people faid : 
“ See how the piety of the faint has changed yon 
“ rat into a tiger ! Then the ungratefdl beaft 
“ thought within himfelf: As long as thefaint lives, 
“ this defamatory difcourfe will be held concern- 
“ ing my form : with this thought, he ran to- 
“ wards his benefa£lor and attempted to kill him, 
“ but was changed, by a Ihort prayer of the 
“ heaven-eyed fage, into his natural lhape. 
“ Thence, 1 faid : A mean perfon, raifed to a 
“ high degree, feeks the ruin of his lord 1 
“ Yet more : 

“ This promotion, O king ! Ihould not Cafily 
“ be made : immoderate ambition is ever pre- 
“ judicial. 

“ Hear the poet : 

“ A baca, w'ho was eagerly devouring fi£h, 
“ the largeft, and the leaft, and thofe of a mid- 
“ dling fize, was herfelf caught and killed by 
“ a crab, 

“ How, faid ChitraverHa^ happened that ? 

“ The vulture , anfwered : In the country of 
“ Mala)}!, is a pool called Fedmagoj-bhaj or 
“ Lotus-bearing ; where ah old baca ftood la- 
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“ menting his want of ftrength j and was feen, 
“ from a diftance, by a crab, who* faid ; Why 
“ doll thou ftand forrowing in the pool witKbut 
“ food ? Filh, anfwered he, is my fuftenance ; 
“ the pool is now almoft dry, and the filh will 
“ be killed by the fiflicrmen ; — this refolution I 
“ heard from all the filliers bn one fide of the 
“ town : fo that it is decreed, that for want of 
“ food I mull inevitably perilh ; — this thought, 
“ even now, takes away my appetite. When 
“ the crab heard this, all the filli thus thought : 
“ Is the baca become our benefa£lor on this oc- 
“ cafion ? he then mull be confultcd how we 
“ are to ad. 

“ Since it is written : 

“ Let an union be formed with the foe, who 
*• benefits, not with a friend who injures thee; 
“ a view mull be duly made of benefits and 
“ ir^urics. 

“ They then faid ; O baca ! what means are 
“ there of fafety ? None more certain, anfwered 
“ he, than finking to t;he bottom of another 
“ ftream, whither I will carry you. They faid; 
“ Be it fo. Now the cruel bird, taking 
‘‘ them up, devoured them one by one. The 
“ crab feeing the pool without filh, faid to the 
“ baca : Take me too. And the bird, eager to 
“ <-alle the delicate flelh of the crab, took him 
“ up, with great marks of refped, but flew 
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“ down witji him to the ground, in order to 
“ on him. The crab, feeing the ground 
“ covered with the bones of the fifti, thus 
“ thought : 

“ This bafe baca, no doubt, has devoured them 
“ all. Alae ! I am killed ! O me, unfortunate ! 
“ Be it fo : then let me ad according to cir- 
“ cumftances ; 

“ Since ; 

“ We fliould only, fear, when danger is dif- 
“ tant : when it is prefent, w'e Ihould fight like 
“ heroes ! 

“ Again : 

“ When a hero, fortunate in combat, fees no- 
“ thing left that is dear to him ; then, if he be 
“ wife, he perilhes together wnth his foe. 

“ Yet more : 

“ When, without fighting, death is inevi- 
“ table ; and with fighting, life is doubtful ; that, 
“ fay the wife, is the only moment for battle. 

“ With this refolution, the crab, as focn as 
“ the greedy bird extended his beak, for the 
“ purpofe of deftroying him, turned round, and, 
“ with his ftrong claws, tore the baca’s throat 
“ fojthat he was killed. Thence, I laid : The 
“ baca was deftroyed by feafting on filh too 
“ greedily. 

“ Chi&rayerm replied : Now hear ! n^y coun- 
’ V fellor, liften ! This is my objed ; When 

. N 2 
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“ Megbaverna fliall be viceroy of CarpuradwipOy 
“ whatever precious things the country'pro- 
“ duces, thofe he will fend to us ; and we, in 
“ eager expedation of them, will remain in 
“ the Vindbya mouniain. Jduradurjin rejoined, 
“ with a fmile : O king ! he who delights him- 
“ fclf with the thought of what he does not 
“ polfefs, will be like the brahmen who broke 
“ his pot. 

“ How did that happen ? faid the king. 

“ On the bank of the river jipunarbhavd (or 
“ giving exemption fronj any future birth) to 
“ the north of the city Dev/icofaray lived a 
“ Brahmen, whofe name is Devafarman. Fie, at 
“ the beginning of the month, wdien the fun 
“ enters the ram, received from a pious man, a 
“ little pot full of ^Yh^at bread, which he took 
“ with him to a potter’s houfe, in part of which 
“ he refided. Before he went to reft, he thus 
“ faid within himfelf : If I fell this pot, I fliall 

receive ten. cowries, with which I fhall buy 
“ larger pots, and then larger, till my wealth 
“ will increafe, and I become a feller of areca- 
“ nut and cloth : when I am worth a lac of 
“ rupees, I will marry four wives ; to the young- 
“ eft and Iiandfomeft of whom I fhall attach 
“ myfelf, in preference to the reft. This will 
“ Excite the jcaloufy of her companions, who will 

begin to quarrel with her; but I, inflamed with 
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wrath, fliall ftrike them with a ftick, thus : fo 
“ f^ing, he threw his ftick, and broke his pot, 
“ S)gether with other veffels : the noife of which 
“ alarmed the potter ; who, entering the room, 
“ and feeing the mifchief done, turned the dif- 
“ appointed Brahmen out of his houfe. Thence, 
“ I faid : He who delights, &c. &c. 

“ The king then fpoke thus to the vulture, in 
“ private : O my father ! advife what is now to 
be done. The vulture faid : The minifters of 
“ a king are blanied, when he goes aftray, like 
“ the drivers of a mad elephant ! 

“ Hear, O king ! 

“ Was the enemies caftle deftroyed by my 
“ contrivance, or by thy ftrength ? By thy ftra- 
“ tagera, anfwered the king. My order, faid the 
“ vulture, was executed. 

“ Let us now, therefore, return to our own 
“ country ; left when the rainy feafon fhall be- 
“ gin, he ftiould attack us again with equal 
“ force ; at a time when our retreat will be diffi- 
cult. Now, therefore, for the fake of our 
“ happitiefs and eafe, let us make peace and re- 
tire. That the caftle is deftroyed, and fame 
“ acquired, is an advantage procured by me. 

“ Since : 

“ He who offers his virtuous fervices, and 
** withqut regarding what is pleafing or unpleaf- 
“ ing to his lord, fpeaks difagreeable truths, is a 
“ benefadlor to his prince. 
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Befides : 

“ Let a king feek peace for the love of^ell- 
“ gion ; in war, fuccefs is doubtful ; buf in 
making peace, let no man doubt. So faid 
Vrihafpati. 

“ Again : ,, 

“ What wife man, if he ftand agitated by 
“ doubt in uncertain war, can preferve his friend, 
his forces, his kingdom, his own life, or his 
“ fame ? 

“ Why, faid the king, was not this advice given 
before ? In what refpe£t, faid the minillcr, was 
“ not my opinion completely known to thee ? 
“ This war was not begun by my advice. For 
“ the king Hiranyagarbha is of a peaceful, not 
■ ‘ a warlike difpofition. 

“ Thus the poet fays : 

“ A true-fpeaking man, a virtuous man, 
“ a juft man, a vicious man, he who has 
“ many brothers, and he who has obtained vic- 
“ tory in many wars ; with thefe feven, peace 
“ fliould be made. 

“ I. He who keeps truth Inviolate,' will not 
“ alter his nature after a peace, even if he lofc 
“ his life. 

“ 2. A good man moft afiuredly will not 
“ become bad. 

For a juft man all the world fight. A 
juii i rince prevents calamity by love of his 

furjcQs, and of virtue. 
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“>4. Peace fhould be made even with a bad 

n^, when ruin is impending ; not for the 
“ fake of his proteftion, but from confideration 
“ of the time. 

“ 5. As dull, when intermixed with thorns, 
“ cannot ba trampled on, fo a king, who has 
“ many brethren, cannot be fubdued. 

“ 6. It is not advifeable to light with a hero : 

even a cloud cannot go in oppolition to the 
“ wind. . 

“ 7. Neither the enmity nor the friendftiip 
“ of thofe two princes, whofe wealth, and 
“ whofe forces are equal, can be very great, or 
“ very little. 

“ 8. Like the fon oi Jamadagni, every king, 
“ who in all places, and at all times, obtains 
“ vi£lory in battle, enjoys glory. 

“ 9. He who makes peace with a prince who 
“ has been viftorious in many wars, alTuredly 
“ overcomes his own enemies. This king, there- 
“ fore, who has been often a conqueror, is he, 
“ with whom peace ought to be made. 

“ When the C Sacra had heard this converfa- 
“ tion repeated by the fpy, he faid : Now we 
“ know the whole, go a fecond time, and return 
“ when you have learnt all that has been done. 
“ I go, Sir, faid the baca, and when I have in- 
“ formed myfelf, will fpeedily return. J^iranya- 
“ garbha then faid to his minifter : I am de- 
“ lirous of knowing from thee, with what forts 
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** of princes peace ought to be concluded. The 
“ Chacra fpoke thus ; O king ! I will rfenu- 
*■ rnerate them ; 

“ Hear the poet : 

A boy, an old man, one long lick, an out- 
“ caft, a coward, a caufe of terror, a covetous 
“ man, and one not covetous, an ill-natured 
“ man, and one who abounds infenfual gratifica- 
‘‘ tions, he who has many fchemes and different 
“ counfels, a contemner of the gods and of 
priefts, one who denies providence (or fate), 
“ and one who relies wholly on it, one who 
“ gains a little by beggars, and one who has a mi- 
“ ftrable army, one who is in a foreign country, 
“ one who has many foes, and he who takes not 
*'• the right time for a£lion, and he who is void of 
“ truth and juftice : 

“ With thefe twenty perfons, let not a pru- 
“ dent king make peace, or only with a view 
“ to their deftrudlion ; for thefe, in a fliort time, 
“ are fure to fall under the power of their 
“ enemy ; 

‘‘ Since : 

Men feek not to war with a boy, on ac- 
“ count of his weaknefs ; nor with an old man, 
“ or invalid, through want of power in them to 
tranfad; bufmefs. 

An outcaft is deprived of happinefs ; even 
they of his own family feek to deftroy him 
for their own credit. A coward, through 
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a-'crfion from war, naturally flees away j and 
“ inyljattle, even a hero is mixed in flight with 
“ cowards. The fubje£ts of a mifer will not 
fight, becaufe they lhare not his riches ; and 
“ thofe of him who is not covetous, fight only 
through gifts. An ill-natured man is deferted 
“ in battle by better natures ; and the fenfualift 
“ who abounds in plcafure is overcome by it. 
“ He who has many projects of his own, is a 
“ foe to good counfellors. A contemner of the 
“ gods, and priefts, as well as the oppofer of pro- 
“ vidence, is conftantly tonnented with grief by 
“ the force of his own impiety. Providence is 
ccrtai ly the giver of wealth, and of poverty; 
“ let a man, therefore, meditate firft of all on 
“ providence ; but not fo as to prevent his own 
“ exertions. 

“ A miferable beggar is felf-tormented; and he 
“ who has a bad army, has no power to fight. 
“ A foreign invader is foon overpowered, even 
“ by a weak foe. 

“ As the fliark, monfter of the lake, though 
“ fmall, feizes the king of elephants, he who 
“ trembles among a multitude of foes (like a 
pigeon among eagles), in whatfoever path he 
treads, is alfuredly deftroyed, even by him 
with whom he travels in the road. 

“ who engages unfeafonably is overcome 
by him who fights at a proper time j as the 
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** crow was reduced to weaknefs by the fwl, 
** who attacked hipi by night : never jj:iake 
“ peace with a man void of truth and juffice, 
“ who, let his treaty be ever fo facred, will foon 
be led by his improbity to a viojiation of it. 

“ I will repeat yet more : 

** There are fix qualities ; peace, war, halt- 
ing, moving, afking quarter, and duplicity : 
“ five bodies of counfel ; on the promotion of 
“ a work adually begun, on the diftindion of 
“ men, things, riches, place, and lime ; four 
" remedies ; equanimity, punifhmcnt, alliance, 
“ gifts : three powers, the power of the council, 
“ the power of the array, and the power of the 
“ fovereign : by confidering all which, they who 
“ delire conquefl become great. 

“ Since : 

“ That fortune which cannot be purchafed, 
“ even at the price of life, voluntarily feeks 
“ (though changeable by nature) the palace of 
“ kings, who underhand good morals. 

“ It is therefore faid : 

“ He who always enjoys his wealth equally> 
“ who has, in parts, concealed fpies, and coun- 
“ fels perfedly fecret, who fays nothing unkind 
“ to any living creature, rules the earth for an 
infinity of ages. 

“ But, O king ! if peace fhould be pjopofed 
“ by the great counfcllor, the vulture ; yet, 
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•* fmce it will proceed from the arrogance of 
“ co^queft lately obtained, it is not to be ac- 
cepted. 

“ This muft be done : The faras, named Ma- 
“ habala, who reigns in SinhaJadwipa^ is out 
“ friend ; 1^ his refentment henceforth be raifcd 
" againft J ambudwipa. 

“ Since the poet fays : 

Preferving his fecret unrevealed, and his 
“ forces well united, let a hero march and an- 
“ noy his enemy ; for hot iron may form an 
“ union with hot iron ; fo he, by equal fiercc- 
“ nefs, at a time when his foe is fierce, may 
“ conclude a firm peace. 

“ The king, having faid, Be it fo, fent a baca, 
“ named Vichetti^ to Smhalad-wipa with a letter, 
“ well conceited. At this time returned the fpy, 
“ who had before been fent, and faid to Hiranya- 
“ garbba : Hear, O king ! what was the dif- 
“ courfe in the counfel of thy foes : — The vul- 
“ turc faid : Megbaverna, who remained there 
“ fo long, well knows whether king Hiranya- 
“ garbba have a pacifick difpofition, or not, 
“ The crow, being then afked by king Cbitra^ 

, j0 m 

“ verm, what fort of a prince Hir any agar bba 
“ was, and what was the charadler of his mi- 
“ nifter the Chacra, thus anfwered : O -king ! 
Hirariyagarbha fpeaks the truth as faithfully 
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** as Tuddifitira ; and a minifter equal tOf. the 
** Cbttcra is ho where to be feen. If it Ba fa, 
“ faid the king, how could fuch a phoenix be 
“ deceived by thee ? Sir, faid Mcghaverna, 
“ what {kill is required to beguile thofe infpircd 
“ with confidence ? What manhood is there in 
killing a child, who climbs into the lap, and 
fleeps there ? 

Hear, O king ! at firft fight I was deteded 
by the minifter •, but the king, who has great 
“ benignity, and confident hopes, was deceived 
“ by me. 

“ Thence it is faid : 

“ He who thinks a knave as honcft as him- 
“ felf, is deceived by him, like the Brahmen who 
was ruined. 

“ How, faid the king, did that happen ? 

“ In the grove of Gautama, anfwered Mcgha-, 
“ verna, lived a Brahmen, named Prajiutaya- 
jajnya, or going-to-facrifice ; who, having 
“ bought a goat in another village, and carry- 
“ ing it home on his Ihoulder, was feen by three 
“ rogues, who faid to one another :> If^* by feme 
contrivance, that goat can be taken from him, 
“ it will be great" pleafure to us ; with this view 
they feverally fat down in the road under 
“ three trees, at fome diftance from each other, 
hjr which the Brahmen was to pafs, One o| 
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** tHe fcoundr.els called out, as he was going by: 

OJBrahmen ! why doft thou cany that dog on 
“ thy fhoulder ? 

“ It is not a dog, anfwered the Brahmen ; it 
“ is a goat for a facrifice. Then, at the diftance 
“ of a croft, the fecond knave put the fame 
“ queftion to him j which, when the Brahmen 
“ heard, he threw the goat down on the ground, 
“ and looking at it again and again, placed it a 
“ fecond time on his llioulder, and walking on 
“ with a mind waving like a fwing : 

“ For it is faid : 

“ The minds, even of the virtuous, are agi- 
“ tated by the words of the bafe ; as Chitracarna^ 
“ confiding in the three villains, miferably pe- 
“ rifhed. 

“ How was that ? faid the king. 

“ A lion, called Madbtcata, anfwered Megha- 
“ verna, reigned in part of a certain foreft, hav- 
“ ing three minifters, a crow, a tiger, and a fha- 
“ kill ; thefe three going together through the 
wood,^faw a camel, to whom they faid : Who 
“ art thou ? whence doft thou come ? He gave 
“ them a full account of his condition, and was 
“ conduced by them to the lion ; who bad him 
“ fear nothing, and gave him the title of Chi- 
“ tracania, or wonderful-cars, and kept him in 
his faryice. One day the lion being fick? by 
■“ reafon of the late rains, the fhakal, ajid the 
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reft, had procured no food, and they fajld to 
“ one another : It is refolved, that our Waller 
muft kill the camel, what have we to do with 
that thorn-eater ? How, faid the tiger, can 
this be, fince our lord has given him his word, 
** that he fhall be protected ? When our prince 
is hungry, faid the crow, he will not fcruple 
V to commit a crime : 

“ For : 

“ A woman, tormented with hunger, forfakes 
** her own fon ; and a ferpent, through the 
** fame torment, devours her own eggs : what 
crime will not an hungry animal commit ? 
“ Even men, through hunger, become inhuman ! 
“ With thcfc ideas they all approached the 
lion, who alkcd if they had provided his 
“ food. We have uled extreme • diligence, fir, 
faid the cro'vv, but have found no prey. How 
“ then, faid the lion, fliall my life be fupported ? 
Without food, faid the ci'ow, all of us muft 
perilh ! Is any, then, to be liad? faid the lion. 
The crow whifpered in his car, (^hitracarna, 
“ On hearing which, the lion ftroked his cars, 
“ and then ftruck the ground, faying: How is 
‘‘ that practicable, when I have given my word 
“ to protect him ? 

“ It is written : 

•' No fuch fruit is gathered, fay the wife, from 
giving cattle, land, or food ■, no, not even from 
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** giiviog our own lives, as from giving protec- 
“'tiw to the helplefs. 

Befides; 

“ The facrilice of a horfe, with all the mag- 
“ nificencc that could be wilhed, enfures not fo 
“ great reward as the prefervation of a fuppliant 
“ who feeks protcdfion. 

“ He is not, faid the crow, to be flain by our 
“ fovereign ; but we will contrive, that he lhall 
“ give up his own body to be eat by thee. When 
“ the lion heard this, he remained filent- Then 
“ the crow, at a proper time,*aflembled all the 
“ courtiers, and went with them to the lion, fay- 
“ ing to him : O king! no food is provided, our 
“ fovereign is dying with hunger j let him eat 
“ my flcfli. 

“ Sincei 

“ A minifter, however opulent, cannot live if 
“ he be deferted by his lord. When life is de- 
“ parting, what can a phyfician do, even if he 
“ be Tyhanwantari himfelf? All minifters have 
“ their lord for their root ; and while trees have 
“ roots, 'men gather fruits, by taking care of 
“ them. 

“ My good friend, faid the lion, it were better 
“ for me to relign my life, than to do fuch an a<9:. 

“ The fhakal made the fame offer, and the 
“ lion f^id : By no means. Then the tiger faid ; 
■ “ Let my lord feed on my body. That, faid 
“ the lion, can never be done, The camel then, 
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“ Ibavinggdned confidence, offered in like ijian- 
“ ner to make a prefent of his life ; and Kqi had 
“no.fooner uttered the words, than the ’tiger 
** tore open his belly, and the reft devoured 

** him. 

“ Thence, I fay : The mind even of the 
** virtuous is fhaken, &c. 

“ But to proceed. The Brahmen hearing 
the fame queftion from the third villain, was 
** perfuaded that the goat was really a dog, and 
taking it from his back, threw it down, and 
having waflicd himfclf, returned to his home ; 
“ while the three fcoundrels took the goat to 
their own houfe, and fcafted on it. Therefore, 
“ I faid : He who thinks a knave as honeft as 
“ hirafelf, and fo forth. 

“ O Megbaverna ! faid the king, how couldft 
** thou remain fo long in the midll of ene- 
“ mies ? And how didft thou recommend thy- 
“ felf ? Sir, anfwered the crow, what cannot 
“ he perform, who dcfires eagerly to accom- 
plifh his matter’s buttnefs, or his own neceflary 
“ affairs ? 

“ Since It Is w'ritten : 

“ What burned wood, O king ! doth not the 
“ people bear on their heads ? As the current 
“ of the river, by gradual wattling, cuts arvay 
“ the roots of trees. 

“ it is therefore faid: . 

“ i.et a wife man, who has engaged in an ea- 
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“ teirprize, carry even his enemy on his ' &oul- 
‘Sdex*; like the fnake who devoured the frog. 

“ Vhe king afked, how that happened; and 
“ Meghaverna thus anfwered ; 

“ In the territory of Magadba, in an unculti- 
“ vated garden, lived a fnake called MandavU 
ferpa, who, through extreme old age, could 
“ not, even with great labour, gain his food, 
“ and fell down on the border of a pond; where 
“ a frog faw him from a difiance, and faid: 
“ Why doft thou lament thus for want of food ? 
“ The ferpent, in a defponding mood, faid : My 
“ good friend, why doft thou enquire into the 
“ condition of a malignant animal like me ? 
“ Upon this, the frog, highly pleafcd, faid : f.t 
Icaft, anfwer me. 

“ There was, anfwered he. in Brahimpur^ a 
“ youth, named twenty years old, the 

“ fbn of a Brahmen, named CatindHya : this 
“ young man w'as accompliflied wdth every vir- 
“ tue, but through his evil deftiny was bitten 
“ by my venemous tooth. When Camdilya 
‘‘ faw his fon dead, he fainted through grief, 
and falling on the ground, lay greatly agi- 
“ tated : foon after his kinfmen, inhabitants of 
“ Brahmapur, alTembled, and fat down by him. 
“ As it is written : 

“ He .who adheres in pleafure, ^nd "in 
voi. XI. o 
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“ mifcry,m misfortune, and in the coijfli^ 
“ of enemies, in the king’s gate, and in th;i cp- 
“ mctery, is truly a kinfraan. 

Then a holy man, named Capila, faid : 
Thou art a fopl, Camdilya : doft thou lament 
“ for this ? 

“ Hear : 

“ Firft, the nurfe lays the new bom child in 
“ her lap (there is no {lability) : and then the 
“ mother. What ufe is there in forrow ? 

“ 2. Whither are the lords of the world gone, 
“ with their armies, their valour, and their 
equipage ? The earth itfelf remains to this 
“ day a witnefs of their feparation from it. 

“ 3. The body receives with it the principles 
“ of deftrudion ; wealth is the caufe of dangers ; 
“ they who arrive, muft certainly return ; every 
“ thing is by nature unftablc. 

‘‘ 4. This body lafts but a moment ; it pe- 
“ rifhes; It is fecn no more; as a pot of unbaked 
“ clay is broken Handing in water. 

“ 5. Youth, beauty, life, colledled wealth, 
“ dominion, the fociety of friends, are all un- 
“ certain ; in this the wife are not deceived. 

“ 6. As wood meets wood in the great ocean, 
“ and after the meeting is feparated, fuch is the 
meeting of animated beings. 

“ 7. The body is compofed of five things, 
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“ Aid haftens to death, the diflblution of five 
“ tfiftigs ; fo It obtains (what wonder) its proper 
** receptacle. 

“ 8. All beings, O fon of Bharet, were in- 
** vifible in their primary ftate ; became in their 
“ middle l);ate, vifible ; and by death are made 
“ invifible again; what wonder! 

“ 9. As long as a living creature holds his 
“ kinfmen dear to his foul, fo long the iron 
‘‘ dibbles of afflidlion are ftricken on his bofom. 
“ lo. The company of any being with an- 
other is not permanent ; fmce his own body 
lafts not, what has he to do with other beings 
all different in quality? 

‘Mi. Society itfelf implies, no doubt, the 
exiftence of feparation ; like the fucceffion of 
birth, and death, which cannot be doubted. 

“ 12. In the very inftant of enjoying the fo- 
“ ciety of friends, it is improper to drefs food, 
‘‘ which cannot be adminiftered, with fafety, in 
fuch a diftemper. 

‘‘ 13. Night and day, feizing the lives ofmor- 
tals, pafs on continually, like the current of 
a ftream, and return no more, 

“ 14. The fociety of the good in this world 
‘‘ is like the pleafure of eating delicate food ; it 
is clofely connedted with the pain of 
ration* 

“ 1 5, Thence it is, that the virtuous never feck 
o 2 
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“ a clofe connedlion with the. virtuous ; becatsfe, 
“ when the root of the mind is torn afunder, 
“ there is no remedy. ' 

“ 1 6. Good adlions have been performed by 
“ Sagar, and other kings ; but good as the ac- 
“ tions were, they have been deftroyed. 

“ 17. By meditating and meditating on the 
“ fevere death of an excellent man, like a 
“ leathern bandage, moiftened by the rains, we 
“ fee that all cur cares are of no avail. 

18. From the firft night, in which men of 
“ valour and virtue take their ftation in the 
**• womb, from that very inftant in a continued 
“ feries, from day to day, they approach the 
“ mauhon of death. 

“ In the opinion, therefore, of thofe who un- 
** derftand this world, excefs of grief proceeds 
“ from excefs of ignorance. 

“ Obferve ; 

“ If ignorance be not the caufe, but bare fepa- 
“ ration, in what refpeft can it ceafe. 

“ Refle<£t, therefore, here below, on the firft 
“ principle ; and difmifs all forrow for worldly 
“ affairs : 

“ Since ; 

“ When fons ufelefsly bom, and ufclefsiy fall- 
“ ing, rend our bofoms, and caufe excefs in af- 

S'ftion, the fovereign remedy is not to think 
“ of them. 
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Caundilya received a ray of divine know- 
ledge from the fpeech of Cafila^ whom he 
“ thus addrefled : 

“ Holy man, by thy favour my forrow is di- 
“ minilhcd; but my Impure breaft, being wafhed 
“ in the neftareous ftreams of thy pure counfel, 
“ from the bright beams of the lunar circle of 
“ thy mouth, is flill a little toffed by the waves 
“ of forrow' : impart, therefore, a remedy for its 
“ internal wound. • 

“ Capila faid : 

“ When a father, a fon, of a friend. Is over- 
“ come by death, they who know how to afluage 
“ the pain of their bowels by abftinence, are, 
“ neverthelefs, tormented with grief : but the 
“ removal of the wife from this bafe world, 
“ which never ultimately affords pleafure, ftiould 
‘‘ ftrengthen devotion, and multiply the delights 
“ of holinefs. 

“ Vanndilya, hearing this, rofe up, and faid : 

“ What, then, have I to do wdth the infernal 
“ habitation of my vain houfe ? I go inftantly to 
“ the defert. 

“ Capila rejoined ; 

“ I . He, whofe hands, feet, and mind, are 
“ completely fubdued; who has knowledge, 
“ piety, and reputation, gathers the fruit of a 
pilgrimage: , 

“ 2 . Even in a foreft, where men are inflamed 
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with paffion, crimes prevail; and in a private 
*• manfibn, where the five members are fu 5 - 
“ dued, piety d'wells : the houfe of a man em- 
“ ployed in virtuous abtions, and free from paf- 
fions, is a defert of devotion. 

“ 3. Let even a wretched man pAdife virtue, 
“ wherever he enjoys one of the three or four 
“ religious degrees ; let him be even-minded 
“ with all created beings, and that difpofition 
“ will be the fource of virtue. 

“ Thus, too, it is faid : 

“ I. I hey, whofe food is only to fuftain life, 
“ whofe voice is only to fpeak truth, pafs with 
“ eafe through great difficulties. 

“ 2. Thyfelf art a river; the quay of which 
“ is the virtue of fubduing thy appetites ; the 
“ waters, truth ; the bank, good' morals ; the 
“ waves, general benevolence. Here waffi thy 
“ lips, O fon of Pandu! for the interior foul is 
“ not purified by water ! 

“ Hear, alfo, what is added : 

“ Great is the joy of him who Ifaves this 
“ bafe world ; abounding in the pains of birth, 

“ death, old age, and difeafe ! Grief exifts ; not 
“ true joy : let this be confidered. The cure 
“ of an afflided mind, is truly named joy. 

“ It is fo, faid Caundilya^ it is fo. 

“ Then, continued the ferpent, I svls curfed 
“ by that forrowful Brahmen, in thefe words : 
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“ ^fom this day thou flialt be the bearer of 

frogs ! 

“ After wlilch, Cafila faid again: Hear: 

“ Ccnncdlion with the world fliould be 
“ avoided by every foul : but if it cannot be 
“ avoided, <ct it be formed with the virtuous ; 
“ for fuch a conneclion will remedy the evil. 

“ Again : 

“ When divine knowledge, unattended with 
“ the qualities of a£tjon, dwells in the mind ; 
“ then is the Great One attained, and the foul 
“ is abforbed in him. 

“ Again : 

“ Remembering continually, that God, who 
“ wears a diadem, ear-rings, bracelets, and a gar- 
“ land of blue lotus flowers, and afluaging thy 
“ pain, as with cool water from the river’s bed, 
“ in the heats of fummer ; approach the Great 
“ One, and enjoy the delight of thy foul. 

“ Piety, devotion, content, and the other vir- 
“ tues, muft be nouriflied like children. 

“ On hearing this, Caundilya was relieved 
“ from the fire of grief, by the nedar of fage 
“ counfel ; and, as the holy ordinance direds, 
“ took up the ftaff of a Vairagia : whilft I, 
“ through a Brahmen’s execration, remain here 
*• as the bearer of frogs. 

“ The frog, who heard this narration,- -^eht 
‘‘ and repeated the whole to the prince of his 
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diminutive race ; who went and mounted' the 
“ ferpcnt’s back ; and he, having received, won- 
“ derfully moved his concealed feet. Another 
day, when the prince of frogs perceived that 
‘‘ his bearer could hardly move, he faid : Why 
“ doft thou run fo ill to-day ? O kirg ! faid the 
“ fnake, I am weak through want of food. By 
“ my order, faid the monarch, go and feed on 
“ my fubjedls. After this, the ferpent feafted 
“ every day, without fear, on delicate frogs ; 
“ and at length, feeing none of the race remain- 
“ ing in the pool, devoured the king himfelf. 
“ Thence, I fay : Let a wife man carry even a 
“ frog on his Ihoulder, &c. &c. 

“ Apply now, faid Megha'-cerna, the moral of 
“ this ancient ftory. 

“ King Hiranyagarbha muil be.appeafed; let 
“ peace be concluded ; this is my opinion. What 
“ a judgment is yours, flrid the king ; is not that 
gander conquered by us ? If then he live un- 
“ der my command, let him live; if not, war 
“ mull reduce him. 

“ After this confukatlon, a parrot arrived from 
“ yamhudwipa, with intelligence, that the fariis, 
who reigned over Stnhaladwipn^ was advancing 
“ to the iile of lariihu, and claiming the fo- 
vereignty of it. Chltrai'erna exclaimed, with 
"'agitation: What! What! The parrot ^repeated 
“ the news juft before mentioned j and the vul- ‘ 
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t&re fald, within himfelf: O excellent minifter! 

excellent ! Let him march, faid the king, in 
“ a rage, I will march too, and pltick him up by 
“the roots : 

“ Oh ! faid the minifter, fmiling, let not an. 
“ idle noif« be made, like that of a wintry 
“ cloud : a great prince takes care not to make 
“ known the force or weaknefs of a ftranger. 

“ Befides : 

“ Let not a prince aflemble together a num- 
“ ber of dellroycrs : even a proud ferpent has 
“ been deftroyed by a multitude of little infeifts. 
“ O king ! why Ihould thou go without having 
“ concluded a peace ? If I march, the Chacra 
“ will aflliil my rear. 

“ Yet farther : 

“ He who knows not the firft principle, and 
“ firft raufe ; who is, befides, in fubje£tion to 
‘‘ wrath ; is tormented like a fool : as the Brah- 
“ men w as who killed the ichneumon. 

“ How, faid the peacock, happened that ? 

“ There is, anfwered Duradurjin, in the city 
“ of Ujjayani^ a Brahmen named Madava, who 
“ had a wife, who having ftationed him to 
“ watch their only daughter, an infant, w’ent to 
“ bathe herfelf, in adoration of ShaJJjti ( Lucina )\ 
“ foon after the raja fent for the Brahmen, to 
“ perfornj. the ceremonies of the JPdA^aha 
“ Sbraddhd (or rites) to all his anceftors ; and 
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** he, fpying another Brahmen, thus thought, 
“ on account of his poverty, within his mine! : 
“ If I go not fpcedlly, fome other, having heard 
“ of this, will procure the Shraddba. 

“ As it is faid : 

“ If we take not foon, give not fo'On, perform 
** not foon. time gives the benefit of it to another. 

What muft be done ? Y et there is no other 
“ perfon at home to take care of the child. 
“ What then can I do ? Why fliould I not de- 
part, having committed the care of my child 
“ to the ichneiimbn, whom I have fo long che- 
riihed, and who is not diftinguiUicd from my 
“ own offspring ? Having done fo, he departed. 
“ Soon after wdiich, the ichneumon feeing a black 
“ ferpent near the child, killed him, and cut him 
“ in pieces ; and then feeing the' Brahmen re- 
“ turning, went haftily, his mouth and paws 
“ being fmeared with blood, and fell at the feet 
“ of his mafter ; who, feeing him in that condi- 
•• tion, and faying to himfelf : He has devoured 
“ my child ! ftamped on him, and killed him. 
“ Afterwards, going into his houfe, he faw his 
“ child afleep, and the dead fnake lying by him; 
“ at looking, therefore, at the ichneumon, his 
benefadtor, he w'as exceedingly afflidled. 
‘‘ Thence, I fay : He who knows not the caufe 
^^d principle of adtions, &c. 

“ Again : 
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.Lull, wrath, covetoufnefs, extreme joy^ 
extreme grief, and ebriety; he v\ ho fo: fakes 
“ thefe fix, becomes happy by that defertion. 

“ The king faid : This, O my minifter ! is 
indubitable. Yes, yes, fiid he. 

“ For* 


“ Recol!e<3:ion of the ufes of others, judgment, 
“ certain knowledge, firmnefs, fecrecy, are the 
“ principal qualities of a counfellor. 

“ Yet more : * 

“ Let not a man perform an a£b haftily ; 
“ want of ciroumfpedlion is* a great caufe of 
“ danger : wealth pays homage, even volunta- 
“ rily, to a man who afts wdth caution. 

“ Therefore, if my advice be now followed, 
“ peace muft be concluded. 

“ Since : 

“ If there be even four remedies for an evil, 
“ mentioned by the wife, in concluding peace ; 
the only fruit of them all, that deferves to 
be reckoned, is : Peace through profperityj 
“ grounded on cordial affeiSrion. 

“ How, faid the king, can this be Ipeedily 
attained ? 

“ Sir, anfw^ered he, it will be foon completed. 

“ For : 

“ Like an earthen pot, a bad man is eafily^ 
“ broken,* and cannot eafily be reftored to his 
“ former fituation ; but a virtuous man, like 
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“ a vafe of gold, is broken with difficulty, and 
“ eafily repaired. * 

“ Yet more : 

“ A fool enjoys pleafure ; but he who diftin- 
“ guifhcs, with judgment, enjoys more delight. 
“ Even Brahma cannot control a lAan who has 
“ not even a particle of divine knowledge. 

“ Now, that SerDojnya^ the king’s minifter, 
** is fo called by excellence ; as I knew before 
“ from the difeourfe of Mu'ghaverna ; and from 
“ having feen what he has done : 

Since : 

“ Thofewho are endued with good qualities, 
“ and are out of fight, are always judged by their 
adions : the a£ts of the virtuous are, therefore, 
“ demonflrated by their fruits. 

“ The king here faid : This dialogue is of 
noufe; let that which thou judgeft bell, be 
“ done. 

“ The great minifter, the vulture, having 
‘‘ given this counfel, went to the centre of Hi- 
“ ran'/agbarhhii '6 caftlr ; and a meflTengcr carried 
the news of his .arrival to the king, faying : 
“ O, fir ! the great minifter of Chitraverna is 
“ come hither, for the purpofe of making peace. 

“ The gander, hearing this intelligence, faid : 
“ O, my counfellor ! is another ill-defigning per- 
*Ton come hither ? , ‘ 

There is no caufe for fear anfwered -S’e’/- 
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* Vi^nya, fmiling, fince it is DuraJurJrn, who 
“ is wor^y of the greateft confidence; and 
“ although this is often the bufmefs of the ill- 
“ intentioned, yet no apprehenfion fhould now 
be raifed. Since : In a pool, which rcfledfs 
“ the image of many liars, a wife gander was in 
“ a moment deceived. Being defirous of feaft- 
“ ing on the cumuda plant, in the night feafon ; 
“ afterwards, in the day-time, he took a white 
“ flower for a liar, and attempted not to bite 
“ it. Thus, men who have fallen into difap- 
“ pointments, expefl it even fiprn reality. 

“ 1 herefore, O king ! as far as you are able, 
“ let a prefent'-of jewels, and their accompani- 
“ ments, he prepared in iionour to liini. This 
“ being determined, the vulture being intro- 
“ duced by the (. 'Imcra with great refpect, through 
“ the door of the palace, was prefented to the 
“ king, and placed on a magnificent feat. 

“ The Cbacravaca then fpoke : O great mi- 
“ nifter ! enjoy this realm according to thy de- 
“ fire ; it is at thy fervice. Even fo, laid the 
“ king. Be it fo, faid the vulture ; but now an 
“ abundance of words will be ufelefs. 

“ Since : 

“ Let a man purchafe a mil'er with money j 
‘‘ a haughty man with joined hand, and rever- 
“ ence ; a fool wnth promifes ; a wife man 
i’' truth. * 
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** Befides : 

“ With afFedlion win a friend, and a kinf- 
** man ; thy wife, and fervants, with gifts and 

honours ; with great adfions, the powerful ! 

“ Therefore, at prefent, let Cbitraverna make 
“ peace, and be difmifled. Declare, faid the 
** Chacray on what terms peace is to be con- 
“ eluded. 

“ The gander afked : How many forts of 
“ peace are there ? I will enumerate them, faid 
“ the vulture : 

“ Hear: 

I . When a prince is engaged in war with 
“ a ftronger prince, there is no other remedy. 

*• 2. When he is in danger, let him feek 
“ peace, and referve his exertions for another 
“ occafion. 

“ Capahy Updharay SantanHy b^angata, Upa- 

nyafa, Praticara, SanyogUy Purjl^antaray Adrif- 

ta-punya, Adijhtd, Attnavijhe, Upagraha, Pe- 
“ ricraydy Vch'lanna, Parabhujl.)ana, and Scanda- 
“ panya ; thefe fixteen kinds of peace arc cele- 
“ brated. Thus have they, who are learned in 
“ peace-making, named fixteen forts of peace. 

“ Capdluy is limply a ceffation of hoftilities. 

“ Upabaroy is called that which is concluded 
“ by prefents. 

Santana, is known by having firft given up 
** one of the family. 
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’•hSangata^ is named that peace which is 
“ founded on friendfliip between good men. It 
“ is likewife called Cdncahna^ or golden. 

“ TJpanyafa, profperity through wealth being 

given ; and thence peace concluded by thofe 
“ empowered to make it. 

“ Praticara^ through benefits conferred and 
“ received. 

“ Sanyoga, where the advantages are equal. 

“ Purjhdntara, when two monarchs meet 
“ face to face in battle ; the wealth of one pro- 
“ cures peace. 

“ Adrijia-pmyfl, when after peace, thus 
“ bought, the foe joins in a treaty. 

“ Adijhtd, where laud is given on one 
“ part. 

“ Atmavijlx, that concluded with a king’s 
“ own forces. 

“ Upagraha, for the prefervation of life. 

“ Pericraya, by a part or the whole of the 
“ treafure. 

“ TJch' lanna, by giving the moft excellent 
“ lands. * 

“ ParabhuJI^ana, by giving up the fruit arifing 
“ from the whole territory. 

“ Scandapanya, where only a part of the pro- 
“ duce of the land is given up. 

*■ Hear now, faid the Chacra : \ 

• “ Whether this perfon be of my tribe, or of 
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•* another, is a confideration of the nart^ow- 
** minded j but that of the great-minded* is jo 
** hold all the world related to them. 

Again : 

He is truly wife, who confiders another’s 
** wife as his mot^^, another’s gold as mere 
** clay, and all other features as himfelf. 

** You, faid the king, are both eminently 
wife ; advife me, therefore, what is to be done. 
“ What fays the poet ? faid Duradurfi}t. 

** Who would adt unjuftly for the fake of a 
** body, which, either to-day, cr to-morrow, 
** may be deftroyed by anxiety, or difeafe ? 

The life of animals is tremulous, as the 
refledlion of the moon in water ; let him 
“ then, who, knowing it to be uncertain, per- 
“ form adtions which will hereafter be beneficial 
“ to him. 

“ Having feen this world, which pcridies in 
“ an inftant, refembling the vapour in a defert, 
“ let him feck the fociety of the virtuous ; both 
for the fake of his religious duty, and of his 
own happinefs. By my advice, therefore, let 
“ us pradtife thefe rules. 

‘‘ Since : 

“ If truth be placed in a balance with a thou- 
“ fand facrificcs of horfes, truth will outweigh a 
•*‘iHoufand facrifices. 

Let both princes, having ilrft fv^rfl in the ' 
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** nasne of tnith, conclude that fort of peace 
** which is named Sangata, Be it fo, faid Ser~ 

Viijrija. 

“ The minifter Duradurjin'mz^ then honour- 

ed witli gifts of jewels, veils, and rich orna- 
“ ments ; atjd, accompanied by the Charavaca, 
“ went in great joy to his king ; who, being 
“ perfuaded by his difeourfe, and having firft 
“ Ihewn great refpedl, and offered many prefents 
“ to Hiranyagarldia, confented to the peace, and , 
“ fent his reprefentative, and friend, to the caftle 
“ of the gander. 

“ T>iiradurjhi then fpoke thus : The fruits of 
“ profperous conclufion arc now attained, and 
“ the king Chitraverna will return to his own 
“ realm of the mountain of Vindhya. 

“ Each party then retired to his proper ftation, 

“ and each obtained the object which his heart 
“ chiefly defii’cd. 

“ Now,” faid JlJJ.'mfarman, “ on what elfe 
“ fliall I difeourfe ?” 

“ W(! comprehend,” anfwered the princes, 
“ this perfcdl fyflem of royal duties, through thy 
“ favour, and are made happy, O venerable fage ! 
“ by thy knowledge.” 

“ Let us now, then,” repli'ed the philofopher, 
“ attend to our religious duties ; and this only 
“ lhall be added : 

. “ Let all kings make peace when they have 

VOL. XI. p 
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“ gained a vi6tory; and may their joy be per- 
^‘petual! May the virtuous live without mis- 
“ fortune ! and may the celebrity of thofe who 
** have performed good adlions, continue for ever 
** encreafmg ! May Virtue difplay her beauties, 
“ like a beloved miftrefs, on your bofoms ! 

May Ihe kifs your lips, and live with you long 
“ attended by the fame of univerfal benevolence ! 

And may the burden-bearing earth, attended 
“ with frelh feafons, remain for your grati- 
“ fication !” 
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THE ENCHANTED FRUIT; 


OR, 

THE HINDU WIFE. 


* 0 LOVELY age^, by Brahmens fam^d 

* Pure Seiy Tug f in Sanscrit nam’d ! 

* Delightful ! Not for cups of goldy 

* Or wives a thousand centuries old ; 

‘ Or men, degenerate now and small, 

* llien one and twenty cubits tall : 

‘ Not that plump cows full udders bore, 

‘ And bowls wdth holy curd\ ran o’er 5 
‘ Not that, by Deities defended 

* Fishy Bcary Snake , Lion heav’n-descended, 

* Learn’d PenditSy now grown sticks and clods, 

‘ Reddc fast the Nagry of the Gods || 

* A parody on the Ode in T (tsso* * * § s Ammtay beginning, 0 bella eta 
ielC oro ! 

f The Golden j4ge of the Hindus, 

J Called dog brat, the food of Crishna in his infancy and 
youth. 

§ The four first Avatdrsy or Incarnations of the Divine Spiriy* ^ 

^ I) The Sanscrit^ or Sengseriti is written in letters so nametU 
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^ And laymen, faithful to Narayn* 

* Believ’d in Brahmffs mystick strainf ; 

* Not that all Subjects spoke plain truth, 

* While Rajas cherish’d eld and youth, 

< No— yet delightful times ! because 

* Nature then reign’d, and Nature^s Lanvs ; 

* When females of the softest kind 
^ Were unaffected, unconfin’d ; 

* And this grand rule from none was hidden ; 

* What bleaseth, hath no law forbidden.’ 

Thus, with a lyre in India strung, 

Aminta^ poet would have sung ; 

And thus too, ir a modest way, 

All virtuous males will sing or say : 

But swarthy nymplis of Hindustan 
Look deeper than short-sighted man, 

And thus, in some poetick chime. 

Would speak with reason, as with rhyme : 

* O lovelier age, by Brahmens fam’d, 

* Gay Dwapar Tug § in Sanscrit nam’d ! 

‘ Delightful ! though impure with trass 

* In many a green ill-scented mass ; 

‘ Though husbands, but sev^n cubits high, 

* Must in a thousand summer's die ; 

* Though, in the lives of dwindled men, 

‘ Ten parts were Sin ; Religion, ten ; 

* Narayn or Ndrayan, the spirit of God. 

f The Taydsy or Sacred Writings of Brahma^ called Kigy Sdm^ 
and Tejar : doubts have been raised concerning the authority of the 
fiurthy or At^her*ueny ayd. 

X Se place, ci lice.” Tasso. 

^ The Brazen Jgcy or that in which Vice and Virtue were in equal 
proportion. 
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^ Though cows would rarely fill the pail, 

‘ But made th* expected creambowl fail ^ 

* Though lazy Pendits ill could read 
^ (No care of ours) their JTcJar Fads 

* Though Rajas look’d a little proud, 

* And Rames rather spoke too loud ; 

‘ ThougluGods, display’d to mortal view 
‘ In mortal forms, were only /wo s 

* (Yet Crishna*, sweetest youth, was one, 

* Crishnay whose cheeks outblaz’d the sun) 

‘ Delightful, ne’ertheless ! because 

* Not bound by vile unnatural laws, 

^ Which curse this age from Caley f nam’d, 

* By some base woman-hater fram’d. 

‘ Prepost *rous ! that one biped vain 

‘ Should drag ten house-wives in his train, 

* And stuff them in a gaudy cage, 

* Slaves to weak lust or potent rage I 

* Not such the Dwdper Ti/g! oh then 

^ One buxom dame might wed five men.’ 

• 

True History, in solemn terms. 

This Philosophick lore confirms ; 

For India once, as now cold Tibet f, 

A groupe unusual might exhibit, 

Of sev’ral husbands, free from strife, 

Link’d fairly to a single wife ! 

Thus botanists, with eyes acute 
To see prolifick dust minute, 

Taught by their learned northern Brahmen f 
To class by pistil and by siammi 

• The Apolh of India, 

t The Barthen Age, or that of CaJy or Impurity : this verse allude* 
to Ca/ey, the Hecate of the Indians. 

X See the*accounts published in the Thkiosopbical TramacttQnTlxQSik 
the papers of Mr. Bogle, 

§ Idnnesm, 
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Prockice from nature’s rich dominion 
FlowVs Poiyandrian Monogymaft^ 

Where embryon blossoms, fruits, and leaves 
Twenty prepare, and one receives. 

But, lest my word should nought avail. 
Ye Fair, to no unhf)ly tale 
Attend. Five tbousaml years f ago, 

As annals in Benares show; 

When Pjttdu chiefs with Gurus h:mglit 
And each the throne imperial sought. 

Five brothers of the regal line 
Blaz’d high with qualities divine. 

The first a prince without his peer. 

Just, pious, libVal Tudhishte}r(yy 
Hicn Krjuuy to the base a rod. 

An Hero favour’d by a Cod || ; 

Bheimay like mountain-leopard strong, 
Unrival’d in th’ embattled throng, 

Bold X.-iad, fir’d by noble shame 
To emulate fraternal fame ; 


' The story is told by the yijuh Bouchf.t, in his Letter to Iil l j , 
Bishop of j4vra?!c/'rj. 

t Around number is chosen; but thi.* Ca/y Tuyr^ a litllc brforc 
V Iiich Crishua disappeared from this world, bejjan four tkousand, 
eight hundred^ and eighty four years ago, that is, according to our 
Chronologists, seven hundred and forty-scvai before the Pood ; and by 
the calculation of Bail/y, but four hundred and fftyfour after the 
foundation of the Indian empire. 

J This war, which Crhhna fomented in favour of the Pandu Prince^ 
Yudhishtir^ supplied Vyus with the subject of his noble Epick Poem, 
Mahdhhdrat, 

§ This word is commonly pronounced with a strong accent on 
tlje hst letter, but the preceding vowel is short in Sengserit. The 
prince is called on the Coast Dhn'nie or Ciiicd Magistrate. 

ji The Geitdf containing histrurlhns to JSrjun, w'as composed by 
Crishna^ who peculiarly distinguished him. 
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And Sckkoy Hush’d with manly grac% 
iiright virtue dawhing in his facfe : 

To these a dame devoid of care, 

Blythe Draupacly^ the debonair, 

Renown’d for beauty, and for wit. 

In wedlock’s pleasing chain was knit*# 

It fortun’d, at an idle hour, 

I'his five-mrd’d single-femal’d flowV 
One balmy morn of fruitful May 
Through vales and meadows took its way* 
A low thatch'd mansion met their eye 
In trees umbrageous bosom’d high ; 

Near it (no siglit, young maids, for you) 

A temple rose to MahaiLw f. 

A tlaorny hedge and reedy gate 
Eucios’d the garden’s homely state j 
Plain in its neatness: thitlier wend 
'i'lie princes and ilicir lovely friend. 
Idglit-pinion’d galCsS, to charm the sense, 
Tiieir odorffTous breath dispense ; 

From Bcla^X pearl’d, or pointed, bloom, 
And.Miilty rich, they steal perfume: 
Ti’icre honcy-scented Singarhar^ 

And Juky^ like a rising star, 


TvJbKiJfir and Draipady^ called Drobada by M. Smneraty are 
de ified on the Coast ; and their feast, of which that writer exhibits an 
enj^raving^, is named the Procession of Fire, because she passed cTery 
yuir from one of her fue husbands to another, after a solemn purifica- 
tiou by tliat element. In the Bbdsbd language, her name is written. 
DRori'Y. 

t The h/i/Vw JU PITER, 

f The varieties of Btla, and tlic three flowers next mcntionttl, arc 
beaLJtiful sjJecies of Jasmin, ^ 
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Strong Chempa^ darted by Camdewt 
And Mulsery of paler hue, 

Cayora*^ which the Ranies wear 
In tangles of their silken hair, 

Round f Vs, and Gulachetn 

Dyed like the shell of Beauty*s Oueen, 

Sweet Mindy f pressM for crimson stains. 

And sacred Tulsy pride of plains. 

With Sewty, small unblushing rose. 

Their odours mix, their tints disclose. 

And, as a gemm’d tiara, bright. 

Paint the fresh branches with delight* 

One tree above all others tower'd 
With shrubs and saplings close imbower'd. 

For every blooming child of Spring 
Paid homage to the verdant King ; 

Aloft a solitary fruit. 

Full sixty cubits from the root, 

Kiss'd by the breeze, luxuriant hung. 

Soft chrysolite with emValds strung. 

* Try we, said Erjun indiscreet, 

* If yon proud fruit be sharp or sweet ; 

‘ My shaft its parent stalk shall wound : 

* Receive it, ere it reach the ground.' 

Swift as his word, an arrow flew : 

The dropping prize besprent with dew 
The brothers, in contention gay. 

Catch, and on gather'd herbage lay. 

^ The Indian Spikenard. 

t The Mimosa^ or true Acacia^ that produces the Arabian Gum. 
J C ailed Alhhinnd by the Arabs* 

§ Of the kind called Ocymum^ 
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That instant scarlet lightnings flashy 
And Jemnah waves her borders lash, 
Crtsbtia from Swerga^a * height descends, 
Observant of his mortal friends : 

Not such, as in his earliest years. 

Among his wanton cowherd peers. 

In GovuIH>t Brmdahetis f glades, 

He sported Avith the dairy-maids $ 

Or, having pip’d and danc’d enough. 

Clos’d the brisk night with bltndmaft s^hiff | ; 
(List, antiquaries, and record 
This pastime of the Gopiaa Lord§) 

But radiant with ethereal fire : 

Nared alone could bards inspire 
In lofty Bloks [j his mien to trace. 

And unimaginable grace. 

With human voice, in human form. 

He mildly spake, and hush’d the storm : 

* O mortals, ever prone to ill ! 

* Too rashly Erjun prov’d his skill. 

* Yon fruft a pious owns, 

^ Assistant of our heav’uly thrones. 

‘ The golden pulp, each month renew’d, 

‘ Supplies him with ambrosial food. 

‘ Should he the daring archer curse, 

* Not Menira f f deep, nor magick verse, 


The heaven of IrJra^ or the Empyreum. 
t In the district of Madhura^ not far from Agra^ 

J This is told in the Bhaganvat. 

§ GopyNat'h, a title of CnshnUf corresponding with Njmphm* 
^etejp an epithet of N.ptune, 
li Tetrasticks without rhyme. 

An inspired Writer : twentj arc so called, 
ft Incantation. 
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^ Your gorgeous palates could save 

* From flames, your embers, from the wave*/ 

The princes, whom th’ immod’rate blaze 
Forbids their sightless eyes to raise. 

With doubled hands his aid implore, 

And vow submission to his lore. 

^ One remedy, and simply one, 

‘ Or take, said he, or be undone : 

^ IjCt each his crimes or faults confess, 

^ The greatest name, omit the less ; 

* Your actions, words, e’en thoughts reveal; 

^ No part must Draupady conceal : 

* So shall the fruit, as each applies 

‘ The faithful charm, L‘n cubits rise ; 

^ Till, if the dame be frank and true, 

* It join the branch, where late it grew.’ 

He smil’d, and shed a transient gleam *, 

Then \aukh’d, like a morning dream. 

Now, long entranc’d, each waking brother 
Star’d with amazement on another, 

Their consort’s cheek forg^ its glow, 

And pearly tears began to flow ; 

When Tudishidi'^ liigh-glfted man, 

His plain confession thus began. 

* Inconstant fortune’s wreathed smiles, 

* Duryodhens nige, Duryodheih wiles, 

Fires rais’d for this devoted head, 

^ E’en poison for my brethren spread. 

This will receive illustration from a passage in the Ramayen : 

* Even he, who casnnot b«; flain by the ponderous arms of htdra, nor 

* by those of Caly^ nor by the terrible Cbecra (or Discus )y of Vishnu^ 
' shall fe destroyed, if a Brabmen execrate him, as if he were can* 
^ sumed by frtf 
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* My wand’rlngs through wild scenes of wo ^ 

* And persecuted life, you know. 

^ Rude wassailers defil’d my halls, 

* And riot shook my palace-walls, 

' My treasures wasted. This and more 
^ With resignation calm I bore ; 

^ But, when the late-descending god 
^ Gave all I wish’d wnth soothing nod, 

* When, by his counsel and his aid, 

^ Our banners danc’d, our clarions bray’d 
‘ (Be this my greatest crime confess’d), 

* Revenge sate ruler in my breast : 

* I panted for the tug of arms. 

For skirmish hot, for fierce alarms ; 

^ Tiieri liad my shaft Duryodhen rent, 

^ This heart had glow ’d with sweet content*^ 

He ceas’d : the living gold upsprung, 

And from the bank ten cubits liung. 

Embolden’d l^y this fair success. 

Next Erjifi hasten’d to confeis : 

^ AViien I vcith Aswailhhma fought ; 

* My noose the fell asrassin caught ; 

* My transfix’d him to the ground: 

^ Ills giant limbs firm cordage bound ; 

‘ His holy tliread extorted awe 
^ Spar’d !)y religion and bylaw; 

^ JhiT, wlien his miird’rous hands I view’d 
^ In biameless kindred gore imbued, 

^ Fury my boiling bosom sway’d, 

‘ And llage unsheath’d my willing blade: 

* 'Fiien, had not Crishna s arm divine 
‘ With gentle touch suspended mine, 

^ dliis hand a Brahmen had destroy’d, 

^ /iiid vultures with his blood been cloy’d.^ ^ 
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The fruit, forgiving Erjun^s dart. 

Ten cubits rose with eager start. 

FlushM with some tints of honest shame, 

Bhchna to his confession came : 

* ^Twas at a feast for battles won 

* From Dhrites'^shtra^s guileful son, 

^ High on the board in vases pil'd 

^ All vegetable nature smil’d : 

* Proud Anar as * his beauties told, 

* His verdant crown and studs of gold. 

To Dallim f, whose soft rubies laugh’d 

^ Bursting with juice, that gods have qualEf* d; 

‘ Ripe Kellas J here in heaps were seen, 

* Kellas^ the golden and the green, 

* With Ambas § priz’d on distant coasts, 

^ Whose birth the fertile Ganga boasts : 

* (Some gleam like silver, some outshine 

* Wrought ingots from Bcsoara^s mine): 

* Corindas there, too sharp alone, 

* With honey mix’d, impurpled shone ; 

* Talsam |[ his liquid crystal spread 

‘ Pluck’d from high Tara\ tufted head ; 

* Round Jamas delicate as fair, 

* Like rose-water perfum’d the air ; 

‘ Bright salvers high-rais’d Conilas ff held 

* Like topazes, which Amnt Jif s well’d ; 

* While some delicious Attas §5 bore, 

* And Catels 11|| warm, a sugar’d store ; 

* Others with Belays ^zins were heap’d, 

* And mild Papayas honey-steep’d ; 

^ Ananas. t Pomegranate. J Plantains. 

§ Mangos. I! Palmyra-fruit Rose- apples, 

ft Oiangcs. tt The Hindu Nectar* §§ Custard-apples, 

lili Jaik-frui^ 
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Or sweet j^e/rs * the red and pale, 

*^weet to the taste and in the gale. 

* Here mark’d we purest basons fraught 

* With sacred cream and fam’d Joghrat \ 

*■ Nor saw we not rich bowls contain 

* The Chawla*s f light nutritious grain, 

* Some virgin-like in native pride, 

* And some with strong Haldea f dyed, 

* Some tasteful to dull palates made 

* If Mertch § lend his fervent aid, 

‘ Or Langa j| shap’d like od’rous nails, 

* Whose scent o’er groves of spice prevails, 

‘ Or Adda*^*i breathing gentle heat, 

‘ Or Joutery ff both warm and sweet, 

^ Supiary next (in Pdna cheVd, 

* And Caiha |||| with strong pow’rs endued, 

* Mix’d with Elachfs glowing seeds, 

' Whicli some remoter climate breeds), 

' Near Jeifel fff sate, like Jeifel fram’d 
‘ Though not for equal fragrance nam’d t 

* Last, Ndryal\XXy whom all ranks esteem, 

* Pour’d in full cups his dulcet stream ; 

* Long I survey’d the iloubthil board 

* With each high delicacy stor’d j 

* Then freely gratified my soul, 

^ From many a dish, and many a bowl, 

* Till health was lavish’d, as my time ; 

* Intemperance was my fatal crime.’ 

Uprose the fruit; and now mid-way 
Suspended shone like blazing day. 

' Guayavas. t Rice. % Turmcriefc* 

5 Indian Pepper. j( Cloves. Ginger, 

ff Mace. tt Arcca-nut. §§ Betel-leaf, 

nil What we eall Japan-earth. Cardamums. f-^f Kntmcg. 
Coconut. 
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Nacai then spoke : (a blush overspread 
His cheeks, and conscious droop’d his head) : 

‘ Before Duryodhen^ ruthless king, 

* Taught his fierce darts in air to sing, 

* With bright-arm’d ranks, by Crishna sent, 

* ELue from Indraprest * I went 

* Through Jiastern realms; and vanquic^lf d ail 

* PVon:i rough AlmCra to NipdL 

* AVlicre evVy mansion, new or old, 

* Flam’d with Barbarick gems and gold. 

* Here shone with pride the regal stores 

* On iv’ry roofs, and cedrine I’oors ; 

* Tlicre diadems of price unknown 

* Blaz’d with each all-attracting stone; 

* Firm diamond.s,Jike fix’d honour true, 

* Some piulc., and some of yellow hue, 

* Some blaclt, yet not the less esteem'd ; 

* 'fJic rest like traiupiil Jem tin gleam’d, 

* Wiven in her bed the Gh/-.’ ■ lave 
‘ Betray’d by the pellucid wave, 

^ Like raging lire the ruby glow’tl, 

* Or soft, but radiant, water show’d ; 

‘ Pure amethysts, in richest ore 

‘ Oft found, a purple vesture wore ; 

* Sapphirs, like yon ctlierial plain ; 

* Em’ralds, like Peipel\ fresh with raiii ; 

‘ Gay topazes, translucent gold ; 

^ Pale chrysolites of softer mould ; 

^ I'am'd beryls, like the surge marine, 

* Light-azure mix’d with modest green ; 

‘ Refracted cvVy varying dye, 

* Bright as yon bow, that girds tlie sky. 

* Here opals, which all hues unite, 

‘ Display’d their !iip&ny-tinciur’tl light, 

?AiV 

♦ Ijimhit* t A sacred tree like aii Asf>in, 
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* With turcoises divinely blue 

* (Though doubts arise, where first they grew, 

» * Whether chaste elephantine bone 

* By min’rals ting’d, or native stone), 

* And pearls imblcmish’d, such as deck 

* Bhavany'^ wrist or L€cshmy\ f neck. 

‘ Each castle ras'd, each city storm’d, 

‘ Vast loiufs of pillag'd wealth I form'd, 

‘Not for my coffers ; though they bore, 

‘ As you decreed, my lot and more. 

‘ 'Too pleas’d the brilliant heap 1 stor’d. 

‘ 'Too charming seem’d the guarded hoarc: : 

‘ An odious vice this heart assail’d ; 

‘ liase A 'S rice for a time prevail’d. 

Th’ enchanted orb tcfj cubits flew, 

*S;raIl as the shaft, wliicli iWjun drew. 

witii youthful ardour bold, 

Th'Ts, penitent, his failings told : 

‘ From clout-t, by folly rais'd, these ej'es 
‘ Experience clear’d, ^nid luavlc nu' whe ^ 

‘ Fur, when the crash v>f battle roar'd, 

‘ When death ruin’d blood from spc*ar and swouh 
‘ Wdien, in the tempest of alarm:;, 

‘ llor^'c roll’d on horse, a.rms cladiM v itli ariiis, 

‘ Sucli acts I saw by otliers done, 

‘ Such ^tcrils brav’d, siicli trophies wo,n, 

* 'idiat, while my pr.tiiot g! ’iv. 

‘ I'hough sonic faint skid, some sircngdi I snow’d, 
‘ And, no flull gazer on the field, 

* d'his hero slew, that forc’d to \ k\d. 


' Tiie Indian V e x v 5 ?- 


VOL. XE 


f The Indlitu CEJir.c 
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‘ Yet, meek humility, to thee, 

^ When Erjun fought, low sank my knee : c 

* But, ere the din of war began, 

* When black’ning cheeks just mark’d the man, 
‘ Myself invincible I deem’d, 

* And great, without a rival, seem’d, 

* Whenever I sought the sportful plain, 

‘ No youth of all the martial train 

* With arm so strong or eye so true 

‘ Tlie Checras ^ pointed circle threw ; 

* None, when the polish’d cane we bent, 

‘ So far the ligbt-wing’d arrow sent ; 

‘ None from the broad elastick reed, 

* Like me, gave Agnyastra\ speed, 

* Or spread its flames with nicer art 

* In many an unextinguish’d dart ; 

‘ Or, when in imitated light 

* We sported till departing light, 

‘ None saw me to the ring advance 
‘ With falchion keen or quivVing lance, 

^ Whose force my rooted seat could shake, 

‘ Or on my steed impression make : 

‘No charioteer, no racer fleet 

* O’ertook my wheels or rapid feet, 

‘ Next, when the woody heights we sought, 

* With madd’ning elephants 1 fought : 

* In vain their high-priz’d tusks they gnash’d ; 

* Their trunked heads my Geda% mash’d. , 

‘No buffalo, with phrensy strong, 

‘ Could bear my clatt’ring thunder long : 


A radiated metalline ring, used as a missile weapon, 
f Fire-arms, or rockets, early known in India, 

% A mace, or club. 
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* No pard or tiger, from the wood 

* Reluctant brought, this arm withstood. 

* Pride in my heart his mansion fix’d, 

* And with pure drops black poison mix’d. 

S ift rose the fruit, exalted now 
Ten cubits from his natal bough. 

Fair Draupady^ with soft delay, 

The.i spake : ‘ Heav’n’s mandate I obey ; 

‘ Tho.igh nought, essential to be known, 

* Has heav’n to learn, or I to own. 

* When scarce a damsel, scarce a child, 

* In early bloom your handmaid smil’d, 

* Love of fhe JPorld her fancy mov’d, 

* Vain pageantry lier heart approv’d ; 

* Her fi'rm, she thought, and lovely mien, 

* All must admire, when all had seen : 

* A thirst of pleasure aiid of praise 

* (With shame 1 speak) engross’d my days ; 

‘ Nor were tny night-thoughts, I confess, 

* Free from solicitude for dress; 

‘ How best to bind my flowing hair 

* With art, yet with an artless air 

* (IMy hair, like musk in scent and hue ; 

* Oh ! bivicker far and sweeter too) ; 

* In what nice braid or glossy curl 
‘To fix a diamond or a pearl, 

‘ And where to smooth the love-spread toils 
‘ With nard or jasmin’s fragrant oils; 

‘ How adjust the golden 
‘ And most adorn my forehead sleek; 

^ Properly 7V/V^/, an ornament of gold, placed above theno^e. 

CL2 
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* What Condals * should emblaze my ears, 

* Like Sei^as waves f or Seltas tearsf ; 

* How elegantly to dispose 

* Bright circlets for my well-form*d nose ; 

* With strings of rubies how to deck, 

* Or emVald rows, my stately neck, 

‘ While some that ebon tow’r embrac’d, 

* Some pendent sought my slender waist ; 

* How next my purfled veil to chuse 
‘ From silken stores of varied hues ; 

^ Which would attract the roving view, 

* Pink, violet, purple, orange, blue ; 

* The loveliest mantle to select, 

* Or unembellish’d or bedeck’d ; 

* And how my twisted scarf to place 
^ With most inimitable grace; 

* (Too thin its warp, too fine its woof, 

* For eyes of males not beauty-proof) ; 

* What skirts the mantle best would suit, 

* Ornate with stars or tissued fruit, 

‘ The flow’r-embroider’d or the plain 

* With silver or with golden vein ; 

* The C/jury§ bright, which gayly shows 

* Fair objects, aptly to compose ; 

* How each smooth arm and each soft wrist 
' By ricliest Cosea |1 might be kiss’d ; 

‘ While some, my taper ankles round, 

* With sunny radiance ting’d the ground. 

Pendents. 

f Se IT a' Cu n d, or the Pooi the wife of Ram, is the name 

given to the wonderful spring with boiling water of ex- 

quisite clearness and purity. 

I Her tears, ‘^dien she was made captive by the giant Ranoan. 

§ A small mirror worn in a ring. || Bracelets. 
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' P waste of many a precious hour ! 

* O how vast thy powV!’ 

Cubits twice four th’ ambrosial flew. 

Still from its branch disjoin’d by tnvo. 

Each hysband now, with wild surprise. 
His compeers and his consort eyes ; 

When Tiidishteir : * Thy female breast 

* Some faults, perfidious, hath suppress’d. 

‘ Oh ! give the close-lock’d secret room, 

* Unfold its bud, expand its bloom ; 

‘ Lest, sinking with our crumbled halls, 

* We see red flames devour their walls.* 
Abash’d, yet with a decent pride. 

Firm Drai/pady the fact denied ; 

Till, through an arched alley green, 

The limit of that sacred scene,' 

Sli^? saw the dreaded Miwy go 
With steps majestically slow ; 

Then said : ^a stifled sigh she stoic. 

And sbow’d the conflict of her soul 
By broken speech and fiutt’ring heart) 

‘ One trifle moj c I must impart : 

‘ A }h'>dnmn learn’d, of pure intent 

* And look demure, one morn you sent, 

* With me, from Sanscrit old, to read 
^ Each higli Purjn each holy Void. 

‘ His thread, which Brchma^^ lineage show’d, 
^ O’er Ins left shoulder graceful flow’d ; 

‘ Of Crishtm and his nymphs he redde, 

* How Avith nine maids the dance he led ; 
How tliey ador’d, and he repaid 

* Their homage in the sylvan shade. 

A Mytholosicvil and Historical Poem. 
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* While this gay tale my spirits cheered, 

* So keen the Pendif% eyes appear'd, 

* So sweet his voice— -a blaiueless fire 
‘ This bosom could not but inspire* 

‘ Bright as a God he seem'd to stand : 

* The rev Vend volume left his hand, 

* W'ith mine he press'd' — ^With deep despair 
Brothers on brothers wildly siare : 

From Erjun flew a wrathful glance ; 

Tow’rd them they saw their dread advance ; 
Then, trembling, breathless, pale with fear, 

‘ Hear, said the matron, calmly hear ! 

' By 7///jy's leaf the truth I speak — 

* The Brahmen only kiss'd my cheek/ 


Strait its full height the wonder rose. 
Glad with its native branch to close. 

Now to the walk approach'd the Sage 
Exulting in his verdant age : 

His hands, that touch'd his front, express'd 
Due revVence to each princely guest. 
Whom to his rural board he led 
In simple delicacy spread. 

With curds their palates to regale. 

And cream»cups from the Gopid*s pail. 


Could you, ye Fair, like this black wife. 
Restore us to primeval life. 

And bid that apple, pluck'd for Eve 
By him, who might all wives deceive. 
Hang fi'om its parent bough once more 
Divine and perfect, as before, 



THE HINDU WIFE. 


Would you confess your little faults ? 

(Great ones were never in your thoughts); 
Would you the secret wish unfold, 
t)r in your heart’s full casket hold ? 

W ould you disclose your inmost mind, 

And speak plain truth, to bless mankind ? 

• 

^ What ! said the Guardian of our realm. 
With waving crest and iiery helm, 

‘ What ! are the fair, whose heav’nly smiles 

* Rain glory through my cherish’d isles, 

* Arc they less virtuous or less true 

* Than Indian dames of sooty hue ? 

‘ No, by these arms. The cold mrmise 
^ And doubt injurious vainly rise. 

‘ Y et dares a bard, who better knows, 

‘ This point distrustfully propose ; 

‘ Vain fabler now ! though oft before 
< Ilis harp has cheer’d my sounding shore.’ 

With brow austere the martial maid 
Spoke, and majestick trod the glade : 

To that fell cave her course she held. 

Where Scandfdj bane of mortals, dwell’d. 
Outstretch’d on filth the pest she found, 
Black fetid venom streaming round ; 

A glcK)my light just serv’d to show 
The darkness of the den below. 

Britannia with resistless might 

Soon dragg’d him from his darling night : 

The snakes, that o’er his body curl’d, 

And flung his poison through the world, 
Confounded with the flash of day, 

Hisif d^horribly a hellish lay. 





THE ENCHANTED FRVTTl OR, 


His eyes with flames and blood suffbi^d» 
Long to th* ethereal beam unusM, 

Fierce in their gory sockets roll’d ; 

And desperation made him bold ; 

Pleas’d with the thought of human woes. 
On scaly dragon feet he rose. 

Thus, when Asurs with impious rage. 
Durst horrid war with Deltas wage. 

And darted many a b’lrning mass 
E’en on the brow of gemm’J Callus, 

High o’er the rest, on serpents rear’d, 
The grisly king of Delis appear’d. 

The nymph beheld the fiend advance, 
And couch’d her far-extending lance : 
Dire drops he threw ; th’ infernal tide 
Her helm and silver hauberk dyed : 

Pier moonlike shield before her hung ; 
The monster struck, the monster stung : 
Her spear with many a griding wound 
Fast nail’d him to the groaning ground. 
The wretch, from juster vengeance free. 
Immortal born byheav’n’s decree. 

With chains of adamant secur’d, 

I3cep in cold gloom she left immur’d. 

Now reign at will, victorious Fair, 

In British, or in Indian, air ! 

Still with each envying flow’r adorn 
Your tresses radiant as the morn ; 

Still let each Asiatick dye 
Rich tints for your gay robes supply ; 
Still through the dance’s labyrinth float. 
And swell the sweetly lengthen’d note; 
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Still, on proud steeds or glitt’ring cars. 

Rise on the course like beamy stars ; 

And, when charmM circles round you close 
Of rhyming bards and smiling beaux, 
Whilst all with eager looks contend 
Their wit or worth to recommend, 

Still let four mild, yet piercing, eyes 
Impartially adjudge 'the prize. 




A HYMN 

TO 


A M D EO. 



THE ARGUMElVr. 


1 HE Hindu God, to whom the followinf: poenr. Jt: ndJj 

evidently the same with the OrecUin Eros and the Rot, — _ - , 

bttt the Indion description of his person and nirn;., iiis family, at- 
tendants, and attributes, has new and peculiar beaq^ies. 

According to the mythology Hindus he was the son of M a y a ^ 
or the general attracting power, and married to Re tty or Jfffction ; 
and his bosom frieiui is Bessent or Spr!>7^: he is represented as a 
beautiful youth, sometimes conversing with liis mother and consort 
in the midst of his gardens and temple.-. ; sometimes riding by moon- 
light on a parrot or lory, and attended by dancing girls or nymphsj 
the foremost of whom bears his colours, which are a on a red 
ground. His favourite place of resort is a large tract of country round 
Agra, and principally the plains of where Krisuen also and 

the nine Go pi a, who are clearly the Apollo and Mtiscs of the Greehy 
usually spend the night with musick and dance. His bow of sugar- 
cane or flowei'Sj with a string of bees, and his arrows, each pointed 
with an Indian blossom of a heating quality, are allegories equally 
new and beautiful. He has at least twenty-tliree nrimes, oiost of 
which are introduced in the hymn : that of Cam or Cama signifies 
desire^ a sense which it also bears in ancicrit and modern Persian ; 
and it is possible, that the words and Cv//V, which have the 

same signification, may have the same origin ; since we know, 
that the old Hetruscans^ from whom great part of the Roman lan- 
guage and religion was derived, and whose system had a near affinity 
with that of the Perftans and Indians, mtd to write their lines al- 
ternately forwards and backwaids, as furrows are made by the 
plough ; and, though the two last letters of Cupido may be only 
the grammatical termination, as in lilddo and capedo, yet the primary 
root of ettpio is contained in the Ihrtt* firrt letters. The seventh 
stanza alludes to the bnld attempt of this deity to wound the great 
God Mahadeo, for which he was inmi shed by a flame consuming 
his corporeal nature and reducing him to a mental essence; and 
hence his cliif f dominion is over the 7nmds of mortals, or such 
deities as he is permitted to subdue. 



THE HYMN. 


WiIAT potent God from jigras, orient bowl's 

Floats thro* the lucid air, whilst living flow Vs 

With sunny twine the vocal arbours wreathe, 

And gales enaniourM heav’nly fragrance breathe ? 

Jlail, powV unknown ! for at thy beck 

Vales -and groves their bosoms deck, 

And ev’ry laughing blossom dresses 

"VvVth gens of dew his inusky tresses. 

I feel, I feel thy genial flame divine, 

And hallow tiiec and kiss thy shrine. 

* - 

“ Know‘5t tliou ^ot n;e Celestial sounds I hear ! 
Knowst thou not me r’^ Ah, spare a mortal ear ! 
Leliold” — My sw'iiriiTiing eyes entranc’d 1 raise, 
But oh ! they shrink before tli’ excessive blaze. 
Yes, son of yes, 1 know' 

Tliy bloomy shafts and can) bow, 

Cheeks with youthful glory beaming. 

Locks in braids ethereal streaming. 

Thy scaly standard, thy rnyslerions arnis. 

And all thy pains and nil tiiy cl rarn.s. 

God of each lovely sight, each lovely sound, 
Soul-kindling, world-inflaming, star-ycrown’d, 
Eternal C/itmt ! Or doth Stmra bright, 

Or proud Amnga give thee more delight ? 
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Whatever thy seat, whatever thy name, 

Seas> earth, and air, thy reign proclaim ; 

Wreathy smiles and roseate pleasures 
Are thy richest, sweetest treasures. 

AU animals to thee thcnr tribute bring. 

And hail thee universal king. 

Thy consort mild, AffeEiion ever true, 

Graces thy side, her vest of glowing hue, 

And in her train twelve blooming girls advance. 
Touch golden strings and knit the mirthful dance. 
Thy dreaded implements they bear. 

And wave them in the scented air. 

Each with pearls her neck adorning. 

Brighter than the tears of morning. 

Thy crimson ensign, which before them flies. 

Decks with new stars the sapphire skies. 

God of the flow’ry shafts and fiowVy bow, 

Delight of all above and all below ! 

Thy lov*d companion, constant from his birth. 

In heav’n clep’d BessenU and gay Spring on earth. 
Weaves thy green robe and flaunting bow’rs, 

And from thy clouds draws balmy show Vs, 

He with fresh arrows fills thy quiver, 

(Sweet the gift and sweet the giver !) 

And bids the many-plumed warbling’ throng 
Burst the pent blossoms with their song. 

He bends the luscious cane, and twists the string 
With bees, how sweet ! but ah, how keen their sling 
He with five flow Vets tips tjiy ruthless darts. 

Which thro’ five senses pierce enraptur’d hearts : 
Strong Chumpay rich in odVous gold. 

Warm Amery nurs’d in heav’nly mould. 
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Dry Nagheser in silver smiling, 

H-&t Kiticum our sense beguiling, 

And last, to kindle fierce the scorching flame, 
Loveshafty which Gods bright Bela name. 

Can men resist thy powV, when Krishen yields, 
Krisherty who^still In Matrds holy fields 
Tunes harps immortal, apd to strains divine 
Dances by moonlight with the Gopia nine ? 

But, when thy daring arm untamM 
At Mahadeo a loveshaft aim^, 

Heav’n shook, and, smit with stony wonder. 
Told his deep dread in bursts of thunder. 
Whilst on thy beauteous limbs an azure fire 
Blaz’d forth, which never must expire. 

O thou for ages born, yet ever young, 

For ages may thy Bramin\ lay be sung ! 

And, when thy lory spreads his em’rald wings, 
To waft thee high above the towVs of kings. 
Whilst o’erithy throne the moon’s pale light 
Pours her soft radiance thro’ the night. 

And to each floating cloud discovers 
The haunts of blest or joyless lovers. 

Thy mildest influence to thy bard impart, 

To warm, but not consume, his heart. 




TWO HYMNS 

TO 

PRACRITJ 


VOL. XL 



THE ARGUMENT. 


In all our conversations with learned Hindus we 
find them enthusiastick admirers of Poetry, which 
they consider as a divine art, that had been prac- 
tised for numberless ages in heaven, before it was 
revealed on earth by Va'lmi'c, whose great Heroick 
Poem is fortunately preserved : the Br/ihmans of 
course prefer that poetry, which they believe to 
have been actuaUy inspired-, while the Faidyas, who 
are in general perfect grammarians and good poets, 
but are not suffered to read any of the sacred writ- 
ings exceptthe Ayurv6da, or Body of Medical Tracts, 
speak with rapture of their innumerable popular 
poems, Epick, Lyrick, and Dramatick, which were 
composed by men not literally inspired, but called, 
metaphorically, the sons ofSEKEswATi, or Minerva; 
among whom the Pandits of all sects, nations, and 
degrees are unanimous in giving the prize of glory 
to Ca'li'da'sa, who flourished in the court of Vi- 
crama'ditva, fifty-seven years before Christ. He 
wrote several Dramas, one of which, entitled Sa- 
contaea', is in my possession ; and thf subject of 
it appears to be as interesting as the composition is 
beautiful : besides these he published the Migka^ 
d&ta, or cloud-messenger, and the Nalodaya, or rise 
of Nala, both elegant love-tales ; the Raghuvansa, 
an Heroick Poem ; and the Cum&ra Sambhava, or 
birth of Cuma'ra, which supplied me with materials 
for the first of the following Odes. I have not in-* 



lieifecl yet read it ; since it could not be oorfectly 
copied for me during the short interval, in which it 
IS in my power to amuse myself with literature » 
but I liave heard the story tofd both in Sanscrit and 
Persian, by many Pandits, who had no communi-4 
cation with each other; and their outline of it 
coincided so perfectly, that I am convinced of its 
correctness : that outline is here filled up, and ex- 
hibited in a ]jv\ck form, partlj^ in the Indian^ partly 
in the Grecian, taste; and great will be my plea- 
vsure, when I can again find time for such amuse- 
ments, in reading the whole poem ofCALfoASA, 
and in comparing my descriptions with the original 
composition. To anticipate the story in^a preface 
would be to destroy the interest, that may be taken 
in the poem ; a disadvantage attending all prefa- 
tory arguments, of which those prefixed to the 
several books of Tasso, and to the Dramas of Me- 
TASTAsio> arrf obvious instances ; but, that any in- 
terest may be taken in the two hymns addressed 
to Pracriti, under different names, it is necessary 
to render them intelligible by a previous explana- 
tion of the mythological allusions, which could not 
but occur in them. 

Iswara, crr Isa, and I'sa'm or Isf, are unques- 
tionably the Osiris and Isis of Egypt ; for, though 
neither a resemblance of names, nor a similarity of 
character, would separately prove the identity ofl, 
Indian and Egyptian Deities, yet, when they both 
concur, with the addition of numberless corrobo- 
rating drgumstances, they form a proof Ii4le slxort 
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of demonstration. The female divinity^ in the my-, 
tholdgical systems of the East, represents the a^ive 
pewar of the maki and that I'si' means active nature, 
appears evidently from the word s'&cta^ which is de- 
rived from s'acti, or power, and applied to those 
Hindus, who direct their adoration principally to 
that goddess : this feminine character of Pracriti, 
or created nature, is so familiar in most languages, 
and even in our own, that the gravest English 
writers, on the most serious subjects of religion and 
philosophy, speak of her operations, as if she were 
actually an animated being ; but such personifica- 
tions are easily misconceived by the multitude, and 
have a strong tendency to polytheism. The prin- 
cipal operations of nature are, not the absolute an- 
nihilation and new creation of what we call material 
substances, but the temporary extinction and repro- 
duction, or, rather in one word, the transmutation, 
of forms ; whence the epithet Polymorphos is aptly 
given to nature by European philosophers : hence 
IswARA, Siva, Hara (for those are his names and 
near a thousand more), united with I'si', represent 
the secondary causes, whatever they may be, of na- 
tural phenomena, and principally those of tempo- 
rary destruction and regeneration-, but the Indian 
Isis appears in a variety of characters, especially 
in those of Pa'rvati',Cau', Ddrga', and BhaVani', 
..which bear a strong resemblance to the Juno of 
Homer, to Hecate, to the armed Pallas, and to 
the Lucretian Venus. 

The jgiame Pa'rvati' took its rise from a wild 
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poetical jfiction. Hima'laya, or the Mansion 
is the title given by the Hindus to that vast 
chain of mountains, /which limits India to the north, 
and embraces it with its eastern and western arms, 
both extending to the ocean ; the formei* of^ 
those armsiis called Chandrasic'hara, or the Moon’s 
Rock ; and the second, which reaches as far west as 
the mouths of the Indus, was named by the ancients 
Montes Parveti. These hills are held sacred by the 
Indians, who suppose them to be the terrestrial 
haunt of the God I'swara. The mountain H'lnUi- 
laya, being personified, is represented as a power- 
ful monarch, whose w'ife w'as M^^na': their daughter 
is named Pa'rvati', or Mountain-born, and Durga', 
or of difficult access; but the Hindus believe her to 
have been married to Siva in a pre-existent state, 
when* she bore the name of Sati'. The daughter 
of Hima'laya had two sons ; G.ine's'a, or the Lord 
of Spirits, adored as the wisest of Deities, and always 
invoked at the beginning of every literary work, 
and Cuma'ra, Scanda, or Ca'rtice'ya, commander 
of the celestial armies. 

The pleasing fiction of Ca'ma, the Indian Cupid, 
and his friend Vasanta, or the Spring, has been the 
subject of another poemj and here it must be re- 
membered, that the God of Love is named also 
Smara, Candarpa, and Au anoa. One of his ar- 
rows is called Mellkd, the Nyctanthes of our Botan-' 
ists, who veiy unadvisedly rgect the vern^ular 
names of most Asiatick plants ; it is beautifiilly in- 
troduced by Ca'uda'sa into this lively cou|)Iet j 



MdHcamucute hhatigtmjanmattamaihworatah^ 

Prayane panchmanasya sandhamapurayanniva. 

' The intoxicated bee shines and murmurs in the 
< ‘ fresh-blown Mdlkh, like him who gives breath to 
‘ a white conch in the procession of the God with 

* five arrows.’ 

A critick, to whom Ca'li'da'sa repeated this 
verse, observed, that the comparison was not exact ; 
since the bee sits on the blossom itself, and does 
not murmur at the end of the tube, like him who 
blows a conch : ‘ I was aware of that, said the 

* poet, and, therefore, described the bee as iniori- 

* cated: a drunken musician wouhl blow tiie shell 
' at the wrong end There was more than w it in 
this answer : it w'as a just rebuke to a dull critick ; 
for poetry delights in general images, and is- so far 
from being a perfect imitation, that a scrupulous 
exactness of descriptions and similfs, by leaving 
nothing for the imagination to supply, never fails 
to diminish or destroy the pleasure of every 
reader, who has an imagination to be gratified. 

It may here be observed, that Nymphcea, not 
liOtos, is the genei’ick name in Europe of the flower 
consecrated to Isis: the Persians know by* the name 
of NUufer that species of it, which the Botanists 
ridiculously call Nelumbot and which is remarkable 
for its curious pericarpium, where each of the seeds 
contains in miniature the leaves of a perfect vege- 
table. The lotos of Homer was probably the sugar- 
cane, and that of Linn^us is a papilionaceous 
plant; but he gives the same name to another 
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Kpecies of the Nymphxa ; and the word is so con* 
stantly applied among us in h\d\a to the NUiyfer, 
that any other would be hardly intelligible : the 
blue lotos grows in Cashniir and in Persia, but not 
in Bengal, where we ^e only the red and the white j 
and hence tjccasion is taken to feign, that the lotos 
oi Hindustanwasdyedicnmsoxi by the blood of Siva. 

Cuve'ra, mentioned in the fourteenth stanza, 
is the God of Wealth, supposed to reside in a mag- 
nificent city, called Alacd-, and Vrihaspati, or 
the Genius of the planet Jupiter, is the preceptor 
of the gods in Swerga or the firmament : he is 
usually represented as their orator, when any mes- 
.sage is carried from them to one of the three supe- 
rior Deities. 

The lamentations of Reti', the wife of Cama, fill 
a whole book in the Sanscrit poem, as I am in* 
formed by my teacher, a learned Vaidya ; who is re- 
strained only from reading the book, which con* 
tains a description of the nuptials ; for the cere- 
monies of a marriage where Brahma' himself offi- 
ciated as the fatlier of the bridegroom, are too holy 
to be known by any but BrUimans. 

The achievements of Durqa' in her martial cha- 
racter as the patroness of Virtue, and her battle 
with a demon in the shape of a buffalo, are the 
subject of many episodes in the Puriinas and Cd- 
vyus, or sacred and popular poems ; but a full ac-» 
count of them would have destroyed the unity of 
the Ode^ and they are barely alluded to in the last 
stanza. 
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It seaned proper to change the measare, when 
the goddess was to be addressed as Bh'Iva'ki, or 
the pmer of fecundity ; but such a change, though 
very common in Sanscrit, has its inconveniences in 
European 'poeXryi a distinct Hymn is therefore ap- 
propriated to her in that capacity 5 for the explana- 
tion of which we need only premise, that Lacshmi' 
is the Goddess of Abundance-, that the Citaca is a 
fragrant and beautiful plant of the Diacian kind, 
known to Botanists by the name of Pandanus ; and 
that the Durgksava, or great festival of Bhava'ni 
at the close of the rains, ends in throwing the image 
of the goddess into the Ganges or other sacred 
water. 

1 am not conscious of having left unexplained 
.any difficult allusion in the two poems ; and have 
only to add (lest European criticks should consider 
a few of the images as inapplicable to Indian man- 
ners), tliat the ideas of snow and ice are familiar to 
the Hindus ; that the mountains of HimAlaya may 
be clearly discerned from a part of Bengal-, that 
the Grecian H^mus is the Sanscrit word haimas, 
meaning j and that funeral urns may be seen 
perpetually on the banks of the river. 

The two Hymns are neither translations from 
any other poems, nor imitations of any ; and have 
nothing of Pindar in them except the measures, 
which are nearly the same, syllable for syllable, 
with those of the first and second Nemean Odes : 
more musical stanzas might perhaps have been 
formed*,’ but, in every art, variety aqd ifovelty are 
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considerable sources of pleasure. The style and 
manner of P[ndar have been greatly mistaken ; 
and, that a distinct idea of them may be conceived 
by such, as have not access to that inimitable poet 
in his own language, 1 cannot refrain from subjoin, 
ing the ficjt Nemean Ode, not only in the same 
measure as nearly as possible, but almost word for 
word, with the original ; those epithets and phrases 
only being necessarily added, which are printed in 
Italkk letters. 



THE HYMN 


TO 

D U R G A\ 


I. I. 

From thee begins the solemn air. 

Ador’d Gane'sa'; ritext, thy sire we praise 
(Him, from whose red clustering hair 
A new-born crescent sheds propitious rays. 

Fair as Ganga'’s curling foam), 

Dread Is'waka \ who lov’d o'er awful mountabsji 
Rapt in prescience deep, to roam, 

But chiefly those, whence holy rivers gush^ 
Bright from their secret fountains, 

And o’er the realms of Brahma' rush. 


I. 2. 

Rock above rock they ride sublime, 

And lose their summits in blue fields of day. 
Fashion’d first, when rolling time, 

Vast infant, in his golden cradle lay. 

Bidding endless ages run 

And wreathe their giant heads in snows eternal 

Gilt by each revolving sun ; 

Though neither morning beam, nor noontide glare. 
In wintry sign or vernal, 

Tlxeir%.Jainantine strength impair j 
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Nor e*en the fiercest summer heat 

Could thrill the palace, where their Monarch reign’4 

On his frost-injpearled seat, 

(Such height had unremitted virtue gain’d !) 
Hima'laya, to^whom a lovely child. 

Sweet Parvat?', sage Me'Jja bore, 

Wlio now, in earliest bloonl, saw heav’n adore 
f-Jcr cbarms; earth languish, till she smil’d. 

II. 1. 

But she to love no tribute paid } 

Great Is war a her pious cares engag’d:* 

Him, who Gods and fiends disnaay’d, 

She^ sooth’d with offerings meek, when most he rag’d. 
On a morn, when, edg’d with light* 

The lake-born flow'rs their sapphire cups expanded 
Jjaughing at the scatter'd night, 

A vale remote an^ silent pool she sought, 
Smooth-footed, lotos-handed, 

VVnd braids of sacred blossoms wrought ; 

IL 2. 

Not for her neck, which, unadorn’d, 

Bade envying antelopes their beauties hide : 

Art she knew not, or she scorn’d j 

Nor had her language e’en a name for pride. 

the Gpd, who, fix’d in thought. 

Sat in a crystal cave new worlds designing, 

Softly sweet her gift she brought, 

And spread the garland o’er his shoulders broad, 
Where serpents huge lay twining, 

< VRiosc hiss tRe round creation aw^i 
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n. s. 

He vicwMi lialf->sniilmg 9 half-severe^ 

The prostrate maid — ^That moment through the rocks 
He^ who decks the purple year^ 

Vasanta, vain o£ odoriProus locks. 

With Ca^ma, hors'd on infant breezes flew : » 

(Who knows not Ca 'm a > nature's king ?) 

Vasanta barb’d the shaft and fix’d the string ; 

The living bow Candarpa drew, 

III, 1. 

Dire sacrilege ! The chosen reed. 

That Smara pointed with transcendent art. 

Glanc'd with unimagin’d speed. 

And ting’d its blooming barb in Siva's heart : 

Ckurious flow'r, in heav’n proclaim'd 
Rich with balmy breath delicious, 

An4 on earth Nyctanthes nam'd ! 

Some drops divine, that o’er the lotos blue 
Trickled in rills auspicious. 

Still mark it with a crimson hue. 


HI. 2. 

Sow clos’d the wound its hallow'd lips ; 

But nature felt the pain : heav’n’s blazing eye 
Sank absorb’d in sad eclipse, 

And meteors rare betray’d the trembling sky j 
When a flame, to which compar’d 
The keenest lightnings were but idle flashes, 
From that orb all-piercing glar’d, 

Which in the front of wrathful Kara roll% 
And soon to silver ashes 
lUdttcifl infiamer of our semis. 
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Va^kT) for thee a milder doom^ 

Accomplice rash, a thund’ring voice decreed : 

* Withering live in joyless gloom, 

* While ten gay signs the dincing seasons lead. 

* Thy flowVs, perennial once, now annual made, 

* The Fish and Ram shall still adorn $ 

^ But, when the Bull has rear’d his golden hom^ 

* Shall, like yon idling rainbow, fade*’ 


IV. 1* 

The thunder ceas’d ; the day return’d ; 

ButStvA from terrestrial haunts 4tad Bed: 

Smit with rapt’rous love he burn’d, 

Anc^igh’d on gemm’d Cailasas viewless head. 
Lonely down the mountain steep. 

With fluttering heart, soft Pakvati descended ; 

Nor in dr ops of nectar’d sleep 

Drank solace through the night, but lay alarm’d, 

Lest her mean giftt offended 

The God her pow’rful beauty charm’d. 


IV. 2. 

, All arts her sorr’wing damsels tried, 

Her brow, where wrinkled anguish lowYd, to smoothe, 
And, her troi\bled soul to soothe, 

Sagacious Mk'na^ mild reproof applied ; 

But nor art nor counsel sage, 

Nor e’en her, sacred parent’s tender chiding, 

Could her only pain assuage : 

The mountain drear she sought, in mantling shade 
Her tears and transports hiding, 

And oft to her adorer pray’d. 
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IV. s. , 

There on a crag, whose icy rife 

Hurl*d night and horror o^er the pool profound. 

That with madding eddy swift 

Revengeful barfc’d his rugged base around. 

The beauteous hermit sat ; but soon perceiv'd 
A Brahmen old before her stand. 

His rude staft' quivering in his wither'd hand. 
Who, falt’ring, ask’d for whom she griev’d. 


V- 1. 

* What graceful youth with accents mild, 

^ Eyes like twin stars, and lips like early morn, 

* Has thy pensive heart beguil’d 

No mortal youth,*' she said with modest scorn. 
E’er beguiled my guiltless heart : 

Him have I lost, who to these mountains hoary 
Bloom celestial could impart. 

Thee I salute, thee venVate, thee deplore. 
Dread Siva, source of glory, t 

** Which on these rocks must gleam no more !’* 


V. 

* Rare object of a damsel's love,' 

The wizard bold replied, ‘ who, rude and wild, 

* Leaves eternal bliss above, 

* And roves o’er wastes where nature never smil’d, 

* Mounted on his milkwhite bull ! 

* Seek Indra with aerial bow victorious, 

* Who from vases ever full 

* Quaffs love and nectar ; seek the festive hall, 

* Rich caves, and mansion glorious 

Jpung C^lprilu, lov'd by ail ; 
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V. s. 

* But spum that sullen wayward God, 

‘ That three-ey’d monster, hideous, fierce, untam’d, 

* Unattir’d, ill-girt, unshod 

Such fell impiety, the nymph exclaim’d. 

Who speaks, must agonize j who hears, must die; 
Nor can this vital frame sustain 
The pois’nous taint, that runs from vein to vein ; 
Death may atone the blasphemy.” 

VI. 1. 

She spoke, and o’er the rifted rocks 

Her lovely form with pious phrensy threw ; 

But beneath her floating locks 

waving robes a thousand breezes flew, 

Knitting close their silky plumes, 

And in mid-air a downy pillow spreading ; 

Till, in douds of rich perfumes 
Embalm’d, they bore her to a mystick wood *, 
Where streams of glory shedding, 

The well-feign’d Brahmen^ Siva stood. 

VI. 2. 

The rest, my song conceal : 

Unhallow’d ears the sacrilege might inic. 

Gods alone to Gods reveal 

In what stupendous notes th’ immortals woo. 

Straight the sons of light prepar’d 

The nuptial feast, heav’n’s opal gates unfolding, 

Which th’ empyreal army shar’d ; 

And sage Himalaya shed blissful tears 

With aged eyes beholding 

His daughter ^empress of the spheres* 
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VI. S. 

Whilst ev’ry lip with nectar glow’d* 

The bridegroom blithe his transformation told : 
Round the mirtliful goblets flow’d. 

And laughter free o’er plains of ether roll’d : 

^ Thee too, like Vishnu, said the blushing queen, 

• Soft May a', guileful maid, attends 

• But in delight supreme the phantasm ends ; 

• hove crowns the visionary scene.’ 

VIL U 

Then rose Vrihaspati, who reigns 
Beyond red Mang ala’s terrifick sphere, 
Wand’ring o’er cerulean plains : 

His periods eloquent heav’n loves to hear 
Soft as dew on waking flow’rs. 

He told, how Ta'raca with snaky legions. 

Envious of supernal pow’rs. 

Had menac’d long old Metro’s golden head. 

And Indka’s beaming regions 
With desolation wild had spread : 

VIL 2. 

How, when the Gods to Brahma' flew 
In routed squadrons, and his help implor’d ; 

Sons, he' said, from vengeance due 
The fiend must wield secure his fiery sword 
** (Thus th’ unerring Will ordains), 

‘‘ Till from the Great Destroyer’s pure embraces, 

^ Knit in love’s mysterious chains 

With her, who, daughter to the mountain-king, 
** Yon snowy mansion graces, 

^Cvua'ka, warrior-child, shall springs 
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vn. S. 

^ Who, bright in arms of heav’nly proof, 
jki$ crest a blazing star, his diamond mail 
Colour’d in the rainbow’s woof, 

The rash invaders fiercely shall ;^ail, 

And, bn a' stately peacock borne, shall rush 
** Against the cftagons of the deep i 
Nor shall his thund’ring mace insatiate sleep, 
** Till their infernal chief it crushu’* 


vm. 1. 

* The splendid host with solemn state 

* (Still spoke th’ ethereal orator unblam’d) 

* Reason’d high in long debate; 

‘ Till, through my counsel provident, they claim’d 

* H^^less Ca'ma’s potent aid : 

^ At Indra’s wish appear’d the soul’s inflamcr, 

* And, in vernal arms array’d, 

* Engag’d (ah, thoughtless !) in the bold emprise 

* To tame wide nature’s tamer, 

^ And soften Him, who shakes the skie$« 


vm. 2, 

* See now the God, whom all ador’d, 

< An ashy heap, the jest of ev’ry gale ! 

* Loss by heav’n and earth deplor’d ! 

* For, love extinguish’d, earth and heav’n must fail. 

* Mark, how Reti' bears his urn, 

** And tow’rd her widow’d pile with piercing ditty 

* Points the flames— ah, see it burn ! 

< How ill the fun’ral with the feast agrees ? 

‘ Come, love’s pale sister, pity ; 

« Come, and the lover’s wrath appease.’ 

VOL. xi; s 
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vm. 

Tumultuous passions, whilst he i^bke. 

In beav’nly bosoms mix’d then* bursting fire. 
Scorning frigid wisdom’s yoke, 

Disdain, revenge, devotion, hope, desire ; 

Then grief prevail’d, but pity won the pri7.e. 

Not Siva could the charm resist : 

* Rise, holy love !’ he said ^ and kiss’d 

The pearls, that gush’d from Duiiga'’$ eyes*- 

IX. 1. 

That instant through the blest abode. 

His youthful charms renew’d, Ananga came : 

High on em’rald plumes he rode 

With Reti' brighten’d by th’ eluded flame ; 

Nor could young Vasanta mourn 
(Ofiicious friend !) his darling lord attending. 
Though of annual beauty shorn : 

• Love-shafts enow one season shall supply, 

‘ He menac’d unoffending, 

‘To rule the rulers of the sky.’ 

IX. 2. 

With shouts the boundless mansion rang j 
And, in sublime accord, the radiant quire 
Strains of bridal rapture sang 
With glowing conquest join’d and martial ire : 

‘ Spring to life, triumphant son, 

‘ Hell s future dreads and heav’n’s eternal wonder ! 
‘ Helm and flaming habergeon 
‘ For thee, behold, immortal artists weave, 
f And edge with keen blue thunder 
J The blade, that th’ oppressor cleave,’ , 
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IX. $. 

^ O Durca', thou hast deignM to shield 
Man’s feeble virtue with celestial mighty 
Gliding from yon jasper field, 

And, on a lion borne, hast brav’d the fight ; 
For, when the demon Vice thy realms defied, 
And arm’d with death pch arched horn, 

TTiy golden lance, O goddess mountain-born. 
Touch but the pest — ^He roar’d and died. 
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When time was drown’d in sacred sleep. 

And raven dSirkness brooded o’er the deep. 
Reposing on primeval pillows 

• Of tossing billows. 

The forms of animated nature lay; 

2^1 o’er the wild abyss, where love 
Sat e a nestling dove. 

From heav’n’s dun concave shot a golden ray» 

Still brighter and more bright it stream’d. 

Then, like a thousand suns, resistless gleam’d ; 
Whilst on the placid waters blooming. 

The sky perfuming. 

An op’ning Lotos rose, and smiling spread 
His azure skirts and vase of gold, 

While o’er his foliage roll’d 

Drops, that impearl Bhava'ni'^s orient bed. 

Mother of Gods, rich nature’s queen. 

Thy genial fire emblaz’d the bursting scene; 

For, on th’ expanded blossom sitting. 

With sun-beams knitting 

That mystick veil for ever unremov’d. 

Thou badst the softly kindling flame 
Pervade this peopled frame, 

• And smiles, \vith hlushes ting’d, the work approv’dn 
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Gocicless^ around tby radiant throne 
The scaly shoals in spangled vesture shohe^ 

Some slowly through green waves advancingf 
Some swiftly glancing, 

As each thy mild mysterious pow’r impell’d : 

L*en ores and river-dragons felt 
Their iron bosoms melt 

With scorching heat ; for love the mightiest quell’d. 

But straight ascending vapours rare 
O’ercanopied thy seat with lucid air. 

While, through young Indra’s new dominions 
Unnumber’d pinions 

Mix’d with thy beams a thousand varying dyes> 

Of birds or insects, who pursued 

Their flying loves, or woo’d 

Them yielding, and with musick fill’d the skies« 

And now bedeck’d with sparkling isles 
Like rising stars^ the watry desert smiles ; 

Smooth plains by waving forests bounded. 

With hillocks rounded. 

Send forth a shaggy brood, who, frisking light 
In mingled flocks or faithful pairs, 

Impart their tender cares : 

Ail ammals to love their khid invite. 

Nor they alone : those vivid gems, 

That dance and glitter on their leafy stems;. 

Thy voice inspires, thy bounty dresses, 

Thy rapture blesses, 

From yon tall palm, who, like a sunbom ktng^ 

His proud tiara spreads elate. 

To those, who throng his gate, 

Wilhc purjde chieftains vernal tribute bring. 
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A galf so sweet o’er Ginca' breathes^ 

That in soft smiles her graceful cheek she Wreathes. 
Ifilark) where her argent brow she raisesi 
And blushing gazes 

On yon fresh Citaca^ whose amVous flowV 
Throws fragrance from his flaunting hair. 

While with Ms blooming fair 

He blends perfume, and Inultiplies the bowV. 

Thus, in one vast eternal gyre, 

Compact or fluid shapes, instinct with fire. 

Lead, as they dance, this gay creation, 

Whose mild gradation 

Of melting tints illudes the visual ray : 

Dense earth in springing herbage lives, 
w{£hence life and nurture gives 
To 2r.jatient forms, that sink again to cby. 

Ye maids and youths on fruitful plains. 

Where Lacsumi' revels and Bhava'ni' reigns, 

Oh, haste ! ohf bring your flow’ry treasures, 

To rapid measures 

Tripping at eve these hallow’d banks along : 

The pow’r, in yqn dim shrines ador’d, 

To primal waves restor’d, 

With many a smiling race shall bless pur song. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


So many allusions to Hindu Mythology occur in the 
following Ode, that it would be scarce intelligible 
without an explanatory introduction, which, on 
every account and on all occasions, appears pre- 
ferable to notes in the margin. 

A distinct idea of the God, whom the poem ce- 
lebrates, may be collected from a passage in the 
ninth section of theG/^a, where the sudden change 
of measure has an effect similar to that of the finest 
modulation : 

te punyamasadya surendra locam 
asnnnti dhyan dividevabhogan, 
te tarn bhuctwh swergalocam visalatn 
eshtn'e punye mertyalocam insant 

“ These, having through virtue reached the man- 
" sion of the king of Sura's, feast on "the exquisite 
“ heavenly food of the Gods : they, who have en- 
“ joyed this lofty region ofSwEROA, but whose vir- 
“ tue is exhausted, revisit the habitation of mortals.” 

IsmA, therefore, or the King of Immortals, cor- 
responds with one of the ancient Jupiters (for se- 
veral of that name were worshipped in Europe), 
and particularly vi'ith Jupiter tlie Conductor, whose 
attributes are so nobly described by the Platofikk 
Philosophers : one of his numerous titles is Z>yu- 
peti,or,'m the nominative case before certain letters, 
Dyupetir ; whiclimeans the Lordqf Heteven, and seems 
a'iuSte probable origin of the //errMsca»“wordthaa 
Juvans Pater; as Diespiter was, probably, not the 



jF5i#AKr,,but the Lord, of He may be conai- 
■ dered as the Jove of Eniods in his memoraUe Kne; 

* Aspice hoc suUixne candens, quern invpcant wmes Jovem* 

where the poet clearly means the firmament, <£ 
which In9Ra vs the personification. He is the God 
of thunder and the five elements, with inferior Genii 
under his command ; and is conceived to govern 
the Eastern quarter of the world, but to preside, 
like the Genius or Agathodcemon of the Ancients.over 
the celestial bands, which are stationed on the sum- 
mit of Me'ru, or the North-pole> where he solaces 
the Gods with nectar and heavenlj^- musick: henc^ 
perhaps, the Hindus, who give evidence, and the 
magi’li.'j.jtes, who hear it, are directed to stand front- 
ing the East or the North. 

This Imaginary mount- is here feigned to have 
been seen in a vision at V&rhiast, very im- 
properly called Bandris, which takes its name 
from two rivulets, that embrace the city ; and the 
bard, who was favoured with the sight, is supposed 
to have been Vya'sa, surnamed Dwaipdyana, or 
'Dwelling in an Island ; who, if he really composed 
the GUd, makes very flattering mention of 'himself 
in the tenth chapter. The plant which he 
describes weaving a net round the mountain Man- 
ddra, is transported by a poetical liberty to Sumiru, 
which the great author of the Mahabhdrat has 
richly painted in four beautiful couplets : it is the 
generick name for a creeper, though represe.ited 



here as a species, frhich many elegant varieties 
are found -in Jsia. 

The Genii named Cinnard's are the naale 
dancers in Swerga, or the Heaven of Indra ; and 
the Jpmrd's are his dancing-girls, answering to 
tlie fairies of the Persians, and to the damsels 
called ip the Koran hhuru'l&ytm, or with antelopes* 
t^es. For the story of Chitrarat'ha, the chief mu- 
sician of the hdum paradise?, whose painted car was 
burned by Arjok, and for tliat of Qmturdesaretnat 
or fourteen gems, as they are called, which were pro- 
duced by churning the ocean, the reader must be 
referred to Mr.. Wilkins’s learned annotations on 
his accurate version of the Bhagavadgita. Thp 
feble of the pomegranate-flower is borroijgd^lrom 
the popular mythology of Nipdl and Tibet. 

In this poem the same form of stanza is repeated 
with variations, on a principle entirely new in mo- 
dern lyrick poetry, which on somC future occasion 
may be fully explained. 
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But ah! what glories yon blue vault emMaSJe? 
What living meteors from the zenith stre^ ? 

Or hath a rapt’rous dream 

Perplex’d the isle-born bard in fiction’s maze ? 

He wakes ; he hears $ he views no fimcied rays. 
’Tis Ikdrs mounted on the sun’s bright beam | 
h.^nd round him revels his empyreal train : 
Ho^'ich their tints ! how sweet their strain ! 

Like'shooting stars around his regal seat 
A veil of many-colour’d light they weave. 

That eyes unholy would of sense bereave: 

Their sparkling hands and lightly-tripping feet 
Tir’d gales and panting clouds behind them leave. 
With love of song and sacred beauty smit 
The mystick dance they knit ; 

Pursuing, circling, whirling, twining, leadingj^ 
_Now chasing, now receding ; 

Till the gay pageant from the sky descends 
On charm’d Sumeru, who with homage bends. 

'Hail, mountain of delight, 

Palace of glory, bless’d by glory’s king { 

With prosp’ring shade embow’r me, whilst I sing 
Thy wonders yet unreach’d by mortal flight. 
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Sky*piercing momitamf In thy bowers of love 
No tears are seen, save where medicinal stalks 
Weep drops balsamick o'er the silver’d walks ; 

No plaints are heard, save where the restless dove 
Of coy repulse and mild reluctance talks ; 

Mantled in woven gold, with gems enchasM, 

With em’rald hillocks grac’d. 

From whose fresh laps in young faptastick mazes 
Soft crystal bounds and blazes 
Bathing the lithe convolvulus, that winds 
Obsequious, and each haunting arbour binds. 

When sapient Brahma' this new world approv’d 
On woody wings eight primal mountains mov’d ; 

But Indr A mark’d Stitneru for his own. 

And motionless was cv’ry stone* 

Dazzling the moon he rears his golden head ; 

Nor bards inspirM, nor heav’n’s all-perfect speech 
Less may unhallow’d rhyme his beauties teach. 

Or paint the pavement which th’ immortals tread; 
Nor thought of man his awful height can reach : 
Who sees it, maddens ; who approaches, dies ; 

For, with flame-darting eyes, 

Around it roll a thousand sleepless dragons ; 

While fropi their diamond flagons 
The feasting Gods exhaustless nectar sip. 

Which glows and sparkles on each fragrant lip. 


This feast, in mem’ry of the churned , wave 
Great Indr a gave, ytrhen Amrit first was won 
From impious demons, who to Mayh'^s eyes 
iBfe^ign’d the prize, and rued the fight begun* 
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Now, 'Irhile eadi ardent Cinnara persuades 
The soft-eyM Apsari to break the dance. 

And leads her loth, yet with love-beaming glance, 
To banks of marjoram aiid Champac shades, 
Celestial Genii towW their king advance 
(So call’d by mai, in heaven Gandharva^s nam’d) 
For matchless mftsick fam’d. 

Soon, where the bands in liicid rows assemble, 
Flutes breathe, and citherns tremble ; 

Till Chitraratha sings— His painted car, 

Tet unconsum’d, gleams like an orient star. 


* Hush’d was cv’ry breezy pinion, 

Ev’ry stream his fall suspended : 

Sdence reign’d 5 whose scdfe dominion 
Soon rais’d, but soon was ended. 

He singe, how - * whilom from the troubled main 

* The sov’reign elephant Airavan sprang ; 

* The breathing sh^ll, that peals of conquest rang ; 

* The parent cow, whom none implores in vain j 

* The milkwhite steed, the bow with deaTning clang j 

* The Goddesses of beauty, wealth, and wine; 

* Flow’rs, that unfading shine, 

^ Na'ra'yan’s gem, the moonlight’s tender languish *, 

* Blue venom, source of anguish ; 

* The solemn leech, slow-moving o’er the strand, 

^ A vase of long-sought Aenrii in his hand. 


* To soften human ills dread Siva drank 
* The pois’nous flood, that stain’d his azure neck ; 
‘ The rest thy mansions deck, 

‘ High Swerga^ stor’d in many a blazing rank. 

• VOL. XI. ’ T 
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‘ Thou, God of thuiKter, opi 4!)5fn^ tbr^nM* ^ 

* Cloud-riding, mount^-piercing^ 

« With young BuLo'wijA^., thy blocu^itlg bpde^ 

^ Whilst air and skies ^y boundless empire wn’4^ 

< Hail, Dyupetir, dismay to Baea's pride.! 

* Or speaks B;urani>e^ best thy martial , 

* Or Sacra, mystick name ? 

* With various praise in odes ahd hallowM story,' 

* Sweet bards shall hymn thy glory. 

* Thou, Va SAVA, from this unmea^^i^r’d height 

^ Shedst pearl, shedst odours o’er the sons of lig^J^ 


The Genius rested 5 for his pow’rful art 
Had swell’d the monarch’s heart with ardour vaiut 
That threaten’d rash disdain, and seem’d to low V 
On Gods of loftier pow’r and ampler reign. 

He smil’d ; and, warbling In a softer mode, 

Sang, * the red light’ning, hail, and.whekning.rain 
< O’er Gocul green land rfw;ysEyinpii4ov’d plaia 

* By Indra hurl’d, whose altars ne’er had glow’d, 
f Since infant Crisi?na rul’d the rustick train 

‘ Now thrill’d with teirourr-Them the heav’nly child 

* Call’d, and wnth looks ambrosial smil’d, 

* Then with one fin^r ^^^*4 the ^ G^Mhen^ 

* Beneath whose rocky burden 

* On pastures dry the maids.and herdwoen trpd' : 

* The Lord of thunder fplt a mightier God 

What furies potent modulation soothes! 

E’en the dilated heart of Ii^pgA shrinks : 

His ruffled brow he smoothes, 

^His lance half-rais’d wlth.hsUess languor riufes? . 
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A swifeetcr smin the sage musician chose ; 

He told, how * Sachi, soft as morhiiig light, 

* Blythe Sa€H 1, from her Lord Ikdra'ni' hight, 

* When through clear skies their car ethereal rose, 

* Fix’d on a garden trim her tTand^ring sight, 

* Where gay pomegranates, fresh with early dew, 

^ Vaunted their hlossoms new : 

** Oh ! pluck, she said, yon* gems, which nature dresses 
** To grace my darker tresses.” 

* In form a shepherd’s boy, a God in soul, 

‘ He hasten’d, and the bloomy treasure stok. 

^ The reckless peasant, who those glowing flowers, 

‘ Hopeful of rubied fruit, had foster’d long, 

^ Seiz’d and with cordage strong 

* Sha."|ded the God, who gave him show’rs. 

* Straight from sev’n winds immortal Genii flew, 

* Green Varumt^ whom foamy waves obey, 

* Bright V (thni flaming like the lamp of day, 

* Cuvera sought by all, enjoyed by few, 

* Marutf who bids the winged breezes play, 

* Stem Tama, ruthless judge, and Isa cold 

* With Nairrit mildly bold : 

* * They with the ruddy flash, that points his thunder, 

‘ Rend his vain bands asunder. 

* Til’ exulting God resumes his thousand eyes, 

* Four arms divine, and robes of changing dyes.* 


Soft memory retrac’d the youthful scene ; 
The thund’rer yielded to resistless charms. 
Then smil’d enamour’d on his blushing queeui 
And melted in her arms. 
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Such was the vision, which, on Varath breast i 
Gr Ash pure wi:h offer'd blossoms fill’d, 

Dw^ipa'yan slumb’rmg saw^ (thus Na'red wiU*J} 
For waking eye such glory never blessM, 

Nor waking ear such musick ever thrill’d. 

It vanish’d with light sleep : he, rising, prais’d 
The guarded mount high-raised. 

And pray’d the thund’ring pow’r, that sheafy treasure 
Mild show’rs and vernal pleasures. 

The lab’ring youth in mead and vale might cheer, 
And cherish’d herdsmen bless th’ abmdant year. 

Thee, darter of the swift blue bolt, he sang; 
Sprinkler of genial dpws and fruitful rains 
O’er hills and thirsty plains ! 

^ When through the waves of war thy charger sprang 

* Each rock rebellow’d and each forest rang, 

* Till vanquish’d Asurs kit avenging pains. 

^ Send o’er their seats the snake, that never dies, 

‘ But waft the virtuous to thy skies!’ 
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A PLAUSIBLE opinion has been entertained by 
learned men, that the principal source of idolatry 
among the ancients was their enthusiastick admira- 
tion of the Sun ; and thatf when the primitive reli- 
gion of mankind was lost amid the distractions 
of establishing regal government, or neglected 
amid the allurements of vice, they ascribed to the 
great visible luminaty, or to the wonderful fluid, of 
which it is the general reserv'oir, those powers of per- 
vading all space and animating all nature, which 
their wiser ancestors had attributed to one etgral 
Mind, by whom the substance of fire,t>ia been 
created as an inanimate and secondary cause of na- 
tural phenomena. The Mythology of the East 
confirms this opinion; and it is probable, that the 
triple Divht}^ of the Hindus was originally no more 
than a personification of the Sun, whom they call 
Treyiienu, or Three-bodied, in his triple capacity of 
producing forms by his genial heat, preserving them 
by his light, or destroying them by the concentrated 
force of bis igneous matter : this, with the wilder 
conceit of a J'ernak power united with the Godhead* 
and ruling nature by his authority, will account 
for nearly the whole system of Egyptian, Indian, 
and Grecian polytheism, distinguished from the 
sublime Theology of the Philosophers, whose un- 
derstandings were too strong to admit the popu- 
lar belief, but whose influence was too weak to re- 
form it. 
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Sc'i^TA, the Pbsbus of European heathens, has 
near fifty names or epithets in the Sanscrit latt- 
guage ; most of which, or at least the meanings of 
them, are introduced in the following Ode ; and 
every image, that seemed capable of poetical orna- 
ment, has been selected from books of the highest 
authority among the Hindus: the title Area is very 
singular j and it is remarkable, that the Tibetians 
represent the Sun’s car in the form of a boat. 

It will be necessary to explain a few other parti- 
culars of the Hindu Mythology, to which allusions 
are made in the poem. Soma, or the Moon, is a 
male Deity in the Indian system, as Mona was, I 
believe, among the Saxons, and Lunus among some 
ofthennations, who settled in Italy: his titles also, 
with one or two of the ancient fables, to which they 
refer, are exhibited in the second stanza. Most of 
the Lunar mansions are believed to be the daughters 
of Casyapa, the first production of Brahmas head, 
and from their names are derived those of the twelve 
months, who are here feigned to have married as 
many constellations : this primeval Brihman and 
Vinati are also supposed to have been the parents 
of Arun, the charioteer of the Sun, and of the bird 
Garuda, the eagle of the great Indian Jove, cme of 
whose epithets is Mitdham. 

After this ex[)lanation the Hjinn will have few 
or no difficulties, especially if the reader has pe-* 
rased and studied the Bhagmadgith, with which 
our literature has been lately enriched, and the fine. 
> episode frbm the Mah&bhdrat, on the productioa 



of the Amrita, which seems to he almost wholly 
^troiiomical, but abounds with poetical beauties. 
Let the following description of the demon Rdhu, 
decapitated by NMyan, be compared with similar 
passages in Hesiod and Milton : 


tach ch'hailasringapratiman danavosya sirb mahat 
chacroch'hinnatn c'hamutpatya tienaJUi hbayancaram^ 
tat cttbandham pephtasya visp'huraddharanitalb 
sapirvatavanadiuipandaityasydcampayamnaMm. 
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Fountain of living light. 

That o’er all nature streams. 

Of this vast microcosm both nerve and sou! ; 

Whose swift and subtil beams, * 

» Eluding mortal sight. 

Pervade, attract, sustain th’ effulgent whole, 

Unite, impel, dilate, calcine. 

Give to gold its weight and blaze. 

Dart from the diamond many-tinted rays. 

Condense, protrpde, transform, concoct, refine 
The sparkling daughters of the mine j 
Lord of the lotos, father, friend, and king, 

O Sun, thy pow’rs I sing : 

Thy substance Indra with his heavenly bands 
Nor sings nor understands ; 

Nor e’en the Fedas three to man explain 

Thy mystick orb triform, though Brahtrih tun’d the strain. 

Thou, nectar-beaming Moon, 

Regent of dewy night. 

From yon black roe, that in thy bosom sieep^^ 
Fawn-spotted ^asin hight } 

Wilt thou desert so soon 

Thy night»flow’rs pale, whom odour steeps, 
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And transcendent beam 

Burning in the darkest glade ? 

Will no lov’d name thy gentle mind persuade 
Yet one short hour to shed |;ky ceoUng stream ? 
But ah ! we conn a jpassing dream : 

Our pray’r nor Ittdu nor Himansu hears ; 

He &des ; he disappears — 

E’en Casyapas gay daughters twinkling die^ 

And silence lulls the sky. 

Till Chatacs twitter from the moving brake. 

And sandal-breathing gales on beds of ether wake* 

Burst into song, ye spheres ; 

A greater light proclaim. 

And hymn, concentrick orbs, with sevenfold chime 
The God with many a name ; 

Nor let unhallow’d ears 

Drink life and rapture from your charm sublime : 

* Our bosoms, ^ryama^ inspire, 

* Gem of heav’n, and flow’r of day, 

* Vivas^vat^ lancer of the golden ray, 

* Divacara^ pure source of holy fire, 

* Victorious Rafnc^% fervid sire, 

* Dread child of Martunda Mess’d, 

* Or Bura be address’d, 

‘ Ravi^ or Mihira^ or Bhanu bold, 

* Or Arca^ title old, 

« Ot Herldaswa^'dTzvm by gfoenr-hair’d steeds^ 

* Or Carmasacshi keen, attesting secret deeds* 

* What fiend, what monster fierce 
‘ E’er durst thy throne invade ? 

* Malignant Rdhu. Plim thy wakeful sights 

* That could the deepest shade 

* Of snaky Narac pierce,* 

* Mark*d quaffing nectar % when by magick sleight 



A HTMN TO StlUm 


* A Siira*s lovely form he mre, 

* Rob’d in light, with lotos crown’d, 

^ What time th’ immortak peerless treasures foniid 

* On the churn’d Odean^s gem-bespsoigled shorty 

* And Mandates load the tortoise bore : 

* Thy voice reveal’d the daring sacrilege; 

* Then, by th% deathful edge 

* Of bright Sudersan cleff, his dragon head 

* Dismay and horror spread 

* Kicking the skies, and struggling to impair 

* The radiance of thy robes, and stain thy golden hair. 

‘ With smiles of stern disdain 

* Thou, sov* reign victor, seest 

* His impious rage : soon from the mad assault 

* Thy coursers fly released ; 

* Thcii .toss each verdant mane, 

‘ And gallop o^er the smooth aerial vault ; 

* Whilst in charm’d GocuFs od’rous vale 

* Blue-ey’d Tamuna descends 

‘ Exulting, and* her tripping tide suspends, 

‘ The triumph of her mighty sire to hail : 

* So must they fall, who Gods assail ! 

* For now the demon rues his rash emprise, 

* Yet, bellowing blasphemies 

‘ With pois’nous throat, for horrid vengeance thirsts, 

‘ And oft with tempest bursts, 

‘ As oft repell’d he groans in fiery chains, 

‘ And o'er the realms of d^ unvartquish’d Surya reigns.’ 

Ye dpids, in wavy wreathes 
Your (Ksky van unfold; 

O’er dimpled sands, ye surges, gently flow. 

With sapphires edg’d and gold I 
Loose-tressed morning- l^eathes*, 

And spreads her blushes with expansive glow; 
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But diiefly where heav’n^s opening eye 
Sparkfes at her safEron gate> 

Howrkh^ how regal in his orient state ! 

Erelong he ^hall emblaze th’ unbounded sky : 
The dends of darkness yelling fly ; 

While birdaof liveliest note and lightest wing 
The rising daystar sing, 

Who skirts th* horizon with a blazing line 
Of topazes divine ; 

E*en, in their prelude, brighter and more bright, 
Flames the red east, and pours insuflerable light** 


First o’er blue hills appear. 

With many an agate hoof 

And pasterns fring’d with pearl, sev’n coursers green % 
Nor boasts yon arched woof. 

That girds the show’ry sphere, ^ 

Such heav’n-spun threads of colour’d light serene. 

As tinge the reins, which jirun guides. 

Glowing with immortal grace. 

Young Arurtj loveliest of Vinatian race, 

Though younger He, whom Madhava bestrides. 
When high on eagle-plumes he rides : 

But oh ! what pencil of a living star 
Could paint that gorgeous car, 

In which, as in an ark supremely bright. 

The lord of boundless light 
Ascending calm oler th’ empyrean sails, 

And with ten thousand beams his awful beauty veils* 


Behind the glowing wheels 
Six jocund seasons dance, 

A radiant month i|i||pch quick-shifting hand i 
Alterna$e they advailte, 

W^l^ kuxom nature feels ^ 

T|yj%rateful changes of the frolick band ; 

• See Grab's Letters, 3$t| 4to. and the noie« 
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Lach mbnth a constellation fw 
Knii in youthful wedlock holds^ 

Amd o^er each bed a varied sun unfolds. 

Lest one vast blaze our visual force impair, 

A canopy of woven air. 

Vasanta blythe with many a laughing flow’r 
Decks his Cam^rpa^ bowV ; 

The drooping pastures thirsty Grishma dries. 

Till Vershh bids them rise ; 

Then Sarat with full sheaves the champaign £1]% 
Which Sisira bedews, and stem Hemartta chills* 

Mark, how the all-kindling orb 
Meridian glory gains ! 

Round Mfru's breathing zone he winds obHqtit 
♦O’er pure cerulean plains : 

His jealous flames absorb 

All meander lights, and unresisted strike 

The world with rapt’rous joy and dread. 

Ocean, smit with melting pain, 

Sliriuks, and th^ fiercest monster of the main 
Mantles in caves profound his tusky head ' 

With sca-weeds dank and coral spread: 

IjCss can mild earth and her green daughters bear 
The noon’s wide-wasting glare; 

To rocks the panther creeps; to woody night 
The vulture steals his flight ; 

E’en cold caflaeleons pant in thickets dun, • 

And o’er the burning grit th* unwinged locusts run 

e 

But when thy foaming steeds 
Descend with rapid pace 
Thy fervent axle hastening to allay. 

What majesty, what grace 

Dart o’er the .western meads 

From thy relenting eye their blended ray ! 



A HYMN TO SUWTJL 


Soon may th* undazzled sense behold 
Rich as Vishnu's diadem. 

Or Amrit sparkling in an azure gem, 

Thy horizontal globe of molten gold. 

Which pearrd and rubied clouds infold* 

« It sinks ; and myriads of dilBisive dyes 
Stream o*tr the tissued skies, 
mi &ma smiles, attracted by the song 
Of many a plumed throng 

In groves, meads, vales $ and> vrhilst he glides above. 
Each bush and dancing bough <]uafis harmony and love. 

Then roves thy poet free. 

Who with no borrow’d art 

Dares hymn thy powk, and durst provoke thy blaze. 

But felt thy thrilling dart y 
And now, on lowly knee. 

From him, who gave the wound, the balsam prays* 
Herbs, that assuage the fever^s pain, 

Scatter from thy rolling car, 

CuUM by sage Asvnn and divine Cumar ; 

And, if they ask, “ What mortal pours the strain 
Say (for thou seest earih, air, and main) 

Say : From the bosom of yon silver isle. 

Where skies more softly smile. 

He came } and, lisping our celestial tongue. 

Though i)ot from Brahmh sprung. 

Draws orient knowledge from its fountains pme, 

** Through caves obstructed long, and paths too long obscure 

Yes ; though the Sanscrit song 
,Be strown with fancy’s wreathes. 

And emblems rich, beyond tow thoughts reiinM, 

Yet hcav’nly truth it lu’cathes 
‘‘With attestation strong, 

That, loftier than thy sphere, th’ Eternal Mindi 
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Unmovfd, unrival’d, undefil’d, 

Reigns with providence benign : 

stillM the rude abyss, and bade it shine 
(Whilst Sapience with approving aspect mild 
Saw the stupendous work, and smil’d) j 
Next thee, his flaming minister^ bade rise 
O’er young anci^ wondering skies. 

Since thou, great orb, with aU-enlight’ning ray 
Rulest the golden day, 

How far more glorious He, who said serene. 

Be, and thou w//---Himself unformed, imchansfi^ imseeni 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Most of the allusions to Indian Geography and Mythology^ wMcIi 
occur in the following Ode to the Goddess of Abundance, have been 
explained on former occasions ; and the rest are sufficiently clear. 
Lacshmi', or Sri', the Ceres of Indian is the preserving power of 
nature, or, in the language of allegory, the consort of VishSU or 
Heri, a personification of the divine goodness ; ^and her origin is 
variously deduced in the several Purina' as we might expect from 
a system wholly figurative and emblematical. Some represent her 
as the daughter of Bhrigu, a son of Brahma'; but, in the Mdr» 
tandiya Puran^ the Indian Isis, or Nature^ is said to have assumed 
three tnmscendent forms, according to her three guna's or qualities^ 
and, in each of them, to have produced a pair of divinities, Brahma 
andLACSHMi', Mahe'sa and Sereswati', Vishnu and Ca'li'; 
after whose intermarriage, Brahma' and Sereswati' formed the 
mundane Egg, which JVIahe'sa and Ca'li' divided into halves ; and 
Vishnu together with Laschmi' preserved it from destruction: 
a third story supposes her to have sprung from the Sea of mtlk^ when 
it was churned on the second incarnation of He ri, who isoft^n painted 
reclining on the serpent An ant a, the emblem of eternity; and this 
fable, whatever may be the meaning of it, has been chosen aj* the most 
poetical. The other names of S»i',or Prosperity^ are Heripriya', 
Pedma'laya', of Pedma', and Camala; the first implying the 
wife of Vishnu, and the rest derived from the names of the 
Lotos. As to the tale of Suoa'man, whose wealth is proverbial 
among the Hindus^ it is related at considerable length in the Bha* 
gavau or great Purdn on the Achievements of Crishna : the Brab^ 
meny who read it with me, was frequently stopped by his tears. We 
may be inclined perhaps to think, that the wild fables of idolaters are 
not worth knowing, and that we may be satisfied with mispending 
our time in learning the Pagan Theology of old Greece and Rome ; but 
We must consider, that the allegories contained in the Hymn to 
Lacshmi' constitute at this moment the prevailing religion of a most 
extensive and celebrated Empire, and are devoutly believed by many 
millions, whose industry adds to the revenue of Britain ^ and whose 
' manners, which are interwoven with their religious opinions, nearly 
affect all Europeans, who re^c among them. 
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Daughter of Ocean and primeval Night, 

Who, fed with moonbeams dropping silver dew. 

And cradled in a wild wave dancing light, 

Saw’st with a smile new shores and creatures new, 
Thee, Goddess, I salute ; thy gifts I sing, 

And, not with idle wing. 

Soar from this fragrant bow’r through tepid skies, 

Ere yet. the steeds of noon’s effulgent king 

Shake their green manes and blaze with rhbied eyes : 

Hence, floating o’er the smooth expanse of day, 

Thy bounties I survey, 

See through man’s oval realm thy charms display’d, 
See clouds, air, earth, performing thy behest, 

Plains by soft show’rs, thy tripping handmaids, dress’d. 
And fruitful woods, in gold and gems array’d, 
Spangling the mingled shade ; 

While autumn boon his yellow ensfgn rears. 

And stores the world’s true wealth in rip’ning ears* 

But most that central tract thy smile adorns^ 
Which old Himala clips with fostVing arms, 

As with a wexing moon’s half-circling horns. 

And shields from bandits fell, or worse alarms 
Of Tatar horse from Tunan late subdued. 

Or Bactrian bowmen rude ; 
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SnowKirawn’d Hitnala^ whence, with wavy wings 
Far spread, as falcons o’er their nestlings brood, 

Fam’d Brahmaputra joy and verdure brings. 

And Sindhtis dve-arm’d flood from Cashghar hastes. 

To cheer the rocky wastes, 

Through western this and that through orient plains ; 
While bluish Yamufih between them streams, 

' And Gangh^uTQ with sunny radiance gleams. 

Till Vati}y whom a russet ochre stains, 

Their destin’d confluence gains : 

Then flows in mazy knot the triple powV 
O’er laughing Magadh and the vales of Geur* 

Not long insw^atli’d the sacred infant lay 
(Celestial forms full soon their prime attain) : 

]tler eyes, oft darted o’er the liquid way, 

With golden light emblaz’d the darkling main % 

And those Arm breasts, whence all our comforts well. 
Rose with enchanting swell j 
Her loose hair with the bounding billows play’d. 

And caught in charming toils each pearly shell. 

That idling through the surgy forest stray’d ; 

When ocean suffer’d a portentous change, . 

Toss’d with convulsion strange \ 

For lofty Mandar from his base was torn. 

With streams, rocks, woods, by God and Demons whirl’d. 
While round his craggy sides the mad spray curl’d. 

Huge mountain, by the passive Tortoise borne ; 

Then sole, but not forlorn, 

Shipp’d in a flow’r, that balmy sweets exhal’d. 

O’er waves of dulcet cream Pedma'la' sail’d. 

So name the Goddess from her Lotos blue, 

®Or Cam ala', if more auspicious deem’d : 

With many-petal’d wings the blossom flew. 

And from the mount a flutt’ring sea*bird seem’d. 
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Till on tlie shore it stopp’di the heav'n-lov’d shorei 
* Bright with unvalued store 
Of gems marine by mirthful Indra won ; 

But she, (what brighter gem had shone before ?) 

No bride for old Ma'ri'cha’s frolick son, 

On azure Heri* fix’d her prosp’ring eyes: 

Love bade the bridegroom rise *, 

-Straight o’er the deepi then dimpling smooth, he rush'd 
And tow’rd th’ unmeasur’d snake, stupendous bed. 

The world’s great mother, not reluctant, led : 

All nature glow’d, whene’er she smil’d or blush’d ; 

The king of serpents hush’d 
His thousand heads, where diamond mi/rors blaz’d, 
That multiplied her image, as he gaz’d. 


Thus multiplied, thus wedded, they pervade, 

In \ arying myriads of ethereal forms, 

This pendent Egg by dovelike Ma'ya' laid, 

And quell Mahe^sa’s ire, when most it storms j 
Ride on keen lightning and disarm its flash, 

Or bid loud surges lash 

Th’ impassive rock, and leave the rolling barque 
With oars unshatter’d milder s^as to dash j 
• And oft, as man’s unnumber’d woes^ they mark, 
They spring to birth in some high-favour’d line, 
HaJf human, half divine, • 

And tread life’s maze transfigur’d, uniippair’d : 

As when, through blest Vrlndavan^ od’rous grove, 
They deign’d with hinds and village girls to rove, 
And myrth or toil in field or dairy shar’d, 

As lowly rusticks far’d : 

Blythe Ra^dha' she, with speaking eyes, was nanx’d, 
CR|SH^A,iov’d in youth, in manhood fam^d« 
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Though long in Mathura with milkmaids bred, 
Each bush attuning with his pastoral flute, 
Ananda’s holy steers the Herdsman fed, 

His nobler mind aspirM to nobler fruit : 

Thje fiercest monsters of each brake or wood 
His youthful arm withstood. 

And from the rank mire of the stagnsmt lake 
Drew the crush'd serpent with ensanguin'd hood i 
Then, worse than rav’ning beast or fenny snake, 

A ruthless king his ponderous inace laid low, 

Ai^d heav'n approv'd the blow : 

No more in bow'r or wattled cabin pent. 

By rills he'scorn’d and flow’ry banks to dwell ^ 

His pipe lay tuneless, and his wreathy shell 
With martial clangor hills and forests rent ; 

On crimson wars intent 

He sway'd high Dwaraca^ that fronts the mouth 
Of gulfy Sindhu from the burning south* 


A Brahmen young, who, when the heav'nly boy 
In Vraja green and scented Gocul play’d^ 

Partook each transient care, each flitting joy. 

And hand in hand through dale or thicket stray’d. 
By fortune sever'd from the blissful seat, 

Had sought a lonb retreat ; 

Where in a costless hut sad hours he pass’d. 

Its mean thatch pervious to the daystjqr's heat, 

And fenceless from night's dew pinching blast ; 
Firm virtue he possess'd and vig'rous health. 

But they were all his wealth. 

SudA'man was he nam'd $ and many a year 
(If glowing song can life and honour give) 
l^rom sun to sim his honour'd name shall live : 
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Oft strove his consort wise their gloom to cheer, 
And hide the stealing tear j 
But all her thrift could scarce each eve afford 
The needful sprinklbg of their scanty board# 


Now Fame, who rides on sunbeams, and cbnveys 
To woods and antres deep her spreading gleam, 

Illumin’d earth and heav’n with Crishna’s praise : 

Each forest echoed loud the joyous theme, 

But keener joy Suda'man’s bosom thrill’d. 

And tears ecstatick rill’d : 

My friend, he cried, is monarch of the skies !’^ 

Then counsell’d she, who nought unseemly will’d : 

“ Oh ! haste ; oh ! seek the God with lotos eyes ; 

** The p^w’r, that stoops to soften human pain, 

** None e’er implor’d in vain. 

To jDw/rjri’s rich towVs the pilgrim sped. 

Though bashful penury his hope depress’d $ 

A tatter’d cincture was his only vest. 

And o’er his weaker shoulder loosely spread 
Floated the mystick thread : 

Secure from scorn the crowded paths he trode 
Through yielding ranks, and hail’d the Shepherd God* 


“ Friend of my childhood, lov’d in riper age, 
‘‘ A dearer guest these mansions never grac’d : 

** O meek in social hours, in council sage !” 

So spake the Warriour, and his neck embrac’d ; 
And e’en the Goddess left her golden seat 
Her lord’s compeer to greet : 

He charm’d, but prostrate on the hallow’d floor. 
Their purAed vestment kiss’d and radiant feet ; 
Then from a small fresh leaf, a borrow’d store 
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(Such ofT rings e’en to mortal kings are due) 

Of modest rice he drew. 

Some proffer’d gr^ns the soft-ey’d Hero ate, 

And more had eaten, but, with p'lacid mien. 

Bright Ruchiki' (thus nameth’ all-bounteous Queen) 
Exclaim’d : Ah, hold ! enough for mortal state !” 

Then gpave on themes elate 
discoursing, or on past adventures gay, 

They clos’d \yith converse mild the rapt’rous day* 


At smile of dawn dismiss^, tingifted, home 
The hermit plodded, till sublimely rais’d 
On granite columns n^ny a sumptuous dome 
He view’d, and many a spire, that richly blaz’d, 

And seem’d, impurpled by the blush of morn. 

The lowlier plains to scorn 
Imperious : they, with conscious worth serene, 
Laugh’d at vain pride, and bade new gems adorn 
Each rising shrub, that clad them. Lovely scene 
And more than human ! His astonish’d sight ‘ 

Drank deep the strange delight : 

He saw brisk fountains dance, crisp riv’ lets wind 
O’er borders trim, and round inwoven bow’rs. 
Where sportive creepers, threading ruby flow’rs 
On em’rald stalks, each venial arch intwin'd. 
Luxuriant though confin’d j 
And heard sweet-breathing gales in whispers tell 
From what young bloom they sipp’d their spicy smell* 

Soon from the palace-gate in broad array 
A maiden legion, touching tuneful strings. 
Descending strow’d with flow’rs the brighten’d way, 
Xnd straight, their jocund van in equal wings 
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Unfolding, in their vacant centre showM 
♦ Their chief, ^diose vesture glow’d 

With carbuncles and smiling pearls atween ; 

And o’er her head a veil translucent flow’d. 

Which, dropping light, disclosed a beauteous queeni 
Who, brcathijig love, and swift with timid grace, 
S])rang to her lord’s embrace 
With ardent greeting and sweet blandishment ; 

His were the marble tov/’rs, th' officious train, 

The gems unecjual’d and the large domain : 

When bursting joy its rapid stream had spent. 

The stores, which heav’n had lent, 

He spread unsparing, iinattach’d employ'd, 

With meekness view’d, with temp’rate bliss enjoy’d. 


Such were thy gifts, Pedma'la', such thy powV j 
^or, widen thy smile irradiates yon blue fields, 
Observant Indra sheds the genial show’r, 

And pregnant eSrtli her springing tribute yields 
Of spiry blades, that clothe the champaign dank; 

Or skirt the verd’rous bank, 

That in th’ o’erflowing rill allays his thirst : 

Then, rising gay in many a waving rank, 

The stalks redundant into laughte!’ burst y 
The rivers Ijroad, like busy should’ ring bands, 

Clap their applauding hands ; 

The marish dances and the forest sings; 

The vaunting trees their bloomy banners rear ; 

And shouting hills proclaim th’ abundant year. 
That food to herds, to herdsmen plenty brings, 
And wealth to guardian kings. 
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Shall man unthankful n6t on thy stores ? 
Ah, no ! he bends, he blesses, he adores. 


^ But, when his vices rank thy frown excite. 

Excessive showVs the plains and valleys drench,' 

Or warping insects heath and coppice blight, 

Or drought unceasing, which no streams can quench. 
The germin shrivels or contracts the shoot, 

Or burns the wasted root : 

Then fade the groves with gather’d crust imbrown’d. 
The hills lie gasping, and the woods are mute, 

Low sink the riv’lets from the yawning ground 5 
Till Famine gaunt her screaming pack lets slip, 

And shakes her scorpion whip ; 

Dire forms ot death spread havock, as she flies. 

Pain at her skirts and Mis’ry by her side, 

And jabb’ring spectres o*er her traces glide; 

The mother clasps her babe, with livid eyes. 

Then, faintly shrieking, dies; 

He drops expiring, or but lives to feel 
The vultures bickVing for their horrid meal. 


From ills, that, painted, harrow up the breast, 
(What agonies, if real, must they give !) 

Preserve thy vot’rits ; be their labours blest ! 

Oh ! bid the patient Hindu rise and live. 

His erring mind, that wizard lore beguiles 
Clouded by priestly wiles, 

Tu senseless nature hovf$Vor nature’s God. 

Now, stretchM o’er ocean’s vast from happier isles. 
He sees the wand of empire, not the rod; 
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Ahj majr those beams, that western skies illume, 

« Disperse th* unholy gloom ! 

Meanwhile may laws, by myriads long rever’d, 

Their strife appease, their gentler claims decide j 
So shall their victors, mild with virtuous pride^ 

To many a ch<;rish'd grateful race endear’d. 

With temper^ Ipvg be fear’d : 

Though mists profane obscure their narrow ken. 

They err, yet feel*, though pagans, they are men, 
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tHE argument. 


A COMPLETE introduction to the following 
Ode would be no less than a full comment on the 
'^Vayds and Pura'ns of the Hi ndus^ the remains 
of Egyptian and Pewwn Theology, and the tenets 
of the lonick and Italick Schools ; but this is not the 
place for so vast a disquisition. It will be sufficient 
here to premise, that the inextricable difficulties 
attending the vulgar notion of material substances, 
concerning which 

“We know this only, that we nothing know,’^ 

induced many of the wisest among the Ancie'nts, and 
some of the most enlightened among the Moderns, to 
believe, that the whole Creation was rather an energy 
than a work, by which the Infinite Being, who is 
present at all times in all places, exhibits to the 
minds of his creatures a set of perceptions, like a 
wonderful picture or piece of musick, always varied, 
yet always uniform j so that all bodies and their 
qualities exist, indeed, to every wise and useful 
purpose, but exist only as far they are perceived ; a 
theory no less pious than sublime, and as different 
from any principle of Atheism, as the brightest 
sunshine differs from the blackest midnight. This 
illusSyi^cration of the Deity the HMu philosophers 
call, Maya', t^Meceptim', and the word occurs in 
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tills sense more than once in the coimnentary on ' 
tlie Rig Vayd, by the great Vasishtba, of which 
Mr. Halhed has given us an admirable 8pe> 
fcimen. 

The first stanza of the Hymn represents thdanh* 
limest attributes of the Supreme Being, ai^ die 
tliree fonns^ in which they most clearly appear to 
us, Pmer, IVisdom, and Goodness, or, in the lan- 
guage of Orpheus and his disciples, Lffoe: the 
second comprises the Indian and Egyptian doctrine 
of the Divine Essence and Archetypal Ideas-, for a 
distinct account of w’hich the reader must be re- 
ferred to a noble description in the sixth book of 
Republick ; and tiic fine explanation of tliat 
passage in an elegant discourse by the author of 
Cyrus, from whose learned work a hint has been 

I 

borrowed for the conclusion of this piece. The 
third and fourth are taken from the Institutes of 
Menu, and the eighteenth Pwrarw of Vya'sa', en- 
titled Srey Bhagawat, part of which has been trans- 
lated into Persian, not without elegance, but rather 
too paraphrastically. From Brehme, or the Great 
Being, in the neuter gender, is formed Bkehma', in 
i\\e masculine-, aiidtlie second word is appropriated 
to the creative power of the Divinity. 

The spirit of God, call’d Na'ra'yena, or moving 
on the xvater, has a multiplicity of other epithets in 
'Sanscrit, the principal of which are introduced, 
expressly or by allusion, in the ffth stanza ; and' 
two of them contain the names of the evil beings. 



r who are feigned to have sprung from the ears of 
ViSHNO 5 for thus the divine spirit is entitled, when 
considered as the ‘ pmvm'iwg porar: the sivik 
ascribes the perception of semidary qualities by 
pur to the immediate influence of Maya'; 
and t^e seventh imputes to her operation the pri' 
thary qualities of extension and solidify. , 



THE HYMN. 


Spirit of spirits, who, through evVy part 
Of space expanded and of endless time, 

Beyond the stretch of lab’ring thought sublime, 
Badst uproar into beauteous order start* 

Before Heav’n wa.s, I'hou art ; 

Ere spheres beneath us roll’d or .spheres above, 

Ere earth in firmamental etlicr hung* 

'Ehoii satst alone ; till, through thy mysticJq Lovek 
Things ' mcxisting to existence sprung, 

And grateful descant sung. 

\V Ivat lir.st impcll’d thee to exert thy might ? 
(joodness unUniited. "What glorious light 
Thy pow’r direVed ? Wisdom without bound. 

\\ liat prov’d it first ? Oh ! guide my fancy right; 
(,)h ! raise from cumbrous ground 
IMy soul in rapture drowm’d, 

► That fearless it may soar on wdngs of firej 
For ThoU, w'ho only knowst, Thou only canst inspire. 


Wrapt in eternal solitary shade, 

Th’ impenetrable gloom of light intense. 
Impervious, inaccessible, immense, 

Ere spirits were infus’d or forms display’di 
Brehm hi.s own Mind survey’d, 
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A HYMN TO NA'RA'YENA, 


As mortal eyes (thus finite we compare 
With infinite) in smoothest mirrors gaze : 

Swift, at his look, a shape supremely fair 
Leap’d into being with a boundless blaze. 

That fifty suns migixt daze. 

Primeval Maya was the Goddess nam’d, 

Who to her sire, with Love divine inflam’d, 

A casket gave with rich Ideas fill’d. 

From which this gorgeous Universe he fram’d ; 

For, when th’ Almighty will’d, 

Unnumbcr’d worlds to build, 

From Unity diversified he sprang, 

While gay Creation laugh’d, and procreant Nature rang. 


First an all-potent vdl -pervading sound 

Bade flow the waters and the waters flow’d, 

Exulting in their measureless abode, 

Diffusive, multitudinous, profound, 

Above, beneath, around *, 

Then o’er the vast expanse primordial wind 
Breath’d gently, till a lucid bubble rose, 

Which grew in perfect shape an Egg refin’d : 
Created substance no such lustre shows. 

Earth no such beauty knows. 

Above the warring waves it danc'd elate, 

Till from its bursting shell with lovely state 
A form cerulean flutter’d o’er the deep, 
l^rightest of beings, greatest of the great : 

/ Who, not as mortals steep, 

Their eyes in dewy sleep, 

But heav’nly-pcnsive on the I^otos lay, 

That blossom’d at his touch and shed a golden ray. 



A HYMN TO NA'RA'TENA. 


iSiOi 


Hail, primal blossom! hail empyreal gem ! 

Kemel, or Pedma, or wliate’er high name 
Delight thee, say, what four-form’d Godhead came, 
With graceful stole and beamy diadem, 

Forth from thy verdant stem ? 

Full-gifted Brehma I Rapt in solemn thought 
He stood, and round his eyes fire-darting tlirew ; 

But, whilst his viewless origin he sought, 

One plain he saw of living waters blue, 

Their spring nor saw nor knew. 

Then, in his parent stalk again retir’d, 

With restless pain fin* ages he inquir’d 
What were his pow’rs, by whom, and why conferred: 
With doubts perplex’d, with keen impatience fir’d 
He rose, and rising heard 
Th’ unknown all-knowing Word, 

‘‘ Brehma ! no more in vain research persist : 

My veil thou canst not move — Go j bid all worlds exist.” 


Hall, self-exlstept, in celestial speech 

Narayen, from thy watry cradle, nam’d } 
OrVENAMALY may I sing unblam’d, 

With flow’ry braids, tliat to thy sandals reach. 

Whose beauties, who can teach ? 

Or high Peitamber clad in yellow robes 
Than sunbeams brighter in meridian glow, 

That weaTVe their heav’n-spun light o’er circling globes? 
Unwearied, lotos-eyed, with dreadful bow. 

Dire Evil’s constant foe ! 

Great Pedmanabha, o’er thy cherish’d world 
The pointed Checra^ by thy fingers whirl’d, 

Fierce Kytabh shall dest:roy and Medhu grim 
To black despair and deep destruction hurl’d. 

. X 2 



A HYMN TO NAR ATENA. 


SOS 

Such views my senses dim, 

My eyes in darkness swim: 

What eye can bear thy blaze, what utterance tell 
Thy deeds with silver trump or many-wreathed sheU ? 

Omniscient Spirit, whose all-ruling powV 
Bids from each sense bright emanations bea^^i ; 

Glows in the rainbow, sparkles in the stream, 

Smiles in the bud, and glistens in the flow’r 
That crowns each vernal bow’r ; 

Sighs in the gale, and warbles in the throat 
Of ev’ry bird, that hails the bloomy spring, 

Or tells his love in many a liquid note, 

Whilst envious artists touch the rival string, 

Till rocks and forests ring ^ 

Breathes in rich fragrance from the sandal grove. 

Or where the precious musk-deer playful rove ; 

In dulcet juice from clustVing fruit distills, * 
And burns salubrious in the tasteful clove : 

Soft banks and verdVous hills 
Thy present influence Alls j 
In air, in floods, in caverns, woods, and phiins ; 

Thy will inspirits all, thy sovVeign Maya reigns. 

Blue crystal vault, and elemental fires, 

That in th’ ethereal fluid blaze and breathe ; 

Thou, tossing main, whose snaky branches wreathe 
This pensile orb with intertwisted gyres 5 
Mountains, whose radiant spires 
Preyimptuous rear their summits to the skies, 

And blend their emerald hue with sapphire light ; 
Smoofth nieads and la^ns, that glow with varying dyes 
Of dew-bespangled leaves and blossoms bright, 

Hence! vanish from my sight : 



A HYMN TO NATIATENA. 


Delasire Pictures ! unsubstantial shows ! 

My soul absorb’d One only Being know^ 

• Of all perceptions One abundant source, 
Whence ev’ry object ev’ry moment flows : 
Suns hence derive their force, 

Hence planets learn their course ; 

But suns and fading worlds I view no more: 
God only I perceive ; Goo only^I adore. 




A HYMN 


TO 


S M R E SW A1 



THE ARGUMENT. 


The Hindu Goddesses are uniformly represented 
as tlie subordinate powers of their respective lordst 
thus Lacshmy, the consort of Vishnd the Preserver, 
is the Goddess of abuiidance and prosperity ; Bha- 
va'ny, the wife of Maha'de'v, is tiie genial power 
oi fecundity ; and Sereswatv, whose husband was. 
the Creator Brehma', possesses the powers of Ima- 
gination and Invention, u’hich may justly be termed 
creative. She is, therefore, adored as the patroness 
of the fine arts, especially of Musick and Khetorick, 
as the inventress of the Sanscrit Language, of the 
Phandgry Letters, and of the sciences, which 
writing perpetuates ; so that lier attributes corres- 
pond with those of Minerva Musica, in Greece 
and ftoly, who invented the flute, and presided over 
literature. In this character she is addressed in 
the following ode, and particularly as the Goddess 
of Harmony, since x\\q Indians usually paint her 
with a musical instrument in her hand : the seven 
potes, an artful combination of which constitutes 
Musick and variously affects the passions, are 
feigned to be her earliest production ; and the 
greatest part of the Hymn exhibits a correct delii 
peat .on of the Ra'csuaea', or Necklace of Musical 
Mddes, which may be considered as the most pleas- 
ing invention of the ancient Hindus, and the most 
beautiful union of Painting with poetical Mythor 
logy^nd the genuine theory of Musick. 

The different’ position of the two semitones in the 
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scaJe of seven notes gives birth to seven primary 
modes ; and, as the whole series consists of twelve 
semitones, every one of which may be made a 
modal note or tonick, there are in nature, (thougli 
not universally in practice) seventy-seven other 
modes, which may be called derivative: all thff 
cighty-Jour are distributed^by the Persians, under 
the notion of locality, into three classes consisting 
of twelve rooms, twenty-jour angles, and Jorty-eight 
recesses ; but the Hindu arrangement is elegantly 
formed on the variations of the Indian year, and 
. the association of ideas; a powerful auxiliary to the 
ordinary effect of modulation. The Modes, in tliis 
system, are deified ; and, as there are sLv seasons in 
India, namely, two Springs, Summer, Autumn, and 
two Winters, an original R \'c, or God of the 
M >de, i'l conceived to preside over a particular sea- 
son ; each jirincipal mode is attended by five 
Ra'gnys, or Kymphs of Harmony, each has eight 
Sons, or Genii of the same divine Art ; and each 
Ka'o, with his family, is appropriated to a distinct 
season, in which alone his melody can be sung or 
’played at prescribed hours of, the day and night : 
the mode of Deipec, or Cupid the Injiamer, is sup- 
posed to be lost ; and a tradition is current in Hin- 
dustan, that a musician, who attemjited to restore 
it, was consumed by fire from heaven. The n\- 
tural distribution of modes would have been seven, • 
thirty-three, and forty-jour, according to the num- 
ber of the, minor and major secondary tones ; .but 
this order was varied for the sake of the charming 
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fiction above-mentioned. NA'RED,who is described 
in the third stanza, was one of the first created be- 
ings, corresponding with the Mircury of the Ita- 
lians, inventor of the V ene, a fretted instrument 
supported by two large gourds, and confessedly the 
‘ finest used in Asia. 

A full discussion of ^o copious a subject would 
require a separate dissertation ; but here it will be 
sufiicient to say, that almost every allusion and 
every epithet in the Poem, as well as the names, 
are selected from api»roved treat ist s, either origin- 
ally Persian or translated from the Sanserif, which 
contain as lively a display of genius, as human 
imagination ever exhibited. 

The last coujilet alludes to the celebrated place 
of pilgrimage, at (he confluence of the Gangi'c and 
Yamnh, which the Serem'aty, another saertd river, 
is supposed to join under ground. 



THE HYMN. 


Sweet grace of Brehma’s bed ! 

Thou, when thy glorious lord 
Bade airy nothing breathe and bless his powV, 
Satst with illumin’d head. 

And, in sublime accord, 

Scv’n sprightly notes, to hail th’ auspicious hour, 
Ledst from their secret bow’r: 

They drank the air ; they came 
With many a sparkling glance, 

And knit the mazy dance, 

Like yon bright orbs, that gird the solar flame, 
Now parted, now combinM, 

Clear as thy speech and various as thy mind. 

Young Passions at the sound 
In shadowy forms arose. 

O’er hearts, yet uncreated, sure to reign ; 

Joy, that o’erleaps all bound, * 

Gricf,«that in silence grows, 

Hope, that with honey blends the cup of pain, 
Pale Fear, and stern Disdain, 

Grim Wrath’s avenging band, 

Love, nurs’d in dimple smooth, 

That ev’ry pang can soothe 5 
But, when soft Pity her meek trembling hand 
StreteVd, like a new-born girl, 

Each sigh was musick, and each tear a pearl. 



A HYMN TO SERE5WATT. 
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Thee her great parent twns 
All-ruling Eloquence, 

That, like full Ganga, pours her stream divine 
Alarming states and thrones : 

To fix the flying sense 
Of words, thy daughters, hy the varied line 
(Stupendous art !) was Thine ^ 

Thine, with pointed ree-t 
To give primeval Truth 
Th^ unfading bloom of youth. 

And paint on deathless leaves high Virtue's meed : 

Fair Science, heav*n-bom child. 

And playful Fancy on thy bosom smil'd* 

Who bids the fretted Fene 
Start from his deep repose. 

And wakes to melody the quivVing frame ? 

What youth with godlike mien 
O’er his bright shoulder throws 
The verdant gourd, that swells with struggling flame i 
Na'red, immortal name ! 

He, like his potent Sire, 

Creative spreads around 
The mighty world of sound. 

And calls from speaking wood ethereal fire ; 

While to th’ accordatit strings 
Of boundless heav’ns and heav’niy deeds he sings, 

3ut look ! the jocund hours 
/ A lovelier scene display, 
young Hindol sportive in his golden swing 
High-canopied with flow’rs ; 

While Ragny^s ever gay 
*Toss the light cordage, and in cadence sing 
The sweet return of Spring; 



A HTMN TO SERESWATT. 

Here dark Virawer stands 9 
There Ramcary divine 
^ And fawn-eyed Lelit shine 9 
But stern Daysasha leads her warring bands » 

And slow in ebon clouds 
Ptimenjary her fading beauty shrouds. 

Ah ! where has Deipec vej’d 
His flame-encircled head ? 

Where flow his lays too sweet for mortal ears ? 
O loss how long bewaird! 

Is yellow Catnod fled ? 

And blythe Carmty vaunting o’er her peers ? 
Where stream Caydaras tears 
Intent on scenes above, 

A beauteous anchorite ? 

No more shall Daysa bright 
With gentle numbers call her tardy love ? 

Has Nctta^ martial maid, 

Lock’d in sad slumbers her sky-temper’d blade ? 


Once, when the vernal noon 
Blaz’d with resistless glare. 

The Sun’s eye sparkled, and a God was born : 

4 ie smil’d ; but vanish’d soon— • 

Tlien groan’d the northern air ; 

The clouds, in thunder mutt’ring sullen scom, 
Delug’d the thirsty corn. 

But, earth-bom artist, hold f 
If e’er thy soaring lyre 
To Deipech notes aspire, 

Thy strings, thybow’r,.thy breast witli rapture bold, 
Red lightningv shall consume; 

Nor can thy Weete^ song avert the doom. 



A HYMN TO SERESWATY- 


SIS 


See sky-form*d Mayoh descend 
In fertilising rain> 

Whilst in his hand a falchion gleams unsheathed f 
Soft nymphs his car attend^ 

And raise the golden grain. 

Their tresses dank with, dusky spikenard wreath’d : 

(A sweeter gale ne’er breath’d) 

Tenca witli laughing eyes 
And Gujry^s bloomy cheek, 

Melar ydth dimple sleek, 

On whose fiur front two musky crescents rise : 

While Dayscar his rich neck 
And mild Bhopuly with fresh jasmin deck* 

Is that the King of Dread 
With ashy musing face. 

From wliox' rnoon-silver’d locks faui’d CxtKGA springs 
’Tis Bit AIR AN, whose gay bed 
Five blushing damsels grace, 

And rouse old Autumn with immortal strings. 

Till ev’ry forest rings \ 

Beng'dy lotos-crow n ’d , 

V air aiy like the morn, 

Sindvy wdth looks of scorn. 

And Bhairavy^ her brov/ witli Chcmpcis bound j 
But Medhumddha % eyes 

Speak love, and from her breast pomegranates rise* 

Sing loud, ye lucid spimres ; 

Ye gales, more briskly play, 

ACkI wake with harmony tlic drooping meads : 

The cooler season cheers 
Each bird, that panting lay, 

And SiRY bland his dancing bevy leads 

Hymning celestial deeds ; ^ * 



A HYMN TO SERESWATY. Sl0 

• 

Marva with robes like fire, 

Vasant whose hair perfumes 
With musk its rich-eyed plumes, 

Asavery^ whom list’ning asps admire, 

Dkenasry^ flowh* of glades, 

And Malsryy whom the branching Atnra slxadcs. 

Id A Lc A us apart reclir^es 
Bedeck’d with hcav’n-struhg pearls, 

Bluc-niantlcd, wanton, drunk with youthful pride ; 

Nor Avith vain love repines, 

While softly- smiling girls 
]V'Iclt^)n his cheek orfroiick by his side, 

And wintry winds deride ; 

Sbamhhdwiy leads along 
C'jCitl'h with kerchief rent, 

And Ga:}ry winc-besprent, 

Warm (hi/icary^ and Held sweet in song, 

\\dv)m antelopes surround 

With smooth tall necks, and quaff the streaming sound* 

Noh deem these nuptial joys 
With lovely fruit imblest : 

No 5 from each God a:i equal race proceeds, 

From each eight blooming boys ; 

Wdio, their high birth confessid. 

With infant lips gave breath to living reeds 
In valleys, groves, and meads: 

Mark how they bound and glance ! 

Some climb the vocal trees, 

Some catch the sighing breeze, 

Some, like new stars, with twinkling sandals dance \ 

Some the young Shamma snare, 

Some warble wild, and some the burden bear. 
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These are thy wondVotis arts ; 

Queen of the flowing speech, 

Thence S EKES WATY nam’d and Va'ny bright ! 
Oh> joy of mortal hearts, 

Thy mystick wisdom teach ; 

Expand thy leaves, and, with ethereal light. 
Spangle the veil of night. 

If Lepit please thee moi^e, 

Or Bra'hmy, awful name, 

Dread Bra'hmy’s aid we claim. 

And thirst, V a^cde'vy, for thy balniy love 
Drawn from that rubied cave, 
liV'here meek^evM pilgrims hail the iripl.' wave* 



A HYMN 

G A N G A. 


VOL. XI. 


Y 



THE ARGUMENT. 


1 HIS poem would be rather obscure without geo- 
graphical notes ; but a short introductory expla- 
nation M'ill supply the place of them, and give less 
interruption to the reader. 

We are obliged to a late illustrious Chinese mo- 
narch named Can-ui', who directed an accurate 
survey to be made of Phtyid or (as it is called by 
the Arabs) Tebbut, for our knowledge, that a chain 
of mountains nearly parallel mihimaus, and called 
Canibsk by the Tartars, forms a line of separation 
between the sources of two vast rivers ; which, as 
we have abundant reason to believe, run at first in 
opposite directions, and, having finished a winding 
circuit of two thousand miles, meet a little below 
Dhdcd, so as to inclose the richest and most beauti- 
ful peninsula on earth, in which the British nation, 
after a prosperous course of brilliant actions in 
peace and war, have now the principal sway. These 
rivers are deified in India ; that, which rises on the 
wejiern edge of the mountain, being considered as 
the daughter of Maha'de'va or Siva, and the other 
as the son of Brahma'; their loves, wanderings, and 
nuptials are the chief subject of the following Ode, 
which is feigned to have been the work of a Bra'h- 
MEN, in an early age of Hindu antiquity, who, by 
a prophetical spirit, discerns the toleration and 
equity of the BltnsH government, and concludes 
with a prayer for its peaceful duration under good 
laios well administered. 
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After a general description of the Ganges, an 
acijount is given of her fabulous birth, like that of 
Pallas^ from tlie forehead of Sim^ the Jupiter Tb- 
nans and Genitor of the Latins ; and the creation 
of her lover by an act of Brahman will is the sub- 
ject of anothef stanza, in which his course is deli- 
neated through the country of Pdtyid^ by the name 
of Sanpd, or Supreme BlisSy where he passes near 
the fortress of Rimbid, the island of Pal tS or Yamhrd 
(known to be the seat of a high priestess almost 
equally venerated with the Goddess Bhawani) and 
Trashilhumbo (as a Potya or Tebbiitian would pro- 
nounce it), or the sacred mansion of the Lama next 
in dignity to that of PUnla, who resides in a city, 
to the south of the Sanpd, whicli the Italian travellers 
write Sgigatzhd, but which, according to the letters, 
ought rather to be written in a manner, that would 
appear still more barbarous in our orthography. 
The Brahmaputra is not mentioned again till the 
txvelfth stanza^ w^here his progress is traced, by 
very probable conjecture, through Rangam&ti, the 
ancient Rangamritkh or Rangamar, celebrated for 
the finest spikenard, and Srihat or Si ret, the Ser- 
rates of FMan, w^hence the fragrant ^essence ex- 
tracted from the Malobathrum, called Sdduh by the 
Persians, and Tijap&ira by the Indians, was carried 
by the Persian gulf to Syria, and from that coast 
into Greece and Italy, It is not, however, positively 
certain, that the Brahmaputra rises as it is here 
described :*two great geographers are decidedly oi 
opposite opinions on this very point \ nor is it im- 

Y 2 



324 


possible that the Indian river may be one arm of 
the Sanp^i and the Nau-cyan, another ; diverging 
from the mountains of Ashdin, after they have been 
enriched by many rivers from the rocks of Chum. 

I The fourth and fifth stanzas represent the God- 
dess obstructed in lier passage to the west by the 
hills of Emodi, so called from a Sanscrit word signi- 
fying snoa^, from which also are derived both Imaus 
and Him&laya or Hirnola.. The .sixth describes her, 
after her entrance into Hindustan through the 
straits of Cupala, flowing near Sambal, the Samha- 
laca of Ptolemy, famed for a beautiful plant of the 
like name, and thence to the once opulent city and 
royal place of residence, Cdnyaciccja, erroneously' 
named Calinipa.va by the Greeks, and Cmauj, not 
very accurately, by the modern Asiativks: here she 
is joined by the Calhmdi, and pursues her course to 
Praydga, whence the people of Bahdr were named 
Prasii, and where the Yamuna, having received the 
-Sfereszcrt// below Indraprest' ha or Dehli, and watered 
the poetical ground of Mat’huril and Agard, min- 
gles her noble stream with the Gangd close to the 
modern fort of Ilah&bdd. This place is considered 
as the confluence of three sacred rivers, and known 
by the name of Trixkni, or the three plaited locks-, 
from which a number of pilgrims, who there begin 
the ceremonies to be completed at Gayh, are con- 
tinually' bringing vases of water, which they pre- 
serve with superstitious veneration, and are greet- 
ed by all the Hindus, who meet them on their 
lytum. 
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Six of the principal rivers, which bring their 
tribute to the Ganges, are next enumerated, and 
ai«e succinctly described from real properties: thus 
^ the Gandac, which the Greeks knew by a similar 
, name, abounds, according to Giorgi, with troca- 
diks of enormous magnitude ; and the Mahanad'f 
runs by the plain of Gaurut once a populous dis- 
trict with a magnificent capital, from which the 
Bengalese were probably called Gangarid(e, but 
now the seat of desolation, and the haunt of wild 
beasts. From PrayAga she hastens to Casi, or as 
• the Muslimam name it, Benares-, and here oc- 
casion is taken to condemn the cruel and intolerant 
spirit of the crafty tyrant Aubangzi'b, wliom the 
Hindus oiCashrntr call Jurang Astir, -or the Demon, 
not the Ornament, of the Throne, She next bathes 
the skirts of Pataliputra, changed into Patna, 
which, both in situation and name, agrees better 
on the whole Vith the ancient Palibothra, than 
either Prayagrt, or Cdnyacuvja : if Megasthenes and 
the ambassadors of Seleucus visited tlie last-named 
city, and called it Palibothra, they were palpably 
inistaken. After this are introduced the beautiful 
hill of Muetigiri, or Mengir, and the wonderful 
pool ol' Sitd, which takes its name frofti the wife of 
R&ma, whose conquest of Sinhaldwip, or SilAn, and 
victory over the giant RAwan, are celebrated bv 
the immortal Valrnici, and by other epick poets of , 
India. 

The pleasant hills of CdligrAm and Ganga-pretdd 
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are then introduced, and give occasion to deplore 
and extol the late excellent Augustus Clevlakd, 
Esq. who nearly completed by lenity the glorious 
work, which severity could not have accomplished, 
of civilizing a ferocious race of Indians, whose 
^mountains were formerly, perhaps, a rocky island, 
or washed at least by that sea, from which the fer- 
tile champaign of Bengal has been gained in a 
course of ages. The western arm of the Ganges 
is called Bhdgirathi, from a poetical fable of a de- 
migod or holy man, named Bhagirat'ha, whose de- 
votion had obtained from Ska the privilege of 
loading after him a great part of the heavenly wa- 
ter, and who drew it accordingly in two branches; 
which embrace the fine island, now denominated 
from Khimbdzar, and famed for the defeat of the 
monster Sirdjuddaulah, and, having met near the 
venerable Hindu seminary of Nawackcip or Nediyd, 
flow in a copious stream by the several European 
settlements, and reach the Bay at an island which 
assumes the name of Sdgar, either from the Sea or 
from an ancient Raja of distinguished piety. The 
Sundarabam or Beautiful JV wds, an appellation tq 
which they are justly entitled, are incidentally men- 
tioned, as lying between the Bhdgirat'Ki and the 
Great River, or Eastern arm, which, by its junction 
vvith the Brahmdputra, forms many considerable 
islands ; one of which, as well as a town near the 
conflux, derives its name from Lacshnii, the GodT 
dess of Abundance. 
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It will soon be perceived, that the fom of the 
stanza, which is partly borrowed from Gray, and 
tp which he was probably partial, as he uses it six 
times in nine, is enlarged in the following Hymn 
by a line of fourteen syllables, expressing the 
long and solemn march of the great Asiatic 
rivers, 



THE HYMN 


How sweetly Gakga' smiles, and glides 
Luxuriant o’er her broad autumnal bed ! 

Her waves perpetual verdure spread, 

Whilst health and plenty deck her golden sides : 

As when an eagle, child of light. 

On Cambalah unmeasur’d height. 

By Potahi the pontiff’s throne rever’d. 

O’er her eyry proudly rear’d 

Sits, brooding, and her plumage vast expands. 

Thus Gang a' o’er her cherish’d lands, 

To BrahmeCs grateful race endear’d, 

Throws wide her fost’ring arms, and on her banks divine 
Sees temples, groves, and glitt’ring tow’rs, that in her crystal 
shine* 

Above the stretch of mortal ken, 

On bless’d Cailasas top, wnere ev’ry stem 
Glow’d with a vegetable gem, 

Mahe’sa stood, the dread and joy of men ^ 

While Pirvatli to gain a boon. 

Fix’d on his locks a beamy moon. 

And hid his frontal eye, in jocund play. 

With reluctant swim delay: 

All hature straight was lock’d in dim eclipse 
Till Brahmans pure, with hallow’d lips 
And warbled prayVs restor’d the day i 
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When Gakga' from his brow by heav’nly fingers jMtsM 
Sprang radiant, and descending grac’d the caverns of the west- 

* The sun’s car blaz’d, and laugh’d the mom ; ^ 

What time near proud Cantesa^s eastern bow’rs, 

(While Devath*s rain’d living flow’rs) 

A river*god, so Brahmh will’d, was bora, 

And roll’d mature his vivid stream 

Impetuous with celestial gleam.t 

The charms of Gang a', through all worlds proclaim’d. 

Soon his youthful breast inflam’d, 

But destiny the bridal hour delay’d ; 

Then, distant from the west’ring maid, 

■ He flow’d, now blissful Sanpl nam’d, 

By Palte crown’d with hills, bold Rmbu*$ tow’ring state. 

And where sage Trashilhumbo hails htt* Lamars form renate. 

But she, whose mind, at 5/Ws nod, 

The picture of that sov ’reign youth had seen. 

With graceful port and warlike mien, 

In arms and vesture like his parent God, 

Smit with the brtght idea rush’d. 

And from her sacred mansion gush’d, 

Yet ah ! with^ erring step — The western hills 
Pride, not pious ardour, Alls : 

• In fierce confed’racy the giant bands 
Advance with venom-darting handsj 
Fed by their.own malignant rills ; 

Nor could her placid grace their savage fury quell : 

The madding rifts and should’ring crags her foamy flood 
repell. 

Confusion wild and anxious wo 
Haunt your waste brow, she said, unholy rocks. 

Far fromnhese nectar-dropping locks ! 

But thou, lov’d Father, teach my waves to flow/* 
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Loud thunder her high birth confess’d ; 

Then iicom th’ inhospitable west 

She turn’d, and, gliding o’er a lovelier plain. 

Cheer’d the pearled East again : 

Through groves of nard she roll’d, o’er spicy reeds, 

Through golden vales and em’rald meads $ 

Till, pleas’d with Indra’s fair domain. 

She won through yielding marl her heav’n-directed way : 
With lengthen’d notes her eddies curl’d, and pour’d a blaze 
of day. 

Smoothly by SamhaPs flaunting bow’rs, 

Smoothly she flows, where Calimdi brings 
To Canyactwja^ seat of kings. 

On prostrate waves her tributary flow’rs 5 
Whilst Tamunhi whose waters clear 
Fam’d Indraprestha\ vallies cheer, 

With Sereswatt knit in mystick chain. 

Gurgles o’er the vocal plain 
Of Mathurhj by sweet BrindivofPs grove, 

Where G 6 pd*s love-lorn daughters rove. 

And hurls her azure stream amain. 

Till blest Praydgas point beholds three mingling tides. 
Where pilgrims on the far-sought bank drink nectar, as it glides, 

From Himola^ perennial snow. 

And southern Jess daring steep. 

Sonorous riyc|p5, bright though deep. 

O’er thirsty deserts youth and freshness throw. 

* A goddess comes,’ cried Gumti chaste. 

And roll’d her flood with zealous haste : 

H jr follow’d ^na with pellucid wave 
JDancing from her diamond cave. 

Broad Gogra^ rushing swift from northern hills. 

Red Gandacy drawn by crocodiles, 

(Herdsj^ drink wt tbere, nc«r, herdsmen, lave !} 
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Cosa, whos& bounteous hand NepSimn odot|r 

And Mahanadi laughing wild at ades» thxxmeSi a&4 hing^f 

* Thy temples, Ca'si', next she sought, 

And verdVous plains by tepid breezes fannM, 

Where health extends her pinions blandf 
Thy groves, where pious V&lmk sat and thought, ’ 

Where Vy&sa pour’d the stra^ sublime. 

That laughs at all«consuming» time. 

And Brahmans rapt the lofty Veda sing. 

Cease, oh ! cease — a nifEan king. 

The demon of his empire, not the grace, 

His ruthless bandits bids deface 

The shrines, whence gifts ethereal spring : 

So shall his frantick sons with discord rend liis throne. 

And his fair-smiling realms be sway’d by nations yet unv 
known. 

Less hallow’d scenes her course prolong ; 

But Cama<i restless pow’r, forbids delay : 

To Love all virtues homage pay. 

E’en stern religion yields. How full, how strong 
Her trembling panting surges run. 

Where PdtaWs immortal son 

To domes and turrets gives his awful name 

Fragrant in the gales of fame ! 

Nor stop, where Ra'ma, bright fe*om dire alarms, 

Sinks in chaste Stth^s constant arms, , 

While bards his wars and truth proclaim : 

There from a fiery cave the bubbling crystal flows, 

And Mucttgiry delightful lull, with mirth and beauty {jlows. 

Oh ! rising bow’rs, great Cafts boast, 

And thou, from Gangh nam’d, enchanting mount,* 

What voice your wailings can recount 
Borne by shrill echoes o’er ea^h howling coast, 
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When He, wlse^ Me your forests bloomt 
Shall sesd his eyes iron gloom ? 

Exalted youth ! The godless mountaineer, 

Roaming round his thickets drear. 

Whom rigour fir’d, nor legions could appall, 

I see before thy mildness fall. 

Thy wisdom love, thy justice fear : 

A race, whom rapine nurs’d, whom gory murder stains. 

Thy fair example wins to peace? to gentle virtue trains* 

But mark, where old Bhagirath leads 
(This boon his pray’rs of Mahadev obtain : 

Grace more distinguish’d who could gain ?) 

Her calmer current o’er his western meads. 

Which trips the fertile plains along, 

Where vengeance waits th’ oppressor’s wrong ; 

Then girds, fair Nawadwip^ thy shaded cells, 

Where the Pendit musing dwells \ 

Thence by th’ abode of arts and commerce glides, 

Till Sdgar breasts the bitter tides : 

While She, whom struggling passion swells. 

Beyond the labyrinth green, where pards by moonlight prowl. 
With rapture seeks her destin’d lord, and pours her mighty 
soul. 

Meanwhile o’er PotyiiTs musky dales, 

Gay Rangamarj where sweetest spikenard blooms. 

And ^iretf fam’d for strong perfumes, 

That, flung from shining tresses, lull the gales, 

Wild Brahmaputra winding flows, 

And murmurs hoarse his am’rous woes j 
Then? charming Ganga' seen, the heav’nly boy 
Rushes with tumultuous joy : 

(Can aught but Love to men br Gods be sweet ?) 

When she, the long4o$t youth to greet, 

Darlilf not as earth-born lovers toy, 
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But blending her fienco wavest and teeming vardaat isles ; 
While buxom Laabnii crowns their bed> and sounding ocean 
smiles. 

What name, sweet bride, will best allure 
Thy sacred ear, and give thee honour due ? 

VtshtiNped) ^ Mild Bhishmasu ? 

Smooth Suranimnaga ^ Trisro^ pure ? 

By that 1 call ? Its powV coafess ; 

With growing gifts thy suppliants bless, 

Who with full sails in many a light-oar’d boat 
On thy jasper bosom float j 
Nor frown, dread Goddess, on a peerless race 
With lib’ral heart and martial grace, 

Wafted from colder isles remote : , 

As they preserve our laws, and bid our terror cease, 

So be their darling laws preserv’d in wealth, in joy, in peace ! 
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I. I. 

bleathing^place of Alpheus dread, 

Ortygia, graceful hrznch of Syracuse renown^, 
Toung Diana’s rosy bed, 

Sister of Delos, thee, with sweet, yet If ty^ sound 

Bursting numbers call, to raise 

Of tempest-footed steeds the trophies glorious 

(Thus Etnean Jove we praise) j 

While Chromius^ car invites, and Nemea’s plain, 

iFor noble acts victorious 

To weave th’ encomiastick strain. 

1 . 2 . 

From prospering Gods the song begins ; 

Next hails that godlike man and virtue’s holy meeds : . 
He the flow’r of greatness wins. 

Whom smiling fortune crowns i and vast heroick deeds 
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£y*iy muse delights to sing* 

Now wake to that /air isle the splendid story* 
Which the great Olympian king, 

Jov£,gave to Prosperpxne, and.wavMhis locks 
Vowing, that, supreme in glory. 

Fam’d for sweet fhiits and nymjfti-Uv^J rocks. 


h S. 

Sicilia’s full nutricious breast 

With tow’r’d and wealthy cities he would crown* 

Her the son of Saturn bless’d 

With suitors brazen-arm’d for war’s renown 

By lance and hery steed ; yet oft thy leaves, 

Olympick olive, bind their hair 

In wreathy gold. Great subjects I prepare ; 

But none th’ immortal verse deceives* 


IL 1. 

C/t in the portals was I plac’d 

Of that guest-loving man, and pour’d the dulcet strain 
Where becoming dainties grac’d 
His hospitable board ; for ne’er with efforts vain 
Strangers to his mansion came : 

And thus the virtuous, when detraction rages. 

Quench with liberal streams her flame. 

Let each in virtue’s path right onward press. 

As each his art engages. 

And, urg’d by genius, win success* 


IL 2. 

Laborious action Strength applies, 

And wary conduct. Sense: the future to foresee , 
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Nature gives to few, the wise. 

Agesidamus’ son, she frankly gave to thee 
Powerful might and wisdom deep. 

I* seek not in dark cells the hoarded treasure 
Groveling with low care to keep^ 

But» as wealth flows, to spread it ; and to hear 
Loud fame, with ample measure 
Cheering my friends, since hope, and fear 

II. 3. 

Assail disastrous men. The praise 
Of Hercules with rapture I embrace : 

On the heights, which virtues raise. 

The rapid legend old his name shall place ; 

For, when he brooked no more the cheerless gloom ^ 

And burst into the blaze of day. 

The child of Jove with his twin-brother lay, 

Refulgent from the sacred womb. 

III. 1. 

Not unobserv’d the godlike boy 

By Juno gol deft- thron’d the saffron cradle press’d ; 

Straight heav’ii’s queen with furious joy 

Bade hideous dragons fleet th’ unguarded floor infest : 

They, the portals op’ning wide. 

Roll’d through the chamber’s broad recess tretnendousy 
And in jaws fire-darting tried 
Theslumb’ring babe to close. He, starting lights 
Rear’d his %old head stupendous^ 

And first in battle prov’d his might. 

III. 

With both resistless hands he clasp’d 

Both struggling horridp^stSy and cloth’d their necks with death; 
They expiring, as he grasp’d. 

Pour’d from their throats compress’d the envenom’d * 
breath. 


% 2 
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Horror seiz’d the female train. 

Who near Alcmena’s genial couch attended J 

She, from agonizing pain 

Yet weak, unsandaPd unmantled rush’d. 

And her lov’d charge defended. 

Whilst he the monsters crush’d. 

in. s. 

Swift the Cadmean leaders ran 
In brazen mail precipitately bold : 

First Amphitryon, dauntless man, 

Bar’d his rais’d falchion from its sheathing gold. 

While griding anguish pierc’d liis jiutPrmg breast ; 

For private woes mo^t keenly bite 
Self-loving man ; but soon the heart is light, 

With sorrow, not its own, oppress’d. 

rv. 1. 

Standing in deep amazement wild 

With rapt’rous pleasure mix’d, he saw th’ enormous force. 
Saw the valour of his child : 

And fated heralds prompt, as heav’n had shap’d their course. 
Wafted round the varied tale ; 

Then call’d he from high Jove’s contiguous region, 

Him, whose warnings never fail, 

Tiresias MW, who told, in dktion sage. 

The chief and thronging legion 
What fortunes must his boy engage \ 


IV. 2. 

What lawless tyrants of the wood, 

irhat serfents he would slay, what monsters of the main, 

What proud foe to human* good. 

The worst of monstrous forms, thathdy manhood stainf 
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His huge arm to death would dash : 

How, when heav’n‘s host, o’er Phlegra’s champaign hasiingf 

With embattled giants rash 

Vindictive warr’d, his pond’rous mace would storm 

With dread/ul strokes wide-wastingy 

And dust their glitt’ring locks deform, 

>IV,, k 

He told ; and how in blissful peace 
Through cycles infinite of gliding time. 

When his mortal task should cease, 

Sweet prize of perils hard and toil sublime, 

In gorgeous mansions he should hold entranc’d 
Soft Hebe, fresh with blooming grace, 

And crown, exalting his majestick race, 

The bridal feast near Jove advanc’d. 




EXTRACT 


FROM THE 

BHIISHANDA RAMATAN. 


The beautiful and lofty mountain, called Neil, 
or azure, has a pointed fummit of pure gold : 
the holy trees, Peipel, Ber, and Pacr, flourifh 
on its brow •, and its top is crowned with a pool 
of water (hining like diamonds of exquisite bril- 
liancy : clear, frefli, and fweet ftreams, difplay- 
ing a rich variety of colours, flow from all fides 
of it ; and thoufands of birds warble rapturous 
lays among the facred brancljes, Here the Crow 
Bhu'shanda', who had been adorned with 
many virtues, and difgraced by many vices, who 
h^d lived in every part of the univerfe, and knew 
all events from the beginning of time, had fixed 
his abode. Under the Pe;pel, he meditated on the* 
divinity : under the Pacr he poured forth invo- 
cations: under the fliade of the Ber he cfianted 
the ftory of Vishn ; to hew which the feathered 
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inhabitants of woods and of waters afiembled 
around him ; and even Mahadayo, in the 
form of the largt •white-flumdyiK%fl\., perched 
on a bough, was delighted with liftening to the 
adventures of the all-good and all-powerful 
Ram. 

To this mountain tne fage Eagle Gerhur, 
eflence of all amiable qualities, who ftands near 
Vijhn himfelf, and is ridden by that ftupendous 
God, haftily took his flight, and was relieved, 
on beholding it, from the cares, which before op- 
prefled him : he bathed his pinions in the pool, 
and refreflied his beak with a draught of the hal- 
lowed water. Juft as Bhujhandd was opening 
his divine hiftory, the king of air appeared in 
his prefence : the winged alTembly paid him re- 
f^>cdful homage, faluted him with folemn ex- 
preftions of reverence, and then, addrefling him 
with fweet words of affeilion, placed him on a 
feat becoming his high dignity. 

“ Monarch of birds, began the Crow, the fight 
“ of thee tranfports me with joy, fignify to me 
“ thy commands j and inform me what induce- 
“ ment has brought thee to the manfion of thy 
'* fervant.” 

“ Brother, anfwered Gerar, the purpofe of my 
“ vifit was in part anfwered by my firft view of 
“ thy charming retreat ; and the doubts, which 
“ thou alone ceuldft have removed from this 
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** breaft, are now almoft wholly difperfed: but 
“ liften to my recital. 

“ When the fonof Ra'w an, the giant, with a 
“ thoufand arms, had bound Ram with a fnake 
“ difcharged from his bow, Naked commit. 
“ boned m^ to difentanglp the celeftial warriour; 
“ and the commiffioh was executed with faithful 
“ difpatch ; but pride arofe in my heart ; and 
“ confidering that even mortals are exempt 
“ through devotion, from the .{hackles of terror, 
“ I concluded that, if Ram had in truth been a 
“ deity of boundlefs power, he could never have 
“ been made captive by the fold of a reptile. 
“ All pight was I difturbed by thefe embarralfing 
“ reflexions ; and my arrogance, as the deliverer 

of a god, attained fuch a height, that my rea- 
“ fon had nearly forfaken me ; I retained, how- 
“ ever, fenfe enough to feek a folution of my 
“ doubts ; and, haftening to my wife employer 
“ Ndred, laid open to him the fecret of my 
“ bofom. 

“ Thgu art fallen, faid the fon of Brehma', 
“ with a compalTionate afpeift, into the Jhares of 
■“ pajfon, from ivhich the moji virtuous, when they 

jail to exert their underjlandings, cannot befe~ 
“ cure : that appearance, by which thou hajl been 
“ caught, was only the Ma ya', or deception of 
“ Vijhn, which has often deluded even me. To 
** give thee perfeJl relief exceeds my power: go 
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** to the palace of my father and implicitly follow 
*' his £re£lio7U, 

** With all imaginable fwiftncfs I flew toth'e 
“ heaven of Brebmi» giving praifes to my lord 
“ and rider Fijhn, and explained to the benign 
God, the grounds of my perplexity. The 
Creator flood awhile , in filence, refleding on 
“ the glories of Rdm^ and the force of his illu- 
“ lions ; then, leaving his meditation, “ It is no 
‘‘ wonder, faid he, ilut thou haji been deceived by 
“ a power, from which /, at the very time of the 
“ creation, was -not exempt. Ram has tried thee 
by a delufive appearance', and, when thou hadft 
“ uniwijted the living chain, which entangled him, 
“ thou fatft all night elated with pride, and con~ 
“ templating thy own prowefs, Haften,' there- 
“ fore, to the palace of Maha'dayo, than whom 
“ no deity better knows the fupremacy of 
" Ra'm : he will diflipate thy forrows. 

“ His words were inftantly followed by my 
“ flight towards Cailds, but I met the deflroying 
“ power near the maijfion of Cobayr, the 
“ wealthy genius of the north. Having liflened 
benignantly to my narrative, he thus inftruded 
“ ;ne: ‘ Thou art under the influence of a ftrong 
‘‘ palfion, from which no difeourfe of mine can 
“ fo foon relk^e thee, as the converfation of re- 
“ ligious perfons, and ferious attention to the 
hiftory of Vijhn, related by pious Munys in 
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** fwcet accents. Without converling with the 
** religious, the noble deeds of the preferving 
“ power cannot be known ; without that know- 
ledge, the pafiions cannot be conquered; 

“ without that conqueft, true devotion cannot 
“ be acquire*!! ; and without that acquifition, 

“ whatever facrifices may be performed, or cere- 
“ monies obferved, God will never be feen by 
man. Fly, O GerCr, to the regions of the 
“ weft, and pioufly attend, with birds of inferior 
■ “ wing, to the achievements of Ram ; as they 
“ will be related by the wife habitant of the 
“ azure mountain, the virtuous Bhufandd : the 
“ relation will fubdue thy palBon, and wholly 
“ difpel thy forrows. Expeft not a remedy 
from me ; fince thou haft entertained proud 
“ thoughts concerning Ram, by whom I have 
“ been highly favoured : belides, one bird will 
“ convey inftru<ftion more efFedually to another 
“ bird in their common dialed.’ 

“ Not a moment was loft by me in feeking 
“ thy delightful abode ; ‘and the fight of it al- 
“ moft entirely deftroyed my pride with its bit- 
“,ter, but certain, fruit, afhidion. Complete 
my recovery, beloved brother, by reciting t^e 
“ facred ftory of Ram." 

The devout Btujhandd complied immediately 
with his requeft ; and having pronounced an * 
culogium on the incarnate God, began with 
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an account of his Avat<fr^ or Defcent j and 
then related the adventures of his childhood, 
the aiSlions of his youth, and the circumfttnces 
of his marriage with Sei'ta'. He next in- 
formed the attentive eagle, how the machina- 
tions of B'ha'rt, the half-brother of jR^w, 
and of Caycai', his ftep-mother, induced king 
Jesret, his father^ to fend him into the woods, 
while the whole nation in agony mourned his 
lofs; how Lech’hmen, his affedlonate bro- 
ther, infilled on accompanying him in exile ; 
how they meditated on Providence in a great 
forell, and afterwards pafled the Ganga to preach 
lelTons of devotion in populous towns ; he pro- 
ceeded to the death of the old Raja, the peni- 
tence of B'bdrt, and his journey in piirfuit of 
Ram, who, after long and earncft folicitation, 
returned to Ayodhya, where he lived with the 
fplendour of a divinity : he told, how Ram again 
retired among the thickets, and there gave in- 
flrudions to hermits and reverend ; how 

Lech' bmen was provoked to disfigure ,a giantefs, 
and flay two giants, the filler and kinfipen of 
Rd’wan ; how that imperious demon violently 
fi ized the incomparable Seita, and bore her cap- 
tive to the place of his tyrannous empire, the 
ifle of Lanca'j how Ram, afflided to excefs, 
pafled the whole rainy feafon upon a mountain, 
having contraded'a friendlhip with the race of 
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Apes^ and appointed their chief, Heno'man, 
fon of the wind, to* the command of his new- 
raifed army; how they difcovered the bower of 
Afoca\*, ia which Seltd was confined ; how a 
•vaft bridge was ereflied by them over the fea, 
from which Jfenutnan leaped into the ifland, con* 
foled the faithful Seitd, and fet fire to the gardens 
of Rdwan ; who, in a ^elperate engagement, 
was routed and flain by Ram ; laftly, how the 
divine conqueror revifited his country, reftored 
.to joy its difconfolate inhabitants, conferred high 
honours on the learned Brahmens, treated his 
preceptor Ba'sisht with fuch reverence, that 
he drank the water in which he had wafhed 
the feet bf the Muny, and inftrudted the humble 
B’kdrt in celeftial knowledge ; how the Ranys 
and high-born damfels, having bathed the 
lovely Seita, decorated her with ineftimable 
jewels, and offered her holy curds in golden 
bafons, crowned with branches of T^ulfy ; how 
the princes of the apes, and other warlike 
beafts, aflumed the moll beautiful human forms ; 
how men bf all ranks, who flocked lo the palace, 
forgetting their homes, as the pious forget their 
enemies, concurred in finging the praifes of 
their king, while the gods rained flowers froih. 
heaven on the delighted aflembly. 

“ The ‘fellivals and entertainments,” tidded 


• Jonefia of Doilor Roxburgh- 
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tbe crow, on his receiving the facred mark of 
vermilion, and afcending the throne with 
•* thou fawft, O monarch of the air, and waft 
“ enraptured with devout joy j for Brahma^ 
“ Mahddayo, Ndred^ and other deities, attended 
** them ; nor wouldft thou be abfeq^t on fo lignal 
** an occaflon, Duriiig this reign, no terrors 
** alarmed, or forrows rent, the bofoms of his 
** votaries j all was love, piety, concord ; the 
name of vice was unknown or unheard ; none 
were then infirm, none ignorant, none dif- 
** trcffed i fweet and falutary liquors flowed from 
** every tree ; perpetual bloflToms laughed on the 
“ ftalks, and perpetual fruit hung glittering from 
the branches ; a cool placid gale blew ‘without 
“ ceafing; the birds charmed each forcft with 
“ aereal melody ; and animals, the moft oppo- 
“ fite in their kinds, lived together, like the ve- 
** nerable cow with her own calf, in perfedk 
“ amity, and even tendernefs. Such were the 
“ bleflings derived by mankind from Ram, 
“ whofe prefence 'rendered the filver age equal 
“ in virtue and happinefs to that of gdd'* 

As foon as Bufunda had concluded his nar- 
ration : “ O adorable Ram," exclaimed the eagle, 

I revere thee for thy power, and love thee for 
** thy goodnefs ! Hadft thou not been pleafed to 
** raife doubts in my mind, and, by thy divine 
*^vMdyd, to beguile me into the fin of pride, 
** how fhould I have been dire^ed to this noble 



LAST BOOK OF IHE RAm^AN. 6Sl 


mbuntain ? How fhould I have heard the 
** recital of thy glorious adtions ? How Ihould 
*‘,the ardent love of thee have been kindled in 
“ my bofom ?” 

, ** Me too,” faid the crow, “ has Ram exalted, 

“ by procurijig me the honour of being thus 
** confulted by the foyereigti of birds. To thee 
** his aiFe£tion has been ^gnally manifefted ; and 
“ thou mayeft now ceafe to wonder, that the 
“ moft eminent among the deities, and the moft 
“ virtuous RiJhySj have fallen under the domi- 
“ nion of the paffions. What being exifts, but 
“ God, who was never feduced by the love of 
“ wealth ; whom nothing has provoked to wrath, 
“ or lliriiulated to vengeance ; whom the plea- 
“ fures of youth have not allured, nor female 
‘‘ beauty fmitten with the fhafts of large and 
“ languifhing eyes? Who can boaft of a conftant 
“ exemption from groundlefs terrors and unavail- 
“ ing grief? Whofe fame has never been blemifli- 
ed by pride ? Whom has ambition never cap- 
“ tivated with falfe views of ^eatnefs ? All thefe 
“ temptations and blandifhments are the daugh- 
“ ters of iVfayi, with whofe fafeinations, diffufed 
lover the world, ViJIm deludes all creatures for 
“ their ultimate advantage. He is the being df. 
beings, one fubftance in three forms ; without 
mode, without quality, without pafllon j im- 
** menfe, incomprdienfible, infinite, indivifible. 
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*\immutaHe, iQcorpoix4> irrqfiftible : His ope- 
rations no mind can conceive ; and his will 
moves all the inhabitants of the univerfe, as 
puppets are moved by ftrings. The pious, 
“ whom he loves, as a mother loves her only 
infant, rejoice in his government, and exult in 
“ his glory ; while the irreligious, who are 
“ proud, ignorant, captious, and madly impute 
to Ram the confequences of their own ftupi- 
“ dity, vainly afflid themfelves, and view all 
“ objeds in falfe colours ; as they, whofe eyes 
“•are inflamed, fuppofe the moon alfo to be red: 
“ their folly would make them believe, that the 
“ fun rifes in the weft, and their fears agi- 
‘‘ tate them, like fmall barques tofledrby the 
“ waves. Were the firmament illumi.ned by 
“ fixteen moons, yet, if no fun rofe, the ftars 
“ would not difappear : thus, without religion 
“ and humility, vice and error cannot be dif- 
■ “ perfed. As an illuftration of thefe truths, 
“ hear, O Gcrur, the ftory of my life ; and mark 
“ the sad efieds of- my fin. 

“ When Ram was Born in AuJh, J repaired 
“ eagerly to his birthplace, attended him five 
“ years with alfiduity, contemplating his beau- 
‘^itiful features, and receiving happinefs from 
“ the of his eye. He ufed to laugh 

“ when I approached him, and when I departed, 
“ to weep : fometimes he tried to feize me by 
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tlie feet, and flied tears if I flew out of hia 
** reach. Can thisy I thought, can this be the ruler 
the univerfe ? Thus was I entangled by his 
illuiion, and my mind was perplexed with 
■“ doubts ; I became fad and penfive ; but the 
“ divine infant laughed at my diftrefs. On* 
day, he ran fuddenly totatch me ; but feeing 
“ his body black and hi^feet ruddy, I took my 
“ flight aloft with inexpreflible agitation ; he 
“ ftretched out his arm, and how high foever I 
_ flew, the fame arm purfued me at an equal 
“ diftance. As foon as I reached the heaven of 
“ BrahmUy I looked back, and ftill law behind 
“ me the arm of Vijhn j amazed and flupefied, I 
' “ clofed‘ my eyes in a trance, and found my- 
“ felf, when I opened them, near the city of 
“ Ayodhya. 

“ On my return to the palace of Jefrety I 
renewed my homage to Ram ; but he made a 
“ fport of my confuflon, which was fo great, 
that, as he laughed, I flew into his mouth ; 
there I faw myriads of heavens infinitely Ipen- 
did, myriads of BraSma'^ and •Mahadayo'sy 
** myriads of funs, moons, and ftars, gods and 
goddeire8,R4/d’s and Rdny\, and gazed beneath 
“ me on this vaft earth, girt with multitudinoufc. 

feas, veined with rivers, clothed with forefts, 

“ and peopled with numberlefs animals. Arihun- 
“ dred complete years I dwelled in each heaven ; 

VOL. XI. A A 
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and travcrfmg them all, was dazzled with thexf 
“ endlefs and uniitterable glories ; but, whither- 
ibever I lhaped my cdurfe, I beheld one only, 
Ra'm, the fame lovely infant, whofe idea was 
“ imprefled indelibly on my mind. 

" ** Having fpent a wonderful period of revolv- 
“ ing ages in this ethereal jaunt, I returned to 
“ my own habitation ; where I heard, that Kam 
“ was become incarnate, and, haftening to the 
“ place of his birth, I enjoyed the rapture of 
“ beholding him : yet was my heart ftill agitated 
“ by a dorm of paffions, and a thoufand cares 
arofe in my bread. 'Ram, knowing what 
“ anxiety his deceptions had produced, again 
“ laughed, and I flew out of his mouth into 
“ open air. On finding that I had rambled over 
“ fo many worlds, and feen fo many wonders in 
“ fo few minutes, and on confidering the power 
“ of the divine fpirit, I fell breathlefs to the 
“ ground ; at length : ‘ Have pity, faid I, have 
“ pity on me ; and^.ceafe, O thou, who rewarded 
“ the devout! ceafe to delude and pieve thy 
humiliated votary.” The deity then perceiv- 
ing my unfdgned anguifh, fufpended the in- 
fluence of his Mata, placed his hands with 
gentlenefs on my head, relieved at once my 
“ folicitude ; and, having mildly heard a fervent 
“ effufion, which I pronounced with weeping 
eyes, commanded me to a& for whatever 1 
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•* moft delired : I taiked for true piety towards 
him ; and he gave it with gracious praife, added 
** to heavenly benedidions. Adore, thereforei 
“ and invoke perpetually that invifible bang, 
who, having no fhape, is defctibed in the 
F oyds by* a fimilitude, and compared to* a 
bottomlefs ocean of innumerable virtues.” 

“ How falutary,” faid Geritr^ “are the lefibns 
of a fpiritual inftruftor ! If a hundred Brahmas 
and a hundred Mabadayos had affifted me, 
I fhould not have been fo effedtually re- 
“ licvcd.” 

After a long converfation between BufundaxiA. 
his penitent vifitor, in which they reciprocally 
told their moft interefting adventures, the crow 
difcourfed more at large on the grandeur of 
Rdniy and the bleffings of the age, in which he 
appeared on earth. “ Very different,” con- 
tinued he, “'will be the Cal Tugy or age of 
impurity! Then (hall priefts, kings, and fub- 

I 

“ je<fts, be wholly abandoned to vice ; neglecting 
** holy rites, and the due obfervance of ranks ; 
** not confidering genuine piety, as the true and 
“ invaluable gem, which all ought to feek : fuch 
“ as babble fafteft will be dignified with the title 
“ of Pendits ; and fuch as relate moft untMl^, 
with the epithet of virtuous j they who wear 
“ necklaces of beads, and the drefs of GofainSy' 
“ will be reverenced as obfervers of infpired 

A A 2 
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“ fcripture ; and ■ they who JiifFer their nails to 
“ grow unpared, and their hair uncut, or ftand 
“ longeft on one leg, holding the other in thei» 
“ hand, as devout Senniyafys: the low caft of 
“ Shudrs will have Brahmens for their difciples^ 
“ and prefume to wear the fame oord ; while 
“ the Brahmens will difiinguifhed only by 
“ that mark, which they will be fure to difplay 
“ uncovered; they will be illiterate, covetous, 
“ luxurious, inobfervant of rites, and refembling 
bulls without their tails ; dilEpating the pro-^ 
perty, not the ignorance, or uneafinefs, of 
their pupils ; and even parents will inftrudt 
“ their children in gluttony, not in religion. 
“ Then will Rajas be mercilefs, and profligate, 
“ putting Brahmens to death, and continually 
racking or amercing their fubje(9:.‘i numbers of 
“ w'hora will die through want, fince famine will 
“ from time to time defolate whole provinces j 
“ the clouds will fhed no rainj and the ground 
‘‘ will yield no return for the grains it has re- 
ceived :• yet, even in fhis debated age, the mi- 
“ ferable race of men may be faved by affedion- 
** ate devotion towards Ram^ not appearing in 
“ external ads, but glowing in the recelTes of 
^ tfee heart.” 

“ The difordcrs of that age,” faid the eagle, 
“ will, indeed, be as terrible, as the remedy is 
delightful, and certain.” 
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. ** Happy,” faid Shujhunda^ “ Will be they, 
** who faithfully apply it ; but the domination 
^ of pride is more or lefs abfolute in every hu- 
• “ man breaft : this abominable fin caufed the 
“ many changes of my form, and my condemn- 
“ ation to af lonely refidence among the rocksT 
“ In a temple of J^^ahddayo I flood invok- 
ing his name, when the guide of my youth, 
“ my inftruiflor in religious duties, entercd'it 
“ with true humility ; yet fuch was my arro- 
“ gance, from a vain conceit of my own piety 
“ and knowledge, that I made him no falutation^ 
“ and fliowed him no refpeft. He opened not 
his lips, nor was he moved to anger by my 
“ prefumption ,• but the God, whom we adored, 
“ bore it not fo mildly, and in a tremendous 
“ voice from above, thundered againfl me a fen- 
“ tence of perpetual mifery. This dreadful 
judgement threw my indulgent preceptor into 
“ an agony of grief; his limbs trembled, his 
“ tongue faultered ; and falling himfelf on 
“ the earth, with clafpad hands, he fupplicated 
“ for a mitigation of my doom. * Such benig- 
“ nity, and zeal, could not but appeafe the 
“ wrathful divinity, who fpoke thus from the 
“ fummit of Cdilds: ‘ Juflice requires th^l^& 
** tifement of this proud mortal, but tl\y piety 
has procured a remiffion of its greatefl p^ns. 
He fhall fufFer a thoufand tranfinigrations, and 
in all of them fhall exift without pleafure,, but 
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‘5 not "without wifHom; he.fhall be a conftant 
^ adorer of Vifin^ and, again ihall afliduoufly 
“ invoke my name. This bleffing, too, £haJl 
♦‘attend him: he ihali be loved by all.’ On 
f* leaving my human lhape by death, I was re- 
‘^bom in that of a ferpent; and‘ in all my 
“ metamorphofes, continued to worlhip Mabd^ 
“ dayOi by whofe grace I left each bpdy> as a 
f‘ man puts off his old vefture. 

** After many changes 1 became a Brahmen^ 
but the feeds of pride ftill germinating in my 
heart, I diiliked the inftrudtions of my father, 
“ and retiring to the woods and mountains, me- 
ditatcd inceffantly on the attributes of God ; 
there I heard the difcourfes of a venerable 
“ B.icjhyt with whom I had the boldnefs to con- 
“ tend in argument, and to maintain the prefer- 
ence of devotion towards the vi/ibk, or incar- 
“ mte^ over that towards the invijibk deity. The 
“ fage, irritated by my obftinate prefumption, 
loft for a while the command of his temper, 
‘‘ and uttered an imprecation, in confequence of 
‘‘ which I thUs exift as a bird of the loweft race ; 

V but Mahadsyo, having calmed his difturbed 
inteilwa, he repented of his anger, and when 
'ife?irdaaed my prcfent figure, confoled me with 

V tender expreffions, gave me the Mentr, or 
“ Incantation of Rami adyifed me. to attend th^ 
U. God in . his infancy, and afterwards to feek this 
I* fttirenaent, in which I have Ipent myriads of 
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** years: he concluded with a benizon, ppolunned. 
** by a voice from heaven, faying : ‘ Qra0t44 
be the wifhes of the pious !” 

. “ Here has my opinion been more and more 

* ** deeply fixed, that the ignorant •who negle^. 
“ tlie cow Ca'md hen, fource of all true felicity, 
“ and afpire only to ^tifual gratifications, re- 
“ femble thofe who go fearching for the herb 
“ acufi, but only dcfire its milk } that men with- 
out religion, are like thofe who try to pafs the 
“ ocean without a fliip ; and that, although the 
“ human foul be an immortal emanation from 
“ the divinity, they who are fwayed by their 
** paffions, become like parrots in a cage, or apes 
“ confined by a chain. Not fo the religious, 
“ who *ftudy the Fayds^ and perform good ac- 
tions ; they referable cows depafturing green 
plains, whofe udders are diftended with milk, 

“ with which the hcrdfinan fills his bowl ; then, 

“ having boiled it, he lets it cool in the frelh air, 
turns it into curd, and beats it into delicious 
butter. Piety is the fire, which incrcales the 
« goodnefs of the milk, burning away the Aains 
** of vice ; and repentance cpnilitutes the butter, 

** which being converted into oil, fupplies thp 
lamp of the underftanding, by which d^le 
books are perufed, and luminous truths oifco- 
vered.* Then the propitious gods delight to co- • 
^ operate with mortals ; in eadiof whofe corporeal 
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fcnfes are many lattices, ■•where the dehiea 
** continually keep watch ; and, if the foul un- 
“ warily leaves them open to the hot envenomed 
“ wind of temptation, a fincere invocation of 
“ thofe heavenly guardians will preferve the pre- 
** cious light from total extindion.’ ' 

“ The tranfported eagle attentively heard the 
fublime dodrines of Bufunda, and requefted 
“ him to complete the leflbn, by defining the 
“ moft excellent of natural forms, the higheft 
** good, the chief pain and pleafure, the greateft 
•wickednfs, and the fevereft punilhment. 

“ I will then deferibe them,’ anfwered the 
** crow, * with precifion. In the three^worlds, 
empyreal, terreftrial, and infernal, no form ex- 
“ cels the human ; fupreme felicity on earth, con- 
lifts in genuine piety, and contempt of 'worldly 
“ advantages the higheft enjoyment is the con- 
verfation of the devout, and virtuous ; the 
“ keeneft/<r/« is infiided by extreme poverty \ 
worft of fins is mebaritabknefs, and the un- 
“ charitable, who never fail to blafpheme the 
“ deities, and contemn the Vayds, lhall be pu- 
“ nifhed in the profoundeji hell ; while the de- 
fpifers of their fpiritual guides, fliall eternally 
^ as frogs ; of the Brahmens, as cro'ws ; of 
the pious, as night-ravens of other men, as 
‘ “ bats : fuch miferies are the fruit of ungovern-. 
♦* ed paflion !’ 
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How fhould he,’ continued BufunMt ‘ who 
loves all men, and whom all men love, be 
** torn by afflidtion ; or he be neceflitous, who 
•“ poflefles the ftone Paras ? How can they who 
“ hate their neighbours, be free from terror; or 
how can* the voluptuous be ultimately free 
“ from pain ? How jan that country profper, 
“ in which Brahmens are injurioufly treated ? or 
“ how fhall that kingdom ftand, in which juftice 
“ is not adminillered ? How can he fail of fuc- 
“ cefs, who ads with circumfpedion ? How 
“ (hall they be tormented with gloomy appre- 
“ henfions, who defpife not the virtuous ? How 
“ fliall^he be refeued from perdition, who feduccs 
“ the wife of another ? or he live happily, who 
‘‘ murmurs at Providence ? Who can be glorified 
“ without merit ? and who can be diflionoured 
“ without blame ? How, laftly, can fin dwell in 
“ him, who liftens to the ftory, and pours forth 
“ the praifes of R \'m ? No happinefs can equal 
“ the pure devotion of his gdorers.” 
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THE follovuns^ frni;monts wore snlnnittcd to Hie 
piirusal of a friond"^, and are now publislicd at his 
rccoinnicndation, coimiih iicated to tlic^ Editor m 
the follow ing terms ; 

I'lic fragments submitted to my penisah consist 
of translations of passages ii^ the Vc'das, and ap- 
pear to be mat<n'i*ils selected by Sir William 
Jones for the elucidation of a DisscTtatioii ‘ On 
the Primitive Re/ighm of the Hindus.'* d ins Dls- 
sertation was professedly intended, ^ to rnnoLC 
the veil from the supposed mysiej'ks of the primcail 
hidian Religion and it is much to be regretted, 
that it Avas never completed, and that the frag- 
ments, vHiich are extremely curious and intc r- 
estiiig, cannot be published with that elucidation 
"which they would Jjave nToived from the ])eu 
" of the translator. I recommend, however, the 
" publication of them, as wt*ll as of the following 
" extract.” 


* Lord Ttignmouth. 
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KxtraB front a Dijfertation on the ptimkive 
Religion of ibe Hindus, 

* * * but that I may not 

feem to appropriate* tJfe merit of difcoveriea 
which others have previoufly made, I think it 
neceflary to fay, that the original Gayatri, or 
holieft verfe in the Veda, has already been pub- 
iilhed, though very incorredly, by Fra Manuel 
da AJfomcaon, a fuccefsful mifliohary from Por- 
fugal, who may have received it, as his country- 
men ai?ert, from a converted Brahman', that 
the fan\e venerable text was feen in the hand of 
Mr, Wilkins, who no doubt well underftood 
it, by two Pandits of my acquaintance; and 
that a paraphrafe of it in Persian may be found 
in the curious work of Djirashucuh, which 
. deferves to be mentioned very particularly. 
That amiable, but impolitic prince, who facri- 
ficed his* throne, and his life, to a premature 
declaration of his religious opinions, had em- 
ployed fix months, as he tells us, at Banaras, in 
tranflating, and explaining, fifty-one Upanijha^ 
or fecrets of the old Indian feripture; Itadfhs. 
tranflatei^ only the verbal interpretation of his 
Pandits, and blended the text of the Feda^ with 
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different gfofTes, and even with the converlation* 
1 believe, of his living Hindu expofitors, who 
are naturally fo loquacidlis, that when they have 
began talking, they hardly know how to cloft 
their lips. 

Of this book I procured, with the affiftance of 
Ctdonel Polier, a comp^«e copy, colleftcd by a 
feamed RajJ^ named Anandarim^ with whom 
the Colonel was very intimate : but though fub- 
lime, and majeftick, features of the original were 
difcernible, in parts, through folds of the Perjian 
drapery ; yet the Sanfcrit names were fo barba- 
roufly written, and the additions of the tranf- 
lator has made the work fo deformed, that 1 
refolved to poftpone a regular perufal of it till 
I could compare it with the Sanfcrit original 
%%%%%% » »-.»*** 
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THE GAYJTRI OR HOLIEST VERSE 
OF THE VEDAS. 

LET U8 adore the fuprcmacy of that divine 
fun *, the godhead f who illuminates all, who 
recreates all, from whoiu all proceed, to whom 
all mull return,, whom we invoke to dire£l our 
underftandings aright in our progrefs toward his 
holy feat. 


« » * * * # 


Wh,at the fun and light are to this vilible 
world, that, are the fupreme gool, and to 
the intelledlial and invifible univerfe ; and, as 
our corporeal eyes have a diftind perception 
of objeds enlightened by the fun, thus our fouls 
acquire certain knowledge, by meditating on the 
light of truth, which emanates from the Being 
of beings: that is the light by whicK alone our 
minds can be direded in the path to beatitude 

Opposed to the visible luminarjr. 
f Bhargasy a word consisting of three consonants* d'^.rfved 
from bkfl^ to shine > ram^ to delight j gam^ to mov^ 
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apSnIpado javano grihita, 
pafyatyachacfliah fa. s'rino tjracarnah: 
fa vetti vedyam na che tafya v^ita* 
tamahuragryam penifliam maharitam. 


Without hand or foot he runs rapidly, and 
gralps firmly ; without eyes he fees, without 
ears he hears «// ; he knows whatever can be 
known, but there is none who knows him : 
Him the wife call the great, fupreme, pervad- 
ing fpirit. 

Of this text, and a few others, Ra'dha'cant 
has given a paraphrafe : 

“ Perfed truth ; perfed happinefs ; without 
** equal ; immortal ; abfolute unity ; whom nei- 
“ ther fpeech can defcribe, nor mind compre- 
** hend j all-pervading ; all-tranfcending ; de- 
** lighted with his own boundlefs intelligence, 
“ not limited by fpace, or time ; without feet, 


• Instead of Vetta some copies of the text have chettu fop 
thetayti) or director ^ihe mind, TS ^yiiMyiwy. 
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moving fwiftly ; .without hands, gralping all 
“ worlds; without eyes, all-lurveying ; without 
‘4 ears, all-hearing ; without an intelligent guide, 
underftanding all ; without caule, the firlt 
• “ of* all caufes ; all- ruling ; all-powerful ; the 
“ ‘creator, preferver, transformer, of all things ; 
“ fuch is the Great. O^e : this the Vedas de- 
“ dare.” 


B B 
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1. WHAT relifli can there be for enjoys 
ments in this unfound body, filled with bad 
odours, coHipofed of bones, Ikin, tendons, mem- 
branes, mufeles, blood, faliva, tears, ordure and 
urine, bile and mucus ? 

2. What reliih can there be for enjoyment in 
this body ; afiailed by defire and wrath, by ava- 
rice and illufion, fear and forrow, envy and 
hate, by abfence from thofe whom we love, and 
by union with thofe whom we diflike, by hunger 
and thirft, by difeafe and emaciation, by growth 
and declme, by old age and death? 

3. Surely we fee this univerfe tending to de- 
cay, even as thefe biting gnats and other infefts ; 
even as the grafs of the field, and the trees of 
the foreft, which fpring up and then perifb. 

4. But what are they ? Others, far greater, 
have been archers mighty in battle, and fome 
have been kings of the whole earth. 

5. SODHUMNA, BhURIDHUMNA, InDRA- 
DHUMNA, ^UVALAYA'sWA, YaNVANA'SW:A^ 

Avadhyaswa, Aswapati, Sasabindu.Ha- 
visehandra, Barishsha, Nahusha, Su- 
RYATI, YAYATt, VlCRAVA, AcsKAYASENA, 
Pr'IY.* vr ata, and the reft. 

6. MarutT a likewife, and Bharata, who- 
enjoyed all corporeal delights, yet left their 
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fcoTindIcfs profperity, aiid palled from this world 
to the next. 

7. But what are they ? Others yet greater, 
Ganda-’oaSf'Afuras, Raejhafas, companies of fpi- 
,’rjts, PifaebaSf XJragas^ and Grabas, have we 
feen been deftroyed. • 

8 But what are they ? Others, greater ftill, 
have been changed ; vjift rivers dried ; moun« 
tains torn up; the pole itfelf moved from its 
place; the cords of the ftars rent afunder; the 
whole earth Itfelf deluged with water j even the 
fufes or angels hurled from their ftations. 

9. In fuch a world, then, what relilh can there 
be for enjoyment ? Thou alone art able to raile 
up. t 

I am, in this world like a frog in a dry well : 
Thou only, O Lord, art my refuge : thou only 
art my refugb. 


e B 2 
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, I . MAY that foul of mine, which mounts aloft 
in my waking hours, as an ethereal fpark, and 
which, even in my flumber, has a like afcent, 
foaring to a great diftance, as an emanation from 
the light of lights, be united by devout medita- 
tion with the Spirit lupremely bleft, and fu- 
premely intelligent ! 

2. May that foul of mine, by an agent Jimilar 
^ which the low-born perform their menial 
works, and the wife, deeply verfed in fciences, 
duly folemnize their facrificial ritej that foul, 
which w'as itfelf the primeval oblation placed 
within all creatures, be united by devout medi- 
tation with the Spirit fupremely bleft, and fu- 
premely intelligent ! 

3. May that foul of mine, which is a ray of 
perfect wifdom, pure intellect and permanent 
exiftence, which is the unextinguifhable light 
lixed within created bodies, without which 
good a«ft is performed, be united by devout me- 
ditation with the Spirit fupremely bleft, and fu- 
premely intelligent ! 

4. May that foul of mine, in which, as an im- 
^mortal elTence, may be comprifed whatever has 
pafty^;^ jprefent, or will be hereafter j by which 
the facrifice, where feven minifters officiate, is 
properly folemnized ; be united by devout me- 
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ditation with the Spirit fupreiliely bleft, and fu- 
jiremely intelligent ! 

5. May that foul of mine, into ^hich are in- 
,’fcrted, like the fpokes of a wheel in the axle of 

a car, the holy texts of the Rtgveda, the Sdmm^ 
and the Yajujh ; into which is interwoven all 
that belongs to created forms, be united by de- 
vout meditation with the Spirit fupremely blcft, 
and fupremely intelligent ! 

6. May that foul of mine, vrhich, dijlributdd 
in other bodies, guides mankind, as a fkilful cha- 
rioteer guides his rapid horfes with reins ; that 
foul which is fixed in ray breaft, exempt from 
old age< and extremely fwift in its courfe, be 
united, .by divine meditation, with the Spirit fu- 
premely bleft, and fupremely intelligent ! 

Veda, and tft Article of our Church. 

“ There is one living and true God, everlaft- 
*“ ing, without body, parts, pr paffion, of infinite 
“ power, wifdom, and ggodnefs ; the maker and 
“ preferver of all things, both vifiblc, &c. &c.” 
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rSA'VA'SYAM; 


OR, 


JN UP^mSHJD IROM THE TAJUR VEDA. 

I . BY one Supreme Ruler is this univerfe per* 
vaded ; even every world in the whole circle of 
nature. Enjoy pure delight, O man ! Ly aban- 
doning all thoughts of this perifliable world; 
and covet not the wealth of any creature ex* 
jfting. 

3. He who, in this life, continually performs 
his religious duties, may defire to live a hundred 
years ; but even to the end of that period thou 
ihouldft have no other occupation here below. 

3. To thofe regions, where evil fpirits dwell, 
^nd which utter darknefs involves, will fuch 
men furely go after death, as deftroy the purity 
of their own fouls. 

4. There is one fuprcme Spirit, which no- 
thing can ihake, more fwift than the thought of 

. man. That primed Mover, even divine intellr. 
g®C(X*4r cannot reach : that Spirit, though un- 
moved, infinitely tranfcends others, how rapid 
ibever their courfe. 

That fuprcme Spirit moves at pleafure, 



EXTRACTS FROM THE VEDAS. ilS 

feut in itfelf is immoveable 5 ij is diftant from us, 
yet very near us ; it pervades this whole fyftem 
Of worlds, ‘yet is infinitely beyond k. 

6. The roan who confiders all beings as ex- 
ifting even in the fupreme fpirit, and the fu- 
preme fpirif as pervading all beings, henceforth 
views no creature with contempt. 

7. In him who knows that all fpiritual beings 
are the fame in kind with the fupreme fpirit, 
what room can there be for delufion of mind, or 
what room for forrow when he refleds on the 
identity of fpirit ? 

8. The pure enlightened foul aflumes a lumi- 
nous form with no grofs body, with no perfo- 
ration, with no veins, or tendons, unblemifhed, 
untainted by fin, itfelf being a ray from the infi- 
nite fpirit, which knows the pall and the future, 
which' pervades all, which exifted with no caufe 
but itfelf, which created all things as they are in 
ages very remote. 

9. They who are ignosantly devoted to the 
mere ceremonies of religion are fallen into thick 
darknefs, but they furely have a thicker gloom 
ground them who are folely attached to Ipe- 
culative fcience. 

10. A dillind reward, they fay, is referred for 
ceremonies, and a diftinft reward, they' fay, for 
divine knowledge; adding, “ This we have 

beard from fages who declared it to us.” 
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1 1 . He alone is acquainted with the nature 
of ceremonies,' and with that of fpeculative fci- 
cnce, who is acquainted with both at once : by 
religious ceremonies he paflcs the gulph of 
death, and by divine knowledge he attains im- 
mortality. 

12. They who adore onl;}! the appearances and 
forms of the deity are fallen into thick darknefs, 
but they furely have a thicker gloom around 
them who are folely devoted to the abftra£t ef- 
fence of the divine eflence. 

13. A diftindl reward, they fay, is obtained 
by adoring the forms and attributes, and a dif- 
tinft reward, they fay, by adoring the abftraft 
eflence ; adding : “ This we have heard from 
fages who declare it to us.” 

14. He only knows the forms and the eflence 
of the deity who adores both at once j by ador- 
ing the appearances of the deity, he pafles the 
gulph of death, and by adoring his abftradl ef- 
fence he attains imrportality. 

15. Unveil, O Thqu who giveft fuftenance 
to the world, that face of the true fun, which is 
now hidden by a vafe of golden light ! fo that w;e 
may fee the truth, and know our whole duty ! 

16. OThou who giveft fuftenance to the 
world^j&xou foie mover of all, thou who re- 

* ftraineft finners, who pervadeft yon great lumi- 
nary, yvho appeareft as the Son of the Creator ; 
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hide thy dazzling beams, and expand thy Ipi- 
ritual brightnefs, that I may view thy moft -auf^ 
J)icious, moft glorious, real form. 

“ OM, Remember me, divine fpirit !” 

“ OM, Remember my deeds.” 

1 7. ThJtt all-pervading fpirit, that fpirit wKich 
gives light to the vtfible fun, even the fame in 
kind am I, though injmitely dijiant in degree. Let 
my foul return to the immortal fpirit of God, 
and then let my body, which ends in alhes, re- 
turn to dull ! 

1 8. O fpirit, who pervadefir fire, lead us in a 
ftraight path to the riches of beatitude 1 Thou, 
O God, poffeffeft all the treafures of knowledge: 
remove each foul taint from our fouls j we 
continually approach thee with the higheft 
praife, and'the moft fervid adoration. 
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FROM THE rjJURFEDJ. 

r* AS a t|e)C, the lord of the foreft, even fo, 
without jSdioi), is man hhi hairs are as leaves j 
his fkin, m exterior bark. 

2. Throiigh the {kin flows blood ; through 
the rind, fap : from a wounded man, therefore, 
blood gufhes, as the vegetable fluid from a tree 
t&at is cut. 

3. His mufcles are as interwoven fibres ; the 
membrane round his bones as interior bark, 
which is clofeiy fixed ; his bones are as the hard 
pieces of wood within : their marrow iS com? 
pofed of pith. 

4. Since the tree, when felled, fprings again, 
ftill frefher, from the root, from what root 
fprings mortal man when felled by the hand 
of death? 

5. Say not, he fprings from feed: feed 
furely comes ^ from the living. A tree, no 
doubt, rifes fror^ feed, and after death has e* 
vifible renewal. 

6. But a tree which they have plucked. up by 
the roor, Hourilhes individually no more. From 
what root then fprings mortal man when felled 
by the hand of death ? 
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7 . Say not he Was born before ; he is bom: 
who can make him fpring again to birth ? 

8 > Goi5y who is perfed wifdom, perfed hap- 
pinefs, He is the final refuge of the man, who 
has liberally befiowed his wealth, who has beeii 
firm in virtue, whp knows and adores 
Great pne. 
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A HTMN TO THE NIGHT. 

NIGHT approaches illumined with ftars and 
placets, and looking on all fides with numberlefs 
eyes, overpowers all meaner lights. The im- 
mortal goddefs pervades th\, firmament covering 
the low valleys and fhriibs and the lofty moun- 
tains and trees, but foon flie difturb? the gloom 
with celeftial effulgence. Advancing with 
brightnefs, at length ihe recalls her fifter 
Morning; and tfie nightly (hade gradually 
melts away. 

May Ihe, at this time, be propitious : She, 
in whofe early watch, we may calmly i 
dine in our manfion, as birds repofe on t 
tree. 

Mankind now fleep in their towns ; now 
herds and flocks peacefully flumber, and 
winged creatures, even fwift falcons and vul- 
tures. 

O Night, avert from us the Ihe-wolf and the 
wolf ; and oh ! fuffer us to pafs thee in foothing 
reft ! 

O Morn, remove, in due time, thl^ black, yet 
vifible, oyerwhelming darknefs which at pre- 
fent infolds me, as thou enableft me to remove 
the cloud of their debts. 
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Daughter of heaven, I approach thee with 
praife, as thf cow approaches her milker ; ac- 
.cept, O Night, not thfe hymn only, but the obv- 
iation of thy fuppliant, who prays that his foes 
may be fubdued. 



Tbefdlmving Fragment is a Trmfiation from a 
Sanscrit Work, entitled. 


THE IGNORANT INSTRUCTED. 

1a 


1. RESTRAIN, O ignorant man, thy de- 
fire of wealth, and become a hater of it in body, 
underftanding, and mind : let the riches thou 
poflefleth be acquired by thy own good adions, 
with thofe gratify thy foul. 

2. The boy fo long delights in his play, the 
youth fo long purfues his beloved, the old fo 
long brood over melancholy thoughts, that no 
man meditates on the fupreme being. 

3. Who is thy wife, and who thy fon ? 
How great and wonderful is this world : whofe 
thou art, and whence thou comeft ? Meditate on 
this, my brother, and again on this. 

4. Be not proud of wealth and attendants, 
and youth ; fmee time deftroys all of them in 
the twinkling of an eye : check thy attachment 
to all thfife illufions, like Maya\ fix thy heart 
on the foot of Brahma^ and thou wilt foon know 
him. 
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’5. As a drop of water moves on the leaf of 
the lotus ; tl^us, or more flippery, is humaa 
^life ; the company of the virtuous endures here 
but for a moment ; that is the vehicle to bear 
thjee over land and ocean. 

6. To dwell in the manfion of Gods atrthe 
foot of a tree ; to have the ground for a bed, 
and a hide for vefty^e ; to renounce all ties of 
family or connllftions ; who would nOt receive 
delight from this devout abhorrence of the 
world. 

7. Set not thy alFedions on foe, or friend ; 
on a fon, or a relation ; in war, or in peace ; 
bear an equal mind towards all ; if thou dehreil 
it, thcu wilt foon be like Vijhnu. 

8. Day and night, evening and mom, winter 
and fpring, depart and return ! Time fports, 
age pafles on, defire and the wind continue un- 
reftrained. 

9. When the body is tottering, the head 
grey, and the mouth toothlefs ; when the fmooth 
ttick trembles in the hand* which it fupports, yet 
the velRl of covetoufnefs remains unemptied, 

, 10. So foon born, fo foon dead ! fo long ly- 

'ing in thy mother’s womb! fo great crimes are 
committed in the world ! tlow then, O man, 
canft thou live here below with compii^cency ? 

II. There are eight original mountains, and 
feven feas — Brahma^ Indra^ the Sun, and 
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— Thefe are permanent, not thou, toot I, not 
this, or that people: what, therefore, fliould 
occafion our forrow ? 

1 2. In thee, in me, in every other, Vijhnu re- 
fidcs : in vain art thou angry with me, not be^- 
ing-my approach : this is perfedlly true, all muft 
be efteemed equal : be not, therefore, proud of 
a magnificent palace. . ' 

This is the inftrudion of learners, delivered 
in twelve meafures: what more can be done 
with thofe, whom this work doth fill with 
devotion ? 

Thus ends the book, named Mohadmudgara^ 
or the Ignorant Inftrudted, (properly the Mallet 
of the Ignorant,) compofed by the holy, devout, 
and profperous Sancar Acharya. 
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- ADVERTISEMENT, 

THIS book is the < firft ever printed in 
Sanfcrit\ and it is by the prcfs alone, that the 
ancient literature of India can long be preferred : 
a learner of that moft interelling language who 
had carefully pcrufed one of the popular gram- 
mars, could hardly begin his courfe of ftudy 
with an eafier or more elegant work, than the 
Rttufanhdra^ or AJfemblage of Seafons.^ Every 
line compofed by Ca'lida^s is exquihtely po- 
liflied i and every couplet in the poem exhibits 
an Indian landfcape, always beautiful, fometimes 
highly coloured, but never beyond nature : four 
copies of it have been diligently collated ; and 
where they differed, the cleareft and moft natura' 
reading has conftanily had the preference. 

W. J. 



LAILt MAJNtTN 


A 


t»ERSIAN POEM 




THE 


PREFACE. 


“Among eleven or twelve Perfian poems on 
thelkry of Laili' and Majnu'n, that of Ha'- 
TiFi' feems univerfally efteemed the fimpleft 
and moft pathetick. The tale itfelf is extremely 
fimple; and the more affecting, becaufe it is 
true ; for Kais, who became frantick from dif- 
appointed love, and thence had the fumame of 
Majnufit was a moft accomplifhed and amiable 
youth, the only fon of an Arabian chieftain in 
the firft age of the Mohammedan empire : frag- 
ments of his beautiful poetry are ftill repeated 
with rapture by the Arabs oi Hejdz ; and the 
beft works of the Perfiqns abound in allufions 
to his unfortunate paflion. LAiLf , or Laila, 
her name is pronounced in Arabia^ was the 
daughter of a neighbouring chief, and was alfb 
eminently accomplifhed ; yet fhe had no tran-* ' 
fcendant beauty, it feems, in any eyesi)Ut thofe 
of her lover : Sadi', who reprefents her with a 
fwarthy complexion and of low ftature, tells a 
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long, but agreeable, ftory oh thi fame fubjed, 
which the Maulavi of Rim has/ comprized in 
two couplets— “The Kbaiifabiaid. to Laili', art 
“ thou the damfel, for whom the l\ft Majnu'n is, 
“ become a wanderer in the defer ti 7hou furpajfeji ' 
** hot other girls in beauty. She faid': Re flent ; 
for thou art not Majnun.” 

For the fhort account of our Poet exhibited in 
the Perfan preface, we are obliged to the kind-* 
nefs of Ali' Ibra'hi'm Kha'n, one of the bcft 
bred, molV learned, and moft virtuous Mufelmdns 
in the Britijh territories. Abdullah, fur- 
named Ha'tifi', who died in the year 1520 of 
our era, was a nephew, we find, of Nu'rud- 
di'n, ufually called Ja'mi' from the village of 
Jam in Khordfan, with whom he lived on more 
amicable terms, than could naturally have been 
expedited between rival poets ; and, if he was 
inferiour to his uncle in learning or in art, 
he certainly furpafled him in genius. His prin-* 
cipal ambition was to enter the lifts with Ni- 
z a'mi',* by compofmg fijye poems on the fame or 
fimilar fubjefts with the Khamfab of that illuf- 
trious author ; and how far he fucceeded in 
his competition, every reader muft decide for 
himfelf :* for my opinion is, that he has not even 
approached the fplendour and fublimity of his 
maftsr’s didlion, but that he has excelled him in 
tpndemcfs and fimplicity j 4hd, moft probably. 



PREFACE.: Sfi 

Niza'mi' valued hiafelf folely on hU tkll and 
elevated compofition, whilft Ha tifi' aitned 
only at fweetnefs and pathos, each attaining tko 
.fummit of exc^lence in the ftyle which he pro- 

* fefled. The fate of the two poets has been very 
different; for, while the five poems ofNiZA'an' 
have a place in moil AJiatick libraries and in 
general are beautiftfiiy copied, thofe of Ha- 
TiFi' are extremely fcarce and negligently tran- 

-Tcribcd; his Haft Paicar, or the Seven Images^ 

• is barely named by D’Herbelot, who 
mentions alfo his Zafar Ndmah, an Heroiefc 
Poem on the aiftions of Taimu'r, which was 
defigned to emulate that of Niza'mi' on the 
vidorids of Alexander ; but I have never been 
able to* procure any of his works except his 
Laili' Majnu'n, the fcarcity of which was 
my chief inducement for publifhing it. The 
reader muft not expeft a complete edition of the 
poem, which I have neither materials nor leifure 
'to exhibit, but merely an impreflion of my ma- 
nufeript, which unhappily is far from being cor- 
red. A Mufelmdn of high rank, who firft 
r»med the work to me, promifed to fend me in 
Bengal a well-collated copy of it ; but he forgot 
his promife; and the imperfedion of this edition ' 
muft partly be aferibed to his forgttfulnefs ; 
partly to'my own haftc^ inadvertence, or igno- 
rance. Since the book has been printed, 1 have 



992 


PtlEPACfi. 


read it fout or five times with g'f'cat attention; 
and, having procured two othef manuferipts, 
when the laft fheet was in tlie prefs,* I perufeo 
them alfo with as much attent^n as they de- 
ferved, but with very trifling advantage : 1 then 
formed a table of corredions, while two learned 
natives were feverally •engaged in the fame la- 
bour ; but, finding their tabres to differ confider- 
ably from each other, I have reduced them to 
a fhort compafs by omitting every doubtful 
emendation, and every grammatical errour, by 
which no Perjian fcholar could be mifled. In 
many places the common orthographical marks 
are omitted (as they are, indeed, in the bell manu- 
feripts), and in fome places they are added, vrhere 
the fenfe or the metre neceffarily requires their 
omiflion : between fome few words the co- 
pulative is erroneoufly inferted, and between 
others it is inaccurately omitted, having pro- 
bably dropped out in the prefs-work : laftly, 
fome couplets arc evidently tranfpofed, efpecially 
in the dialogue between Majnd’n andLAiLi’s 
mother, whete I fufpedled on the firft perufal of 
it, that near thirty dillichs were out of their 
place ; but I had not the courage to depart from 
the authority of my manufeript in a moll pa- 
thetick eplfode, where it might have been the 
-poet’s defign to break the ufual connexion of 
idea8 ;in minds diftrafted with anguiflt.; as the 
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great Italian :om^ofer8 often violate every rule 
of harmony i expreffing tumultuous paflions. 
•On the •wihol<|, the book is by no means perfect j 
but, fince it h far more correft than any Perjian 
or Arabich book of the fame length, that I ever 
perufed, I*am fully convinced that it will afford 
the reader as much delight, as I have myfelf 
received, and (hall Continue to receive, from it. 

The beft guide in amending all poetical works 
•is an accurate knowledge of the meafures, in 
which they are compofed ; yet a want of that 
knowledge in editors of Grsek and Arabian 
poems, has been the occafion of fo many mif- 
takes, that a colledtion of them would fill a vo- 
lume : in Perfian few poems have been printed ; 
but, if Gentius had only been able to diftin- 
guifli profo from verfe, as it is manifeft that he 
was not able, he would have done more juftice 
to the beautiful Gulijldn, which he had the merit 
of fcledting for publication. The meafure of 
the poem before us, v/hich has enabled me to 
corred a number of Hpes in it, is exactly in this 
form : 

Lex omnibus imperdi-e dcbet^ 

with a ftrong accent on the fecond^Jgventhy and 
tenth fyllables ; and it is very remarkable, thaf 
almoft every couplet in that meafure may be 
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tranfpofed, by an eafy chaige the accent, 
into common E^glifi verfe : thus fays. 


ant'orfah /aJbi kadi guIenJdja 
az kais robud sabru drdm^ 
budi birokbi nicuyi u Jhdd, 
vaz kbwdb u kbonejh nayamadi ydd^ 
ijhk dmad u der du sfnab jd card^ 
kbodrd biduydr djhnd card, 
bdz dmadi u bibem nijhajli, 
vaz goft u Jhentd kb nabajli, 
ijhdngbemi dil bfcas nagoftend, 
rdzi del az m u an naboftend. 


Thefe five diftichs may be thus tranflaled in 
^he meafure of the original ; 

With cheeks, where eternal paradise bloom’d. 

Sweet Laili the soul of KaU had consum’d \ 
Transported her heav’nly graces he view’d, 

Of slumber no more he thought, nor of food : 
laove rais’d in their glowing bosoms his throne. 
Adopting j^e chosen pair ^ his own. 

Together on flow’ry seats they repos’d j 
Their lips not one idle moment were clos’d ; 

To mortals tlxey gave no hint of their sm^t ; 

Love only the secret drew from each he^t. 

And a ba.ie tranfpofition of the accents gives 
ns five Englijh couplets in the form, which fome 
call heroiclt> and others, elegiack ; 
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With cheekl whei|p paradise eternal bloom’df 
Sweet Laili lad the soul of Kais consumed ; 
Her heav’nl]! graces he transported view’d 5 
No more he thought of slumber or of food. 
Love in theimlowing bosoms rais’d his throne. 
The chosen pair adopting as his own. 

On flow’ry seats together they repos’d ; 

Their lips one idle moment were not clos’d ; 
No hint they gave tO mortals of their smart; 
Love only drew the^ecret from each heart* 


Neverthelefs, if the whole poem Ihould ever 
be tranflated into Englijh (by me it certainly 
never will), I would recommend a verfion in 
modulated, but unafFeSed, profe in preference 
to rhymed couplets ; and, though not a Angle 
image or thought fhould be added by the tranf- 
latpr, yet it would be allowable to omit feveral 
conceits, which would appear unbecoming in 
an European drefs ; for the poem, with all its 
beauties, has conceits in it, like the black fpots on 
fome very beautiful flowers; but they are neither lb 
numerous nor fo unpleafing, as thofe in the poem 
of Venus and Adoni%, and we Cannot with 
juftice Ihow lefs indulgence to a poet of Irdn^ 
than we all Ihow to our immortal countryman, 
Shakspeare. ^ 

I wilh I could conceal the princi£al objeA of 
this publication, without impeding or delaying 
fhfi objeil itfelf ; but, fince I am confeious, that* 
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what I am going to add has the appearance only 
of oflentation, and that -my purpofe cannot 
.be anfwered, unlefs it be :^ee^lily and ge- 
nerally known, I think it neceflayy to declare, 
that the property of the wdiole impreffion 
belongs from this moment to the attorney for 
the poor in the Supreme. Court, in truft for the 
miferable perfons under execution for debt in 
the prifon of Calcutta : fliould all the copies be 
fold, there will be near twelve thoufand Sicca.. 
Rupees in the hands of the truftee, who will 
immediately apply them, without any dillinaion 
of religion or country, to the cffedual relief, as 
far as they will extend, of fuch prifoners as have 
been longeft confined, and are not relievaole by 
the rules of the Court. This afliftance, I fear, 
will fet at liberty but few of the unhappy meh, 
who now fuffer the worft of human misfortunes; 
but it is poffible, that the liberality of the publick 
may, in fome mode or another, extend itfelf to 
thofc who remain in prifon ; for, even if the 
legiflature ftiould ultimately relieve them, yet 
multitudes of them will perifli, and all muft wifh 
to perifli, before any relief can arrive from 
Europe. 

The incorrednefs of modern Arabian and 
Verfian , boiiSks is truly deplorable : nothing can 
{ireferve them in any degree of accuracy but the 
art of printing; and, Mj^atick literature fhould 
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ever be geneijal, i3 muft diffufe itfelf, as Greek 
learning was difFufed in Italy after the taking 
•of Conjiantlmple't by mere impreflions of the 
beft manufcripts without verfions or comments, 
which future fcholars would add at their leifure 
to future editions ; but no printer could engage 
in fo expenfive a liufin^fs without the patronage 
and the purfe of ntonarchs or ftates or focieties 
of wealthy individuals, or at leaft without a large 
► publick fubfcription : there are printers in Ben- 
gal^ who, if they were duly encouraged, would 
give us editions of Ha fiz and Sadi, or, per- 
haps, of Niza mi and Firdausi ; and there are 
indigent natives of eminent learning, who would 
gladly correA the prefs for a fmall monthly 
falary! I lhall ever be ready to promote fuch 
undertakings as a fubferiber, but fliall never 
more appear as an editor or a tranflator of any 
Perjian book whatever. 


W. Jones. 




A Catalogue ’ of ^anfcrity and other Oriental 
Manufcripis, prefented to the Royal Society hy 

Sir fFilliani and Lady Jones, 

• 

The following; letter will ftiew the motives which 
induced the Editor to complete Sir William 
Jones’s gift, by prefenting the remainder of his 
valuable colledlion of Eaftern Manufcripts to 
the Royal Society, in the hopes of their 
becoming a general accommodation to the 
learned. 

Gardens, near Calcutta, Jan, 29, 1792. 

My dear Sir Joseph, 

I aftnex a bill of lading, which will explain 
itfelf. • Should I live to have the pleafure of 
feeing you again, you will have the goodnefs to 
let me take the manufcripts, with the care of 
which I now trouble you ; ftiould I die, yoii 
will depofit them in the Royal Society, fo that 
’ they may be lent out, without diQiculty, to any 
iludious men who may apply for them. I am 
fo bufy *at this feafon, that I can only bid you 
iarewel, from, 

Dear Sir Joseph, 

Your ever-^ithful, , 

And obedient fervant, 

W. JONES/ 


Sir Jofeph Banks,, Bart, 




A CATALOGUE, &c. taken hy C, Wilkins, 
Efq. F.R.Si part of which ( as far as No. ^6j 
•was read nfore the Royal Society, fitne 
28, 1798, 


Ail the notes at the botto’fn orthe page, are copied from the 
Manuscript of Sir WMiam Jones, in each of the books 
referred to. 

I. /7:Maha'-bha'rata. 

A poem in eighteen books, *exclufive of the 
part called Raghuvanfa ; the whole attributed to 
Crijhnaffwaipdyana Vydfa', with copious notes by 
Nila-canta. This ftupendous work, when perfed, 
contains upwards of one hundred thoufand metri- 
cal verfes. The main fubjed is the hiftory of the 
race of Bbdrata, one of the ancient kings of 
India, from whom that country is faid to have 
.derived the name of Bbdrata~varjha\ and more 
particularly that of two of its collateral branches, 
diftinguilhed by the paftonymics,. tKe Curavas 
and the Puravas (fo denominated from two of 
tfteir anceftors, Curu and PuruJ^ and of their 
bloody contentions for the fovereignty of Bbd^, 
rata’-mrjha^ the only general namejjy which 
the aborigines know the country we call India^ 


1. Mahci-Bharati. The great story from Bharati speech. 
VOL. XI. D p 
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and the Ai^bs and Perfians Hind and HinStJian. 

But,befides the main ftory, agreatvjffiiety of other 
fubjeds is treated of, by way of |ntr0du(3;ion asid 
epifode. The part entitled Ragbitrvdnfa. con- 
tains a diftind hiftory of the race of Crijhna. 
The Mahd-bbarata is fo very popular through- 
put the Eaft, that it has been tranflated into moft 
of its numerous dialeds ; and there is an abridg- 
ment of it in the Perfian language, feveral copies 
of which are to be found in our publick librari,j». 
The Gita, which has appeared in an Englifl^ 
drefs, forms p‘;srt of this work ; but, as it contains 
dodrines thought too fublime for the vulgar, 
it ib often left out of the text, as happens to be 
the taie in . this copy. Its place is in the 6th 
book, called Bbijhma-^parva. This copy is 
written in the charader which, by way of pre- 
eminence, is called Deva-ndgari. Ly J. 

1 . b. Ditto. 

Another copy, without notes, written in the 
charader peculiar to the province of Bengal, in 
which the Brahmans ®f that country are wont to 
tranferibe all their Sanfcrit\iOo)ss. Moft of the 
alphabets of India, though they differ vfery 
much in the fliape of their letters, agree in their 
numbd and powers, and are capable of exprefs- 
ing the Sanferit, as well as their own particular 
language. This copy contains the Gitd, in its 
proper place. Ly J. 
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2. a. Rdmdyanih 

The adventures of Rdma^ a poem in fevcn 
books, wjth n(|[te8,*in the Ddvandgari charatSker. 
.There are feveral works with the fame title, but 
'this, written by Vdlmic^ is the moft eftcemed. 
The fubjetft of all the Rdmdyans is the fatfie : 
the popular ftory oi'Rdma^ furnamed Ddfarathi^ 
fuppofed to be an iiiCamation of the god ViJhnUt 
and his wonderful exploits, to recover his beloved 
^Sitd out of the hands of Rdvana^ the gigantick 
tyrant of La tied. Ly J. 

2. A Ditto. 

Another copy, in the Bengal character, with- 
out notes, by Vdltnic. Ly J. 

2. c. Ditto. 

A very fine copy, in the Divandgari charac- 
ter, without notes; but unfortunately not finiflr- 
ed, the writer having been reduced to a ftate of 
infanity, by habitual intoxication. Sir W. J. 

3. a- Sri B&dgavat. , 

A poem in twelve books j, attributed to Crijhna 
Dwaipayana VyaJ'a, thft reputed author of the 
Mabd~h/jdrat, and many other ‘works ; with 
]}otes by Sridbard Swdmi. Divandgari charac- 
ter. It is to be found in moft of the vulgar 
dialedis of India, and in the Perfian lapguagS. 
It has alfo appeared, in a very iraperfeift and* 
abridged form, in French, under the title of Ba» 
gavadam^ tranflated from the TeW/verfion. The 
D D a 
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chief fubjciSk of the Bhagovat is the life of 
Crijhna j but, being one of that Q)ecie8 of com- 
pohtioti whidh is called Purdna^ it •nece^il]f 
comprifes five fubjedts, including that, which 
may be confidered the chief, ffhe Brahmans 
in their book, define a Purana to be “a poem 
treating of five fubje£ks : ‘primary creation, or 
creation of matter in the abftrad:; fecondary 
“ creation, orthe produdiionofthefubordinatebe- 
ings, both fpiritual and material ; chronologie 
account of their grand periods of time, called 
“ Manwantarai\ genealogical rife of families, 
** particularly of thofe who have reigned in 
“ India', and, laftly, a: hiftory of the lives of 
“ particular families.” Ly J. 

3.^. Ditto. 

Another copy, it) the Bengai charadter^ with* 
out notes. Ly J. 

3. f. Ditto. 

Another copy, on palm leaves, in the Bengal 
charader. Sir W. J. 

4. Agni Purana. 

This work, feigned to have been delivered by 
Agm, the god of fire, contains a variety of fuhf 
jeds, and feems >to have been intended as an 
epitome''of Hindu learning. The poem opens 
with a fliort account of the feveral incarnations 
of Vijbm ; particularly in the perfons of Rima, 
whofe exploits are the theme of the Rdmdyant 



OF ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS. 40« 

and of Ctijhna^ tl3e material oSpring of Vafu~ 
diva. Then follow a hilloiy of the ciei^on; 
a tediou^.di0ertatibn on the worfldp of the gods* 
.with a de&ription of their images, and direc- 
tions for confiru^ing and fetting them up; a 
concife dcfcription of the earth, and of thofe 
places which are -.eftesmed holy, with the 
forms of worfliip <o be obferved at them j a 
treatife on aftronomy, or rather aftrology ; a va- 
^ety of incantations, charms, and fpells, for 
every occafion; computation of the periods 
called Manwantaras ; a defcription of the feveral 
religious modes of life, called A'frama^ and the 
duties to be performed in each of them refpec- 
tively ;''rules for doing penance ; feafts and falls to 
be obfefved throughout theyear; rules for bellow- 
ing charity; a dilTertation on the great advantages 
to be derived from the myftic word OM ! with 
an hymn to Vajijbta, The next fubjedl relates 
to the office and duties of princes ; under which 
‘head are given rules for kjiovringnhe qualities 
of men and women ; for choofir^ arms and en- 
figns of royalty; for the choice of precious 
{tones ; which are followed by a treatife on the 
art of war, the greateil part of which is wanting 
in this copy. The next head treats of o^orldfy 
tranfadions between man and manr in buying 
and felling, borrowing and lending, ^ting and 
receiving, tic. tic. and the laws refpefling them. 
Then follow certain ^ordinances, according to thi 
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Vidd^ refpeSing means of f^urity trom mistor- 
tunes, &c. aiid for the worihip” of this gods. Lifts 
of the two races of kings, called the Sttriavanffff 
and the Chandravanfa ; of the fathily of TTadu^ 
and of Crijhna\ with a fhort^'hiftory of the 
tw^ve-years’ war, defcribed in the Maba-bhdrat. 
A treatife on the art of^heafing, as applicable to 
man and beaft, with rules Vor the management 
of elephants, horfes, and cows ; charms and fpells 
for curing rarious diforders j an^^ the mode Ajf 
worfhipping certain divinities. On the letters 
of the Sanfcrit zi^hahtt; on the ornaments of 
fpeech, as applicable to profe, verfe, and the 
drama ; on the myftic fignification of the lingle 
letters of the Sanfcrit alphabet ; a grammar of 
the Savfcrit language, and a Ihort vocabulary. 
The work is divided into 353 fliort chapters, 
and is written in the Bengal charaQier. Ly J. 
e. Cdlica Purdna. 

A mythological hiftory of the goddefs Cdliy 
in verfe, ahd her .adventures under various 
names and charaders ; <a. very curious and en- 
tertaining work, including, by way of epifode, 
feveral beautiful allegories, particularly onife 
^founded upon the motions of] the moon. There 
^ms td be fomething wanting at the end. 
’*Hr«gtf/chara£ler, without notes. LyJ. 

6 . a.'Vdyu Purdk. 

work, attributdito the god of wind, 

among a vimety of other curious fub- 
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jeds, a very drcumliantiai detail <rf tBe ^0ation 
of all things celeftial and terreftrial# with, the 
iipalogy ©f Jhe firft ’inhabitants; a <:hronoIpgic4 
Recount of the grand periods called ManwaH- 
tar as, Calpas, &Cc, ; a defeription of the earth, as 
divided miOfjDmpas, Varjhas, & g ., with its^i- 
menlions in Yojanas,^ apd alfo of the othet 
planets, and fixed fUrs, and their relative dif^ 
tances, circumfeiVfnces of orbits, &c>. ^c. Writ" 
\pifc in the Devandgari charader. Ly J. 

6. A Ditto, 

A duplicate in the Ddvandgari ehsrader. Ly J, 
y. Frihan Ndradiya Purdna. 

This poem, feigned to have been delivered to 
Sanatcandra, by the inlpired Ndrada, like others 
of the Purdms, opens with chaos and creation j 
but it treats j)rincipally of the unity of God, 
under the title of Maid Vijimu ; arguing, that 
all other gods are but emblems of his works, and 
the goddeffes, of his powers ; and that the wor- 
fiiipping of either of the triad, creator, preferver, 
or deftroyer, is, in effe^, the worflupping of 
him. The book concludes with fules for the 
foveral tribes, in their fpiritual and temporal con- 
dud through life. It is a new copy, in the 
Bingal charadbr, and, fora new copy, x^ntark^ 
bly corred. Ly J. , 

8. Ndradiya Purdna. 

This poem treats, pri^jally on the worfhip 
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of FiJhnUt a$ p^a/^}:ifed by R^ 4 kmdkgadait one of 
thdir ancient .kings. Divanegari chamucter. 

. . SirW.J. 

9. a, BbaviJIiydttara Purdna, 

The f^ond and only renxaini ig part. The 
fubjed is confined to religious ceremonies. De- 
vandgart charader. Sir W. J. 

9. Ditto. 

With an Index. Devandgari charader. 

LyJr, 

10. Gita-gdvidda. 

A beautiful and very popular poem, by Jaya- 
divdy upon Crijhmy and his youthful adven- 
tures. Bengal charader. Ly J. 

11. <7. Cumd a Sambbava. 

An epick poem on the birth of Cartier ^ with 
notes, by Caliddfa. Ddvandgari charader. The 
notes are feparate, Ly J. 

11. b. Ditto. 

A duplicate of the text only, in the Bengal 
character. Ly J. 

12. Naijhadha. 

The adventures of Nala ; a poem, with notesr 
Bengal charader. Ly J. 

13. Bbatti. 

A pop^ heroidk poem, in the Bengal charac*^ 
ter. Ly J. 

. 14. vanfa. 


1 1. Read nx times. 
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The race of Crijbna, a poem by Cal^ksy witit 
notes. Jbhatidgari dxaraAer. Ly J. 

. 15. Vfihatcatb'L 

, Indian Tales in verfe, by SomaJeva. D/vand^ 
• gari charafteri Ly J. 

16. Stngbdfdna. 

The throne of R^Jd Vkramdditya j a leries of 
inftnidive tales, fuff^fed to have been rdated 
by thirty-two ifnages which ornamented it. 
ttmndgari charader. It has been tranflated into 
Perfian. Ly J. 

17. Cafhd Saritfdgara, 

A colledion of tales by Somaddva, Dinjand^ 
gari charadcr. Two books in Ruffia. Ly J, 

18. ‘ Suca Saptati. 

The* feventy tales of a parrot. Divandgari 
charader. .Sir W. J. The Perfians feem to 
have borrowed their Tuti~ndma from this wodc. 

19. Rafamanjari. 

The analyfis of love, a poem, by BbdnudatUt 
Mifra. Ddvandgari charader. Ly J. 

15. This poet resembles Ariosto> but even surpasses lum in 
Jeloquence.— We do homage to the poets who composed 
the Ramayatii the Mahaharaty and the Vrihatcatha — Valmic^ 
Fyasa and Somadem ; by whom delightful eloquence 
forth, divided like the river with three stre^s»- GoverJbAm 
Jcharya, ^ 

19. 1 have read this delightful bo^Ai four times at least* 
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30. Sintijataca^ 

A poem, in the Bengal chirader. Ljr j. 

21. ArjunaGita. 

A dialogue, fomething in the manner of the 
Bbagavat Giti. Divanagari chafaAcr. Ly J. 
Zi. Hit 6 padifa. 

Part of the fables tranHated by C. W. Written 
in the Bengal charadcr. Ly J. 

33. Brabtnd Nirupana, 

On the nature of Brahma. Devandgari cha*-. 
radcr, Imperfed. Ly J. 

24. Mdghaduta. 

A poem. Bengal charader. Ly J. 

25. fantraSara. 

On religious ceremonies, by Crijlindnanda 
Battdchdrya. Bengal charader. Sir W. J. 

26. Sahafra Ndma. 

The thoufand names of Pijhnu- Devandgari 
charader. Sir W. J. 

27. Cirdtdrjuniya, 

A poem, in the Bengal charader. Ly J. 

28. Siddhdnta Siromani. 

A treatife on geography and aftronomy, by 
Bbdfcardchdrya. Ddvandgari charader. 

Sir W. J.‘ 

• ^ 

*'•29. Sangita Ndrdyana. * 

A treatife'on mufick and dancing. Ddvandgari< 
charader. Sir W. J. 

30. Vribadaranyaca, 
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Part of the Tajut Fifda^ with a glo&^ hy Sm* 
cara. Devandgari charadier. Ly J. 

3 1 . or NairuS^a. 

A glofs on the Feda. Devandgari charai3;4^4 

Ly|. 

32. AiUneya. 

A difcourfe oh part o& the Divan^ari 

charafler. Ly J. 

33. Chandajt. 

From the Sdma Veda. Divandgari chara<^er. 

Lyj, 

34. Mdgha Tied. 

A comment on fome other work. Dhandgari 
charafter. Ly J. 

35. Rdjaballabba. 

De materia Indorum medied ; by 'Ndrfyanch. 
ddfa. Bengal charader. Ly J. 

36. Hatha Fradipaca. 

Inftruftions for the performance of the reli- 
gious dilcipline called Toga', by Swdtmdrdnuu 
Bengal charader. Ly J. , 

37. Mdnava Dbasma Sdftra. . 

The inftitutes of Menu, tranflited into Eog- 
li 0 i by Sir W. J. under the title of ** Inftitiaes 
“ of FUndu Law, or the Ordinances of Metuu^ 
Divandgari charader. Ly J. 

37. b. Ditto. ' 

Duplicate in the Dh/andgari charader. 

Ly J. 


38. MugdbaAtdd^aAicd, 
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A commentary on the Mi^dba-bdMat which 
is a Sanjbrit grammar, peculiar to the province 
of Bengal, by jcharader. 
Four vole. LyJ. 

39. SaraJxvati^Vydcar/ma. 

The Sanfcrit grammar called Sdrajwali. 
(ThiU: part only which treats^ the verb.) De- 
vandgari charadber. Ly J. 

40. Sdrdvali. 

A grammar of the Sanfcrit language. ' Inconu. 
plete. Bengal charader. Sir W. J. 

41. SiddbdnicuCaumudi, 

A grammar of the Sanfcrit language, by Vd- 
tdnii Cdtdyana^ and Pdtanjali ; with a duplicate 
of the firft part, as far as compounds. Devand- 
gari charader. Ly J. 

42. a. Amara Cofa. 

A vocabulary of the Sanfcrit language, with a 
g^mnmatical comment. Not perfed. Devand^ 
gari charader. Ly J. 

42. h. Ditto. 

The botanical chapter pnly, with a comment. 
Ddvmdgari charter. Ly J. 

41. The Great &ddhanta Caumudi^^^rt I. Collected by 
JSkattaja Dushita, from, the grammatick explanations of 
Cd&a^na. « 

I finished therattentlve reading of this grammar by Fanan}» 
phatyana, and Fatanjalii 18 Aug. 1702. 

42. A gimimatical comment on the botanical chapter of 
Ai| mosha. 

iimsked readings September 1792 ; Crishn4*4iagar» 
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‘42. c. Ditto. ' 

The whole complete, Ber^/d chara^er. 

Sir W. J. 

43. Medini Cofa. 

A didionaJ|7 of the Sanfcrit language. Di- 
vandgari character. Ly J. 

44. Vifwapracdjg. Cdfa. 

A di£tionary the Sanfcrit language; by 
Mahejwdra. Devandgmi cb 3 Xdi.&ex. LyJ. 

45. Sabda Sandarbba Sindu. 

A didlionary of the Sanfcrit language; by 
Cdfindtb Sarman. It appears from the introduc- 
tion, that it was compiled cxprefsly for the ufe 
of Sir W. J. The learned author is, at prefent, 
head {MrofelTor in the newly-eftablifhed college 
at VarUfidsi. Dhandgari charai6ler. Two voU. 
folio. LyJ. 

46. Venifanhdra. 

A drama, Sanfcrit and Prdcrit, in the Bengd 
charader. Ly J. 

47. Mabd Ndtaca. 

A drama, Sanfcrit apd Prdcrit^ in, the B&tgal 
charafter. Ly J. 

48. SacotOald. 

A drama, Sanfcrit and Prdcrit, in the Betted 
charaiier. This is the beautiful play which frtfc 
tranflated into Englifh by Sir W. J? but 
copy he* ufed for that purpofe. Ly J, 

49. Mdlati and Mddbava, 
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A drama, Smfcrit and Pnktity in the Betigai 
fliara< 3 er. Ly J. 

50. Hdfytmucva. 

A farce, Smfcrit and Prdcrit^ in the Bengal 
chara£icr. Ly J. 

§i, Cautuca Sarvafwam. 

A farce, Sanfcrit and Prdcrit^ in the Bengal 
fharader. Ly J. 

52. Chandrdhhipkei. 

A drama, Sanfcrit Prdcrit. Bengal clwf 
trader. Ly J. 

53. RatnJvaU. 

A drama, Smfcrit and Prdcrit. Bengal cha- 
tadcr. Ly J. 

54. Ficramdrvaf. 

A drama, Sanfcrit an 4 Prdcrit. Bengal cha- 
rader. Ly J. 

55. Manaoicdgnimitra. 

A drama, Sanfcrit and Prdcrit, Bengal cha- 
rader. Ly J. 

56. A catalogue of Sanfcrit books, on various 
fiibjeds. Dhfandgari charader. Ly J. 

50. The Sea of Laughter (HasyarnavaJ, A farce hy 
Jagadiswara. 

It is a bitter satire on kings, and their servants, who are 
ilgji^ibed as profligate scoundrels j and on priests, who arc 
rejpresented as^vicious hypocrites. 

5L Cautuca Servaswam; a Farce. King, Cativatrali ; 
Bve Councellors, Sishtantaca, Dhmnanala^ Anritaserra^ Pandit 
tapira^ Abhavyasec hava* 
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57. Gita and iibarmamfdfana. 

Xwo extracts from the Mdbabbdrat^ with 
• beautiful, drawings, written in the 
charader. Sir W. J. 

58. Ragb^vanfa. 

The Children of the Sun, a poem by CJ^dds, 
in Bengal chara6iec. Sir W J. 

59. Prabodba^bandrddaya. 

The Rifing Moon of Knowledge, a drama by 
•Sefava Mifra, character. SirW.J, 

CHINESE. 

• 

60. Con Fu Tfu. The works of ConJuciuSt 
Vol. II. III. IV. V. VI. Sir W. J. 

6 1. * Tahia Su Sbuw. A commentary. 

Sir W. J. 

62. Shun Lon Su Sbuw. A commentary. 

Sir W. J. 

63. Hor Lon Su Sbuw. A commentary. 

Sir W. J. 

64. Sbung Morng Su Sbuw. A commentary. 

Sir W. T. 

• 

65. Hor Morng Su Sbuw. A commentary. 

Sir W. J. 

66. Sbi Kin. A book of Chinefe odes. 

6y. Lon Tu. A grammar of the Chiasf* 
language. Ly J. 
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6 S. A didtUmary^ Chinese and JLatm. Ly J. 

. PERSIAN. 

69. Zajar NJmeh. A moft elegant hiftory 
of TaimuKy written in the Nijhb charafler. 

‘ Ly J. 

70. Tffwdrikh i Gujarat^ A Hiftory of the 
Province of Guzerat. Ly J 

71. Tdrikh i BabdderJhdbL A Hiftory of 

the Emperor Bahdder Sbdb. Ly J. *. 

72. Tdrikh i Jebdmufid. The Hiftory of 
Kadir Sbdb, by, Mir za Mahddi Khan. Ly J. 

73. Narrative of the Proceedings of Stindia, 
and the Confederates. Ly J. 

74. Jebdngir Nameb. The Hiftory of ye- 
idr^ir Sbdb. Ly J. 

75. Mujmel ut Tarikb i Nddiri. An Abridg- 
ment of the Hiftory of Nadir Sbdb. Ly J. 

76. Hiftory of Hindojian, by Gbolam Huffain. 

Sir W. J. 

77. Bebani Dmijb. The Tales of Indye^lla, 

LyJ. 

78. Bojldn i Khydl. The Garden of Ima- 
gination, an hiftorical romance, in eight vols. 

A Ly J. 


The IcHers A and ]6U<nnst be procured from China, 
If tlie letter^ A and B can be supplied^ the work will bo ine»- 
^maWe, Mr. Jitsingh says., no Chinese words begin with A 
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79. ydmay ul»Hecdyet. A cdleflion of 
tales. Written in the Niflib charaQer. 

Sir W. J. 

80. a. Sbdb Ndmeb. The heroick poem of 
Ferdoji. Ly J, 

So. b. Ditto. In four volumes. SirWrJ. 

8t. a, Mafnavi.% A. poem, by Jalal ud Din^ 
furnamed Rumi. J- 

8 1 . fe. Ditto f Six volumes. Sir W. J. 

•81. c. Ditto. Firft book only. Ly J. 

8x. Ditto. A commentary on the firft 
book. Ly J. 

81. e. Ditto. A commentary on the firft 
book. Ly J. 

Bi. f- Ditto. A tabic of contents of the firft 
book. ‘LyJ. 


80. a. I finished the reading of this book a second time, 
November 3, 1787, Calcutta. W. J. 

81 a. By Mahommed. Jel’alu’ddin of Bulkh\ called 
Rumty because he settled in the lower Asia. W. J. 

So extraordinary a book as the J^esnavi w.'fe never, perhaps, 
composed by man. It abounc)^ with beauties, blemishes, 
equally grdbt 5 with gross obscenity, and puce ethicks \ with 
exquisite strains of poetry, and flat puerilities ; with wit, and 
pleasantry, mixed with dull jests ; with ridicule on all es|jfc- 
blished religions, and a vein of sublime piety : it is like a wild 
country in a fine climate overspread with rich flowers, SnJ 
with the odour of beasts. I know of no wmer, to whoQi 
the Maulavi can justly be compared, except Chaucer or 
Shahspeare. W. J. 

VOL. XL 


£ £ 
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82. a. Culydt i Jam. Th^ works of the poet 
Jdmu SirW. J. 

82. 6, The mlfccllaneous poems of' 

Jdmi. Ly J. 

8^. Tufuf wa Zuleyca. A poem by ydm. 

LyJ. 

84. a. Culydt i Nizami. The works of the 
poet Nizdmi. Sir W. J. 

84. Ditto. The five poems of Nizdmi. 

Ly.J 

85. Culydt i Armdri. The works of thepoet 
Anwdri. Sir W. J. 

86. Dewan i KboftV. The odes of Kbofru. 

Sir W. J. 

87. Dezvdn i Saib. The odes of Suib. 

Six- W. J. 

88. Dezvdn i Arfi. The odes of 

Sir W. J. 

89. DewdniCdJim. The odes of Ly J. 

90. Dewdn i Jdmi. The odes of Jdm. 

91. Afrdr-i or, IJhak Ndmeb. Secrets; or, 
the Hiftory of Love, a I^oem. Ly J. 

92. Mifcellaneous Poems. Chiefly by Arji. 

93. Mujma uz Zdya. On the Art of Poetry 

Ly 

,94. Mekbzen i AJrdr. The Treafury of 
Secrets, a poem by Nizdmi, Ly J. 


83. Master-piece cif Jami, 
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*05. Dmin i dqtibi. A book of odes. Lj J. 

96. A Poem, by ydtni. (Imperfedl.) Ly J. 

97. M^cellatiebus, profe and verfe. Ay Arji, 
and others. Sir W. J. 

98. Sbarab i Kbdjab Hafiz. A commentary 
on the odeg of Hafiz. Ly J. 

99. Silfilat uz T^abibj The Chain of Gold, a 
Poem, by fidmi. J* 

100. Pand t^mab. Moral fentences, in 
y^rfe, by Farid ud Din Attar. Ly J. 

ipi. Bahardm and Gulanddm, A love tale* 
by Cdtdbi. Ly J. . 

102. Farbang i fiebanghri. A di6Honary of 
the Perfian language, by Jamal ud Din Hufain> 
Anju. • Complete. Ly J. 

1 03* Tbe Grammatical Introdu&ion to the Far- 
bang i Jehangiri. Ly J. 

104. Fowdyed i Gbaniya. A Ihort treatife oft 
Perfian and Hindu grammar. Ly J. 

105* A diSlionary of the Perfian language. 
(No title). Ly J. 

106. Tobfit ul Hind. A mifcellafteous trea- 

I 02 . Many corrections of this valuable work, and many 
additions to it, may be found in the Biraj u lUghah^ by Bira^ 
jaid^din arzu ; and in the Mujman^ lloghah* 

106. By Minuf Kbatu * ^ 

The book consists of an introduction, seven chapters, and 
a conclusion j the subject of which are : Tide Hindu alphaiiU 
prosody^ rhyme ^ rh^arick^ love^ mufifk^wmen^ physiognomy^ and 
0 Hindu vocabulary* 
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tife on the literature, &c. of Jthe Hindus, En- 
riched with marginal notes by Sir W. J. 

107. a. SruBbdgavat. A tranflation of No. 3.. 

LyJv 

107. b. Ditto. With drawing Ly J. 
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All but Kbakani are in my possession. 
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129 . Read four times with great attention,. February 29, 
1793. W. J. 
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ARABICK. 
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inedan law, by Abul Hafan A hmed, of Bagdad, 
fumamed Al Kuduri, of which the Haddyah is a 
comment. Ly-J- 
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The Hedayali, by Burhanuddin Al Marghiani, who died 
*¥.H. 591. Y. C. 1194, is a commentary on this bookr 
Marghinaa is in the district of Firghana* 
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. I'T J- 

140. Al Sbarijiyab. A commentary on « law 
book, called Al SarAjiyah, by S(^ad Sharif, 

^ LrJ. 
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Hanifeb. Ly J. 
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145. b. Ditto. Ly;J. 

146* Al Kbuldfet. A grammar of the Aiabick 
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J47. 2wo treatifes on Arafaick grammar. 
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140, Tinished the third careful reading of tins hookj 
August 30, 1792. W. J. 
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Mr. Howard, to whose care it was intrusted in June, l774, 
at Venice, by Mr. Wortley Montague. It was a present from 
A^errehman Beg^ who ‘wrote the Arabick verses in this 
page, which are so flattering to me, that I can hardljj: translate 
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VOL. XI. F F . 
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produced, and the &('hs swop by it. 
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